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KNOX'S ESSAYS. 


No, I, *On Estalj 


Those Sages of antjqujtj* who, 

projements in knowledge, and virtue 
dubious claim to the appellation ofjviseraenJ were 
yet too* modest to assume a name \vhiclt had the 
appearance of ostentation, and rather chose to be 
called Philoyphers, or Lovers of Wisdom. From 
similar motives, many of the Moderns, who have 
wflWrn with great skill on subjects of morality ami 
science, have intitled then; productions, Essays ; a 
name which, though It may now convey the idea of 
regular treatises and dissertaticfhs, is synonymous 
with the word Attempts, aud means no more t&iffe 
humble endeavours to instruct or to amuse. A 
writer who, it a Ijte period, pursuing the trafek of 
those celebrated stuthors yho preceded him, boldly 
promises jmprovaSnent on his predecessors, is 
received with 'that* indigflation which arrogance, 
even when supported by som$ degree of ifterif, 
naturally excites ; but*jie* who presses only an 
attempt, however unsuccessful, has a clam* Lo can* 
dour and indulgence. Failure has ceased to be 
ridiculous, .where presumption has ift)t made pre- 
tensions, nor confidence anticipated success. 

j^fany works therefore, distinguished by tins un- 
assuming, title*, have been well received, and have 
obtained a very exaltcd*placcfip the scale oflitcrary 
OL. xli. B 
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hondWB. None have become more popula/in their 
own country, than those periodical papers, which 
were published by the Tatler, thne Guardian, and 
the;'Spe£tator, and which ha,ve been successively 
imitated by fc^er liters. The* taste and moral^ 
of the ntftion hfrteNiehn more generally improved 
by these excellent though sltl>rt and detached com- 
positions, *thao by long*. regular, elaborate systems. 
They were addressed to the heart and .imagination, 
ftnd fitted for the jiaunts of*men engage^ in the em- 
ployments of common life;«wflile scientific tjxatiscs* 
of ethics were calculated only for the exercise of 
Scholastic deputation; fnwWheir influence on the 
conduct of life, if they ever possessed any, was 'cir- 
cumscribed jvifhin narrow limits. Addisqp, like 
Spcfates, to whom he has often been compared, 
brought down knowledge from those heights which 
were accessible only to pressed scholars, and 
pieced it within the reach of all, who, to najj.vad 
and common sense, added the advantage of a com- 
mon education. He it tfas who stripped philosophy 
of that unbecoming garb in winch she had been 
dfcypUed by her mistaken followers, and reprev 
*$*ted her attired by the Graces, like the Goddess 
oFBeauty. 

The votaries of the severer muses nave sometimes 
ventured to despise this eiAertaiitmg species of pro- 
ductions, as futile and* supertjcial. 9 They have 
asserted that truth needs nojt embellishment, and 
that the ornaments Vhich she borrows from imagi- 
nation tyre no fcss unbecoming than unnecessary. 
But the real utility of literary labours is to be esti- 
mated by the extent of their influence on the na- 
tional manners and understanding. Tquth, how- 
ever, when delivered with that systematic precision 
which is approved in tbe schools of philosophy, tf ill 
not have cWeA? enough to detain the common 
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reader who takes up a book for tnc amusement of 
a leisure tour, a|acl vfho must be tempted to admit 
instruction, by the prospect of receiving pleasure. 
In evefy thousandyof 1 those wh<y 1* ve been acNghted 
s^'ith the papers ot Addison, f>ccha$rnot more than 
one has' seen the Pryicipia of Newton. 1’nUes 
adequate to the merits of* so exalteif a geniu - as , 
was Ms who discovered the true systetn of the uni- 
verse, can scarcely be bestowed; nor is it*det l , icsion 
from liis fame to a^erJ*, that Ance hi* theories 
require a painful %at tent ion to coinpi /.‘en.{#them f 
they* will not generally Unattended to, # m i com-* 
nmreial country like our own, where only the short 
’ interval which the pursuit of gain, qjni the practice 
of mechanic arts affords, will be deVbfcd to letters 
by the more numerous classes of the community? 
And indeed must be confessed, that though the 
abstruser thoctrincs of philosophy may be highjy 
i .^westing to the man of science, and may qualify 
( hhft for a professors chair, ,or a seat at the board of 
longitude, yet they heem not to have any tendency 
to render him better in his civil Ind social relations* . 
1 never could find that # the Elements of Euclid 
taught any one to be a better father, husband, son, 
or citizen! 'Mathematical truth is indeed a mbit 
beautiful object Of conte/nplation ; but moral truth 
is better calculated* to excite and reward the atten- 
tion of the busy world. * 

The great Bacon, who pointed out the path to 
those sublime heights to philosophy, at which Ids 
followers hare arrived, woifld never have*brought 
his spe culation §Jjome to men's business and bosoms, 
to use his cywn expressions, if he had hot written his 
Essays ; & work which, as it was of the must exten- 
sile consequence, anil most easily understood, was 
the most popular of all his productions in his own 
country. The remarks contained in it are such 
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qs show thaf he had ah intimate knowledge of the 
human heart, and they have® a tendency to direct 
mankind in the right conduct of life. They are the 
institutes pf if science which ullwisli to lea.u ; hut 
how few^incow'Qariso^, are interested in the Novwr 
Orgaiium? Whether a man adopt the l^pothcticai 
or experimental philosophy is a matter of indiffer- 
ence to ftis Snoral conduct ; nor is a Cartesian ne- 
cessarily better or u of sc jjiun (lie admirer of the 
imorc modern anymore* probable system An omn- 
ia physics is. seldom productive of conseq lences 
injurious to one’s neighbour or one’s self. 

Bacon discovered new tracts ol a learning; be gave 
directions to pursue them ; he banished hypothesis, 
and # introduced expei iment : lie is deservedly the 
^jiory of our nation, as the restorer of true philo- 
sophy : but yet, without dett acting from his merits, 
we may express our regret that he did, not bestow 
more time and pains on the grand science of he 
nature. lie appears, from the specimens he is 
left us, to have been better qualified to advance it 
to pei faction thaft any modern. The example, 
however, of so profound a u liter, is sufficient to 
vindicate from the charge of futility, those little 
compositions, which, without the fort .ality of stu- 
died treatises, aim at insUuctiiq?the trader in the 
truth* of ethics, of criticism, a¥\4 v in all the more 
agreeable subjects of philosophy* 

In an age wheg Jjooks and a competent education 
are easily attaicjjible, all*i£yrks will be found to de- 
vote a considerable pGitiou of i bur* unemployed 
time to some kind of reading. But what shall they 
read during the interval. of half an hour, interrupted 
perhaps by the prattle of children, or the imperti- 
nence of visitors, or the calls business ? not along 
and tedious treatise, divided and* subdivided, and 
fcquirinjr at least the linsuspended attention of half 
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a day, Killy to comprehend the whole.* They seek 
relaxation^ but in tijis they find a task ; irksome, 
because it requires close application ; and unimprov- 
ing, because that appjication can only be desultory. 
But bird indeed must be his l<Jt, # wh^, in the moat 
Active apd most dissipated destine of life, cannot 
bestow the small space of time requirgd in the pe- 
rusal qf an Essay of A few plges. He yho^iossesseft 
surh^books as the.Religion*)f Nature Delineated, 
will qpt easily find betffcr guides but yet he will 
•oftenc^bc tempted teP take the S|ipctator from his 
shelves. He* who lias nevir thought of readifig the 
tedious, though instruotiv^ ?onferences«of Arrian,* 1 * 
, has*perhaps committed to memory the Enchiridion 
of Epicjctus. Even the form, ^the sijse. tlje weight 
of the volume, are circumstances which deseiVb 
he attended to in a subordinate degree, since they 
may contribute to render its influence more diffusive. 
Who could bear to carry a folio with him in his 
clianot, or recline on a sopha with a heavy quarto 
• in*his hand ? # * 

It must not, however, be supped, that this kind 
of works is adapted only to the superficial reader* 
Many subjects of morality and learning have beett 
.concisely discussed in a few pages, with a depth, 

, solidity, and originality of thought, rarely exceeded 
in any formal di*$eitation& The works of our Eng- 
lish divinefi, the best moralists in the world, have 
sometimes Jdst their effect by theirprolixity ; for the 
mind of man, though tompreheifldye to a very great 
degree, is yet circumscMbcd'withitf ceriain bounds, 
and, like a full vessel, offers all that is superfluous 
to run to waste. But the periodical JEssay satisfies 
the sqbjectf without fatiguing the attention, or over* 
burthening the memqfy. # 

/The detached nature of these writings enables'’ 
the writer to vary hi? style withoufironroprietv ; to 
a 3 
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be grave or gay, humorous or severe ; to fay down 
positive rules, or to teach by example ; to speak 
in his own person, or to in trod dice an ^ instructive 
' tale. Every volume contains a variety of subjects 
treated *in vadou# manners, and* suited to tfi<£ dispo- 
sitions of diffefant Readers, or of the same^readcr sit 
different times. Thus is idleness rendered attentive , 
and the iist&ss momchtt; of JleiAire are filled i^p with 
the advantages of stu^y, unmi?g?d with the toil of 
formal abdication. The Aiunterer is deceived into 
/employment, and the vityoas, the dissipated, the 
busy, 1 * are, as it were. In spite*of tilemsclWs. en- 
gaged in literary and a pki*on l >phical contemplation. 
Tbps extensively useful and entertaining* no 
wonder Ess av % have been more universally rend in 
Ahe*busy walks of life than any other productions. 

names and works of Montaigne, of Bacon, of 
Temple, of Collier, of Addison, of Steele, and of 
their successful followers, are held in* a degree of 
esteem, which neither the lapse pt‘ time, nof^lie 
caprice of fashion has been able to annihilate. ° 
There is scarcely an individual, not only of those 
who. profess learning, byt of those who devote any 
'joHfaeir time to reading, who has not perused the 
^tM&tators. Placed, however, in our hands in the 
earliest period of life, they have lest, m the eyes of 
many readers, the charm of novqjfy. To these per- 
haps new Attempts or Essays, similar at l*&$t in kind, 
may afford entertainment. Nbr shctald they be 
^becked as presuftjptuoi^, siifte, without the spirit 
of adventure, uaoflern.Jitemtturc w ould become sta- 
tionary dr retrograde,. The fame of those writers, 
Ijtowever greatj is but adequate to their merits ; but 
though it is true that they have presented us with 
Inch fine*gold, yet the miners still rich, and will 
er be exhausted. • • ? 

fifa the various cqpttynation of human passions. 
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originally llw in nuri^er, an infinite variety of moral 
appearances is found to arise. Political revolutions, 
religious rtiformiftioifi, the whims of fashion, and 
, the changes in literature, enable the moral writer, 
whenhd tiavels etfcrt in the beaten road of^n Es- 
sayist, t<^ discover prospects hit her* ./unobserved or 
not described. • 

Thc^ metropolis of a # gK«t # empire floiyr isliing in 
arts and commerc e^ is, as y were, the hot*bed of 
manner^, m which every qriaut shoots up vyjth forced 
JuMinancc.* In a harvest so plentiful, not only 
those \Vho fiist apply the sickle are rewarded with 
abundance, but many p y;*dfd sheaf regains to he' 
# pii l,od up by the c ireful gleauci. Andliappily for 
the morals and amusement, as well^as understand- 
ings of •our nation, the labourer^ have* bot*been* few 
nor unsuccessful. * 

The 1 preset# age has been colled an age of literary 
luxury; not let it blush at the appellation. Tlie 
pa P? ton tor letttys is attended with the sweetest 
• satisfactions; and the indulgence of it tends to silence 
the importunity of oflier passion^ which can seldom 
be gratified without consequent misery. 



JThljie seems to be a peculiar propriety in address* 
ing moral precepts to tlie rising generation. Be* 
sides that, like travellers entering on a journey, they 
want direction, * there arc circumstances which 
lender it probable, that instruction will be bore 
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efficacious ip youth than at a ifiaturer period. Long 
habits of business or pleasure v and an indiscriminate 
intercourse with mankind, often siiperimfuce a great 
degree o£ insensibility ; and the battered veteran at , 
last cimsiders^hi^adnionitions df the moralist as the 
vain babbling of a. sophist, and the declaration fif 
a scbooLbo^. The keen edge of moral perception 
is blunted bg long an8 feitoratfcd collision. Jo him 
who has lost the finer sensibilities, it is no less^ fruit- 
less to address o^inoral di&oursc, than to represent 
to the deaf, the. char ms oF, nfelody, or to the blind, 
the b&auties of a picture! r * 

But youth possessed **asihility in perfection ; and 
unless education has been totally neglected, or cito- 
neously pursued, its liabils are usually virtuous, 
furnished with a natural susceptibility, and free from 
’any acquired impediment, the mind is then in the 4 
most favourable state for the admission of instruc- 
tion, and for learning how to live. * 

I will then suppose a young map present wffqhas 
passed through the forms of p liberal education* at* 
school, and who i% just entering on the stage of life, 
to act his part accord! yg to hi* own judgment ,1 
will address him with all the affection and sincerity 
of a parent, in the following manner : 

lt You have violent passions implanted in you by, 
" Nature for the accomplishment of her purposes. 

“ But do not conclude, t as manf have dbnc to their 
“ ruin, that because they are violent, ^they are irre- 
“ sistible. The*sflme JTatutfc which gave you pas- 
* sions, gave* you and a love of order. 

“ Religion, added to the light of Nature and the 
44 experience € of mankind, has concurred in estab- 
M fishing it aa an unquestionable truth, that the 
“ irreguJkr or intemperate Indulgence of the pas- 
u sions is always attended with pain, in some mode 
u or other, which greatly exceeds its pleasure. 
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“ \ our passions will be easily restrained from 
“ enorinoustoKces^, if you really wish and honestly 
“ endeavour to restrain them. But the greater part 
of ymmg men stu^ly to inflame^ tlicir lutyfe and 
€ %givc uioin a degree of lbrrt^hich sthey possess 
“ not in :» state of nature. They run into tempta- 
“ tion, and desire nqt \o he ylclivercda from evil. 
“ The)* knowingly and 4 willingly sacrifice to mo* 
“ merit ary giatihcafions, # tlie 9 comfort of all which 
“ shoukl sweeten the rejnaiiuKr of <Kfe. B%in then 
J w ith wost sincere]} u ishlug to conquer these ^ub- 
“ tie and powciiul enormts wlych )ou carry in your 
k ‘bosom. ft ay for ditiftC Assistance. .Afraid soli- 
f ‘ tuefe the fii&t moment a loose thought insinuates 
its( It, iml hasten to the t oinpan y <S those whom 
m tt you lespect. Never conveise on subjects which* 
u lead to ini pipe ideas. Have courage to decline 
reading ingnoral books, even when they fall into 
“ y+H' liands. If )ou form a strong attachment to at 
“ vyftuous u oman 9 dare to marry early. It is better 
** to be poor than wicked. ‘Cherish the object of 
** your early love. Be industrious, and trust in 
** Providence. • 

“ Thus shall \ on avoid the perpetual torments of 
“ unruly affection, the most loathsome of diseases, 
and the thousand penalties of selfish celibacy* 
“ Thus shal] you ply&so God and your own heart, if 
*• it is a good* one; and displease none but an i)l- 
“ judging and wicked yorld, an^ j^erhaps a few of 
*• your covetous relation^ * • 

“ But really )ou have not $<*much to fear f^om the 
il violence of the concupiscible affections, when un- 
46 assisted by # voluntary compliance, a&from vanity. 
“ The pervAse ambition of arriving at th^ charac- 
“ tpr of a man of spirtt by vicious audacity, has of 
•* late universally prevailed, and has ruined the 
“ greater part of the British youth, /I have known 
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44 many young men proud of the impure*! of dis- 
44 tempers, and boasting of misfortune which are 
44 attended with the greatest pain and misery, and 
44 ou^ht to be accompanied with shame, ly r moie 
•* have takcntpams tp shine, amidst the little circle 
“ of their vicious acquaintance, in the character of 
“ gay libercincs, that* t^> acquire, by useful qualitie s, 

41 the esVeewi of the good. From vanity, aiv health 
41 and peace sacrificed, fortunes lavished without 
44 credit or enjoyment, every rclativcuand personal 
44 dejy neglected, and religion boldly jet nt-ueliancc. 

44 To be admitted intp^hc company of those who 
44 disgraefe the family tide which they inherit, thou- 
Ci sands plunge into debauchery without * pas- 
44 §ion, 4nte urunkenness without conviviJ enjoy- 
»* 14 inent, into gaming without the means or inclina- „ 
44 lion for play- Old age rapidly ad^nces. When 
44 vanity at length retreats from insist and from 
> 4 mortification, avarice succeeds ; and meawr.ess, 

44 and disease, and disgrace, and poverty, antF dis- 
44 content, and despair, diffuse clouds and darkness 
44 over the evening of life. Such is the lot of those 
14 who glory in their shame, and are ashamed of 
44 their glory. 

44 Have sense and resolution enough, therefore, 

44 to give up all pretensjons to tliose titles of a fine 
44 fellow, a rake 2 . or whatever napie the tern- 

44 porary cant of the vfeious bestows *on the distiu- 
44 gutshed liberftty?. Preserve your principles, and 
44 be steady in «your Conduct. And though your 
44 exemplary behaviour may bring apon you the 
44 insulting and ironical appellation of a Saint, a 
44 Puritan, car even a Methodist, persevere. It wiil 
44 be your turn in a few years, not indeed to in- 
44 suit, but to pity. Have spfrit. # Shew your Spirit. 

44 But let it b$ that spirit which urges you to pro- 
44 ceed against .all opposition in the path in which 
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“ you wc?e placed by \he faithful guide of your in- 
€ * fancy andsearly youth. Display a noble superi- 
“ ority in daring to disregard the spiteful and artful 
"< rcproacjies of the yain, who labour to make^you 
“ $ contort to folly, in order to Ifeep them in coun- 
“ tunancc> They will laugh at first, but esteem you 
“ in tlicir hearts, eventide jh$y laugh, cmd, in the 
“ end, revere your virtue*. <• * 

“ Let that generous courage which conscious 
u rectitude iqppires, cn^jle you to despise 8hd neg- 
lect the asapults % of ridicule. When all o^her 
“ modes of attack have failqfl, ridicule has sue- 
“ ceeded. Tlie bulwark’of Virtue, which has stood 
** firnlly against the weapons of argument, has* tot- 
“ tered on its basis, or fallen to the gftound, at tjie 
“ slightest touch of magic ridicule. In the colloge, - 
“ in the army, in the world at large, itis the power* 
“ ful engine jvnich is used to level an exalted cha- 
“ ra<tfgr. You will infallibly be attacked with it, if 
“ ygw are in any inspects singular; and singular in 
& many respects you must be, if you are eminently 
“ virtuous. ♦ 

•“ Love truth, and dare ter speak it at all events. 
“ The man of the world will tell you, you must dis* 
“ scnible; and* so you must, if your objects and 
‘‘tpursuits are as n/ean and as selfish as his. But 
“ your purposes a#e^ener^us ; and your means of 
“ obtaining thpm arc; therefore undisguised. Yin* 
“ mean well. Avow ygur meanipg, if honour re- 
“ quires the avowal, an<^ fear nothing. You will 
“•indeed do eight to wisfi to^lease;*but ygu will 
“ only wish to please the worthy ; and none but 
(l worthy actions will effect that purpose. With 
“ respect to.fhat art of pleasing which requires the 
“ sacrifice of your sincerity, despise it as the base 
“ quality of flatters, sycophants, cheats, and scoun* 
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“ drels. An habitual liar, besides that he will be * 
4i known and marked with lftfatrty, mifct possess a 
44 poor and pusillanimous heai t ; ibr l)ing ongmates ^ 
44 in cowardice. original C’s ■'dso in frauds and a' 

44 liar, whatever maydic his station, would ceitainb , 

44 if he were sure of secrecy, be a thief, ^orrv am 
44 I to s^y, 'that this dipbit is * ery frequent m the 
44 world ; efbn among those whd maki a figure m 
44 the r^lms of dissipation; among those, V hose 
u honour woukf compel thf»m to sfah you' to the' 

44 lie^rt, if )ou*\icre to tefl their plainly so<fnortify- 
44 ing a truth, that \cu^*onviet thorn of a lie. ‘ 

44 With* all your good qualities, unite the humility 
41 of a Christian. Be not morose. Bo cautious ot 
44 overvaluing* yourself. Make allowances/ for the* 
vices and errors which jou will daily see. lie-* 
44 member that all ha\c not had the benefit of moral 
“ instruction ; that a great part of mankind are in 
44 effect orphans turned loose into the w ide wfjrld, 

“ without one faithful fuend to*gi\e thuu advVc • 

4 ‘ left to find their own waj in a dark and rugged 
•* wilderness, with snares, and quicksands, and 
44 chasms, around them. Be candid therefore, and, 

44 among all the impiovunonts of educition and 
44 refinements of mnnneis, let the beautiful Christian 
44 graces of Meekness and Benefolenco shine mo^t* 
44 conspicuous. Wherc\er touVfti, relate distress, 

44 prevent mischief, anti do e*od ; b -t be neithei 
“ ostentatious, *o r cen^oriou^. 

14 Be chcer|ii4, aiid # £y*tefullv enjoy the good 
44 which Froudence lia*. bestowed upon }ou. But 
44 he moderate. Modi ration is the law" of enjoy- 
44 ment. AH beyond is nominal pleasure and real 
44 pain* 4 . . 

41 I will not multiply my pTccepts. Clioose good 
M books, and follow their direction. Adopt reli- 
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* gious, virtuous, manly principle. Fix them 
■* deeply ii* your bnstan, and let them go with you 
‘ unloosened and, .unaltered to the grave. 

“ Hjwrn follow advice from tlw* pure 

4 motive of serving you mo^ essentially. I have 
‘ given tyou, 1 will not indeed promise tnat you 

* shall not be unfortunate, gucordirig the com* 
‘ montidea of the word ^ but I will corifiiffnlly as- 
4 sure you, that ydu sluJI n<5t be unhappy. I will 

* not promise; yoA wcyldly succesl, but l vVill en- 
*' gage* that you 4mll dt serve it, and shall know 
‘ how to beat the want of it,”* 


No. IJJ. Classical Learning \ indicate!*. 


A ]T\v men of wit, who, in a Jon*; intercourse with 
tlie fashionable wmld, had* probably forgotten that 
little knowledge of the anciei/t languages and au- 
thors which they had acquired nr school, have en- 
deavoured to brifig into discredit the prevailing 
mode of e^ucntirti^ widen devotes so much time 
to the study of (%recian *md Homan literature. 
Possessed of natural pj^rts, theyji.^ve, perhaps, be- 
sides, enjoyed all those advantage's ofgoori company 
and extensive commerce }\fih the living* world, 
which both excite, and give occasion to display, 
great abilities. They became, therefore, distin- 
guished characters in ^heir time, though tfceir solid 
attainments were lew,* and greatly defective. -But, 
wh&tiier figure tTiey made* they wop Id have shone 
w.'ih still greater lustre, if they had/ctained a tine* 

V’M . XTJ. C . * 
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ture of that elegance and liberality of sentiment 
which the mind acquires by o study of tke classics* 
and which contributes more to form the true Gentle- 
man, ,^hati the substituted mjameuts of*}v»oderti 
affectation. # 

The example of these illustrious, but superficial 
* persona ges, ih as indued every 4 prater, who lias been 
taught td litp broken l'rcnth, and dance a minuet, 
to laugh at the lubberly boy, a * he calls him. who 
spends a* dozen years at school, in learning «*Creek 
andj^utin. He unfairly reprints /his time, as 
spent solely in acquiring the languages, ignorant 
that a tas^c is often forftued in it for those authors, 
which may furnish the puros*. and the most elegant 
pleasures during the rorn^.kr of life. 

*• 'the pert vivacity of assured ignorance has often 
persuaded the fonu mother to discard^ the tutor for 
the dancing-master ; to he more solicitous that the 
hopes of the family, the heir, perhaps, to a titju,. an 
estate, and even a share of legislation, .^liould.^c 
taught to hold up his head, than be furnished with 
those ideas and pr*nciples, which would render him 
truly happy in himself, and an honour and advan- 
tage to his friends and to his country. 

Even among those who are fully sensible of the 
necessity of improving the beauties of the mind, as 
well as the graces of the pershnf therq prevails a 
predilection for moden. languages aijd modern li- 
terature to the c e t \clqsion o/ the ancient. In the 
Idea of these, a sufficients stock of historical know- 
ledge i%to be |aincd by an attention t<> the events 
of tlie two or three last centuries ; and a sufficient 
acquaintance^ th philosophy and polite learning, 
from a perusal of the writer; of France, and Italy. 
Collections of letters and state-papers, and the epi- 
grammatic narratives of the Historian of Fcrncy, 
are to supply t^o place of Herodotus, Thucydides, 
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and Livy. Ariosto, Tasso, and tfoileau, are to be 
read in preference to* llomur, Virgil, and Horace; 
and the works of .Voltaire alone to be substituted in 
the pltoe of all the^dfctry, all tjicf philosophy, and 
2\ll the njftory that lias ever buen written. In conse* 
quence of these mistaken notions, our great gram* 
mar-schools, which have produced so rmjpy ornU- 
ments human nature* are exploded By many, as 
the rents of illiberal n^nners and of aftliquated 
learning. • i 

In* answer to the charge, that ilfibcral' makers 
are the disgraceful cbaractefiatic of boys m educated 
in grammar-schools, I must confess I afti pleased 
Vith the natural simplicity of that ag£ of spcightli* 
ness antWncxperiencc, nor do 1 knov/af sight mare 
truly ridiculous, than that of a boy of fourteen af- * 
fecting the Graces, and behaving among his supe* 
riors in age^and attainments, with all the disgusting 
caso of self-sufficiency. The same natural good 
senate which makes the bo^ act in character, will 
teach the man a marrty behaviour. And 1 believe 
every judicious person had rather^see his son, whiles 
vfcry young, partaking in *the noisy mirth of his 
school-fellows, than bowing and grinning in the 
insipid circle c£ a card-party. 

• With respect tonhe othqr charge, that a learned 
education i% a littl?* out of fashion in some polite 
circles, we confess nod lament that it is true« But 
though we allow fashion to dictate without control, 
the exact dimensions of.a b’ufklc hr, a head-dress, 
yet a regard fertile honour and happiness *of hu- 
man nature induces us to dispute her sovereign 
authority in those things ori which depend the man- 
ners and sentiments pf a rising generation. • 

Ifj however, it i$ graflted/that the true gentleman, 
that is, the man of enlarged notions* $nd polished 
taste, cannot, by* any jacthod'of * 5 &faftticfn, be so . 
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yell formed, as by the classical ; yet it by no means^ 
follows, that those whose hatfmiefts must, in a great' 
measure, depend oil less comprehensive views of 
me a and things, should be instructed in *1# same 
mode. ,The time that is usually spent yi r Lilly’* 
Grammar, and in acquiring just so much knowledge 
of the L^itift language »s may inspire a young man 
with vanity but which can hot enable him tft enter 
into the^pirit of an author i> certainlv ill bestowed. 
He who is designed for a vulgar wall' of life had 
much better b£ reading- Win gat/ :’s Arithmetic than 
( ’order) ’s Colloquies * and learning the Hide of 
Three th&n the Syntax. 

Thg. mistakes of well-meaning ignorance are t d 
bfrpitied afid excused. But how shall we apologise 
'for those who move in a higher sphere, and who ^ 
-cannot but know, tlmt the greatest uen our nation 
lias produced, whether greatness is estimated by 

J lower, wealth, title, knowledge, or virtue, have 
aid the foundation ol\their eminence in our gram- 
mar-schools, where little else was taught but clas- 
sical learning ? MW shall we apologise for these, 
when they slight a mddc of education whicli the 
experience of ages* has proved to be efficacious, 
ana adopt a new one, which, from?* its superficial 
nature, cannot form the man ofrdignity, or of just 
taste? Would a More, for instance,, a Sidney, a 
Raleigh, a Milton, a ' Tempi*, and , many others, 
have attained that perfection of character, at 
which they %<ipired ^aftd arrived, if they had been 
educated in the superficial modes ? * 

Some leading authors seem to have wished that, , 
all our lite&ry inquiries should be limited to that 
period which they are pleased to distinguish by call- 
ing it the age of Lewis XIV.* 1 1 is indeed a shining * 
interval in the revolutions of time; but most oT the 
grf at characters th&t appeared in it, were formed 
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on the models of a better age, the age of Augustus, 
or of PerMes. *And I know not, Whether toe glo- 
rious reign of our own Elizabeth might not exhibit 
exanltoles of probity 1 and leartgntr, valour*and pat- 
a-iotisra^itter for the imitation «f an Englishman, than 
those of any epoch in, the annals of our rival nation* 
While, however,* we reprobate th(^i<jp& of con- 
fining attention td the writings and trSnsactions of 
the fast three hundred >ears, it must bc^onfessed 
# that this period deserves regard. The inventions 
of th^ compass, of printing, of gi/npowder, apd a 
consequent spirit of egterpraze, have rendered mo- 
dern times peculiarly interesting. DuArig this pe- 
* riod, the French nation, to use their own idea, have 
been remarkably awakened ; nor wnl*any man of 
letters, with just pretensions to taste, rest satisfied* 
without reading the works of Fcnelon, of Boileau, 
and of many others who have w ritten in the tryc 
spirit of the ancients. He will, after all, acknow- 
that they arc but imitations of those originals, 
which are no less opdn to us than they were to them ; 
and will confess it to be a want 8f spirit, to drink at 
Tthc distant stream, when* we have access to the 
fountain. If we can be contented with Imitations, 
we have' excellent ones in the works of Pope and 
1 Addison. But Wlijt sculptor would be satisfied with 
examining* the ffhvstcr bust, who was at liberty to 
walk in the Florentine gallfry? * 

There is certainly something in «the character of 
an Englishman analogowvto yie disposition of an old 
Roman. He has a natural generosity, and love of 
independence. He has also a gravity of temper, 
better adanted to mental and moraPimprovement, 
than any other ; because more capable ofc fixed at- 
tention. French vivheity is foreign to his nature ; 
fashion, indeed, makes him sometimes adopt it, but 
it sits awkwardly on him, lessens his inward <Jpn- 
c 3 * 
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sciousness of dignity, and lowers him no less in the„ 
estimation of others. The icl^as bf a Roman are 
congenial to him. 1 1 is mind, when cultivated by a 
classicaheducatiur?, .shoots up Ho- maturity wi^i tlie 
vigour of gn indigenous plant, but thrives slowly, like-- 
the exotic, when nurtured only by the slender sup- 
plies of foreign and superficial instruction. 

The pofiViVof external grace may indeed be de- 
ferred till the approach of manhood. When solidity 
is obtained by pursuing the n> nles prescribed by our 
forcldherS, then may the "file bt used. Thfc firm 
.substance will bear attrition, and the lustre thefl ac- 
quired wifi be durable. A sensible father, who is 
not hiry self a convert to the effeminacy of the times, 
had rather Sefe a son forming himself as a'scholar 
•stnd a man, on the example of an old Roman or 
Athenian, than imitating, in his writing and actions, 
the undignified vivacity of nations whicb have been 
taught by their philosophy to degrade human nature. 

Surelv, no one will dpny that tlie two principal 
objects in a well-conducted education, are, to culti- 
vate a good heartland to give the understanding 
such additional strength* and information as may 
safely direct the heart in the various Events of life, 
and teach the possessor of it to ayt u jv to the com- 
parative dignity of human nature. # But attainments 
merely ornamental have little tendehey to^ccomplish 
either of these purposes. 1 On the contrary, as they 
add a lustre without solidity, they induce idleness to 
content itself vyith th^ appearances of merit, which 
are easify assumed, and to neglect the reality, as 
' attainable only by a painful and unostentatious ap- 
plication. Tney, inspire confidence without worth 
to support it; they give an ainof insolent superiority 
which often defeats even the ‘purpose of pleasing; 
and however they may cause admiration in the dissi- 
pated and superficial? they arc little esteemed bv 
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those whose applause is valuable, men of approved 
virtue and dispassionate reflection. They arc then 
only useful and truly graceful when tlmy tend to 
rende^gpod character*; more conspicuously jjuiuabJe. 


No. IV. Oft tlic JVibdyfii of aiming at Perfection. 


■The infirmity of human nature is a topic on which 
the profligate love to enlarge. Tl.f y m ar.e^pt to 
deduce an argument from it no less injurious than, 
fallacious. Tiiey infer from the concession that 
man is natpplly weak and corrupt, that the precepts 
of styct morality are utterly useless, and originate 
in, one of the nmin prod’s of human imbecility, an 
ill-grounded pride. # * 

Man is indeed a weak creature; but he is also an 
improvcable. creature. Ilcims strong passions ; but 
he has also strong powci s within him to counteract 
their operatic- -lie possesses reason; and his hap- 
piness certainly depends upon the voluntary use or 
abuse, the negleot dr the Exertion, of this faculty. 

It seerns* probable, that tihey who urge the aneffi- 
caey of philosophical £m! moral precepts, are only 
endeavouring to excuse their owipmdolonce. They 
who feel thproselves* lift/o i.ldined To correct their 
misconduct, are very solicitous to persuatfe them- 
selves that they are unable. » 

Indeed,, \rlicrcver human creatures are found, 
iliac also are to be found vice and misery! Nor is 
thTs appearance only among the rude ana the illitc- ^ 
rate, but among those vyho aue adorfted with all the 
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arts of human knowledge. Observation affords, 
many- examples of those, who* after having recom- 
mended virtue in the most forcible manner with all 
the appearance sincerity, haye at last faUofa into 
the disgrace and wretchedness of singular prpftigacy- 
Contrary to their conviction, their interest, their 
character, ta all that teamed estimable in their own 
eyes, theyirsve descended frbm the towering heights 
of virtue into the abyssts of vice/ * 

Such ‘instance* do indeed pften occur, and they, 
are dually blazoned and exaggerated by triumphant 
delinquency. In maiy^cases of degeneracy, 'it is 
probable tkat the appearances of virtue were insin- 
cere. But allowing, what indeed the uniform deci- ' 
sions hr observation, reason, and religion,® clearly 
^declare, that human nature is weak in the extreme; 
yet I would draw a different conclusion from that 
which is deduced by the patrons of libertinism. 

' The nature of man is extremely infirm ; therefore 
I argue, let every effort be made to # acquire strength. 
It cannot be said that the endeavour must of ne- 
cessity be abortive^ it cannot be said that wc have 
not natural incitements* sufficient to encourage a 
vigorous attempt. We have nice sensibilities of 
moral rectitude, we have a natural love of excel- 
lence, we have intellectual powefa capable of infi- 
nite improvement, we have prefects innumerable, 
and, to the honour of 1 humaq nature, let it be 
added, that exatqp(cs also greatly abound. 

Many individuals, wht> polled themselves among 
the severer seefs of aifbient philosophy* have exhi- 
bited most animating proofs of the strength of 
human naturef It is not to be supposed that they 
posseesec^faculties more in number, or more perfect 
m their kind, than the present (ace. But they 
loved excellence, and they believed that they were 
cabbie of it. 'that belief operated most favourably 
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on their exertion. They succeeded in their at- 
tempts, anil stand forth among mankind like colossal 
statues amid a collection of images less than the 

‘ life. \ # . 

„ I hop^ therefore it will be gendering an effectual 
service to mankind, if I can revive this bolidf among 
the gay and the dissipated* Philo^phers have 
already received it ; Un plulosoplters:»*a*e to the 
rest of mankind wlfcit a droptof water is to an ocean. 
The pretended philoscjphers are i Aimer ou indeed ; 
but thay commonly divulge opinion* which tend to 
degrade and vilify human nature. Popularity 
seems to be more fhtfir object than the sublime 

• satisfaction of discovering and communicating useful 
truth. «ttut were the generality of mankind corn, 
vinced that tjiev are capable of arriving at lngh # 
degrees of excellence, anil consequently led to 
aspire at i^, moral evil would certainly decrease, 
and society would assume a fairer appearance. 
Mitch misery and much evil of all kinds will always 

• be in it, during this sublunary state ; but that share 
of it which is obstinately and presumptuously occa- 
sioned by our own folly, may certainly be removed 
by the correction of that folljin 

What is done in the works of art may be effected 

• in morals. WciVa musical instrument to be placed 
in the ham|s of & peasant who had never heard or 
seen one, a^tl werp he toAd that he might, if he 
were to attend to it, cyll forth sounds from it which 
would delight every heare/, he would not he in- 
duced by any argument* to ITJlieve tflu possjjlility of 
it. Yet let him regularly Jearn ami practise a due 
time, and he w ill arrive <u a degree of skill, which, 
though far # froni perfection, will appear miraculous 
on comparison with* bis original inability. So in 
lif8, if you iiffonu your disciple that he is able to 
reach a great degree of exceilencC|* and urge him 



KNOX’S ESSAYS. 


N° 4 . 


OO 

to the attempt, he will infallibly make great ad- 
vances* and improve to his own astonishment. But 
indulge his natural indolence, timidity, or despair, 
by expatiating <*n. the irremediable weakness of 
human nature, and you effectually preclude even 
bis endeavours, and add to his natural imbecility. 

Ifi the w oiks of art* in sculpture, and in painting, 
iu the, sulwli date operations of mechanical inge- 
nuity, to what perfection does the hand of man 
attain ? "v\ r lien n ravage sccs k a watch, he adores it 
as a^Godrf No-eapiestne^s of assertion would con- 
vince him that it was, the work of a creature in all 
respects like himself, except in acquired dexterity. 
And can man improve himself so highly in the 
manutfr arts %in science, and in the productions of 
«taste, and be unable to arrive at realfand solid im- 
provement in the finest art and the lujblest science, 
the art and the science of conducting lif'u»? Half the 
attention and the constancy which is displayed in 
acquiring skill in an occupation by which money is 
to be gained, if bestowed on the melioration of the 
jmorals, would usually produce a most laudable 
character.' 

The slate of thing8«is so constituted, that labour, 
well bestowed and properly directed, always pro- 
duces a valuable effect. Away tlkn with the philo- 
sophy which increases the wcakhpas of Qur nature, 
by representing it as insuperable. Our personal 
excellence and*l^ppiness, t our friends and our 
country, are jgroatly interested in exploding the 
pusillaoiirifaus philosofuy. We shall indeed often 
fall ; but let us rise again undeleted. Our failings 
will be great? but great also may be our virtues. 
At least^ according to an ol<j and just observation, 
by aiming at absolute perfection, we shall approach 
it much more nearly than if we sat down inactive 
through despair., • 
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The modern philosophers and thrir disciples, 
while they 'assert* the inefficacy of philosophy, of 
moral precepts, of religious influence, arc inclined 
* to matat^in, that th^,effect whicl^thesf only pretend 
tp prodhpc, may be produced, by modern hoyour, I 
would only, in reply to their insinuation, ask them 
these question.^ : Who are tb<* persons 4v f ho openly 
and proudly commit deeds at which the child of 
nature, even the savage., would shudder ; ^who is 
guilty «of* the meanest cruellest seduction*; who 
wears «t sword ready to plunge it into the* heart of 
his dearest friend for a trifling* provocation ; who is 
ready to glory in breaking the peace o# conjugal 
Hiie, and ruining a family for the gratification^' lust 
or vanity ? Unerring experience repjitft. Men «of* 
Honour ; all, tdl honourable men. 

From suchiidelusion let the untainted* mind of 
youth haste# to escape. To religion and morality 
let it fly for solid comfort, and for those assistances 
whieh can alone repair thje ruins made in the 
glorious fabric of human nature by the fall of Adam. 
With our utmost endeavours, both reason and 
divinity inform us we shall he at last greatly defec* 
tive. Whither then shall vte go for succour? 
whither shall we turn to find that which shall sup- 
port our weakness;*' and supply our defects ? Philo- 
sophy is often vain,, but religion never. To the 
Deity we must have rccoufke, who will certainly 
strengthen us by his grace, and pardon our involun* 
tary failures, of his infinity jji^jcy. 
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No. V. On the Fear of appearing Singular. 


Few amqnjft mankind arc able? and perhaps fewer 
are willing, to take th^ trouble 'of preservirfg with 
consistency a system of principles purely of* their 
own selection. They separate themselves infl> large 
divisions*, which, like the flocle conducted •by the 
sheep and bell, impfaitly # tread in the ffotslfips of 
some distinguished leader. Thus is the pain of 
cons^Mng tjje judgment in every emergency easily 
'avoided. The road becomes a beaten anfl a wide 
pne, and each individual knows whole to step, only 
by seeing where another has stept bAorc him. 

, But if the chosen leader is a treacherous nr in- 
judicious guide, the follower must inevitably be 
led into evil. Now it«unfortmmtolv happens, *tha^ 
the leaders, who are the m<M likely to attract the 
mote numerous hfcrds, arc the least likely to possess 
the" tn ore valuable nualities. For what is it which 
chiefly attracts popular notice ? Vanity and effron- 
tery, But these qualities iiujjly dispositions ob- 
viously inconsistent with aij Eminent and solid 
virtue; though almost always# u*ni ted with showy, 
superficial, and deceitful ornament's. Thus it 
happens, that *tl?a fashionable modes of thinking 
and living, v*htftevc| ' Y ¥>des in the vicissitudes of 
tmtnfttt afrairs assume* that name, wiH seldom bear 
the test of inquiry, without discovering that they 
are futile and culpable. For who, indeed, was the 
great legislator who established them’ r* Some rich 
man,' or gome titled lady, distinguished for boldness, * 
but not for excellence; vain, presumptuous/ and 
dictatorial, though* qualified neither bv* nature, 
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parts, nor education, to prescribe to others ; and 
elevated to # empife by a concurrence of favourable 
contingencies with their own aspiring efforts. Once 
’ scatecTott the thronu* their edicy* are*arbitrary and 
iaresistiftic. With the authority of their signature 
there is no deformity vvjiich will not assume* the ap- 
pearance of beauty,* no viqptvhich will not appear 
with at! the confftlcncc # which natural I y^Oelongs to 
virtue, but which the delicacfv of virtue is Jpo apt 
{p coxtteal. • / * 

The* subjects oft thesd self-erected tyrants .are 
most*truly slaves, though voluntary slaves ; but as 
slavery of any kind is unfavourable to hilinan hap- 
piness and improvement, I will venture t<^jjjtfer a 
few suggestions, which may induce tfit^ubjugatgcL 
tribes to revolt, and claim their invaluable birth-’ * 
right, their natural liberty. 

To select a model tor imitation is one of the best 
methods of facilitating the acquisition of any excel- 
lence. A living friodel not cpily shows what is to be 
done, but how. Thu imitation must not however 
be servile. A .servile imitation if that which obeys 
flic dictates of the inastei*without venturing to in- 
quire into the reason of it. •The servile imitator 
paces in the same round, like the mill-horse, whose 
■ eyes are hoodwinked, that Jie may not be allured by 
intervening olijccfs/o deviate from the tedious circle 
into a path of his otgn choicfc. ' ’ 

It may not be improper to premise, that to ©jae 
individual his own natural rights at) possessions, of 
whatever Lind, are as valuamc as those of another 
are to that other. Jt is his own happiness which is 
concerned in his choice of principle# and conduct. 
By these !j*ms to stand, or by these to fall* 

In making important choice, then, Jet the 
tense of its importance lead him to ^ssert the rights 
of man. These rights will justify him in acting and 

vOL. M.I. D * 



26 KNOX’S ESSAYS. N® 5 . 

thinkings as far as the laws of that community, 
whose protection he seeks, can allow, according to 
the suggestions of his own judgment. Me will do 
fight tp avoid adopting any system of principles, or 
following any pattern of conduct, which Ins judg- 
ment has not pronounced conducive to his happi- 
ness, and consistent with nic duties ; consistent 
with thosi 'duties whicn h€ owes to his God, to his 
neighbour, to himself, 4 ' and to his society. Though 
the snaifil circle 1 with whcl :i he is personally con- 
d may thmk and acrdiffertiotly, and muy even 
despise and ridicule In’s singularity, yet Jet him per- 
severe. His duty, his freedom, his conscience, and 
his happiness, roust appear to every man, who is not 
hoodwfhked^superior to all considerations. 

• Men act wrong scarcely less ofte i from the de- 
fect of courage, than of knowledge and of prudence. 
Dare to be wise, said an ancient ; in orcter to which, 
it will first be necessary to dare to be singular,. But 
in this and every other effort of virtue, it must not 
be extended beyond tlie golden mean. The sin- 
gularity which 1 recommend will be as distant from 
tnovoseness and misanthropy, and from ridiculous 
oddity, as it wiH from an unmanly and pernicious 
submission to those who possess no reasonable right 
to take the lead. 4 

. If the immoderate fear of appearing singular is 
injurious to health, to fortune, tp peace of mind, and 
to rational enjojpupnt, as perhaps on a farther con- 
sideration it mil appear be, 1 shall contribute 
someth jpg to |romoti^napniness, by daring to be 
so singular as^o recommend singularity. 

Of the many young men who impair their con- 
stittttiops by early excess and debauchery, a great 
part is instigated to irregularity Jjy other motives 
than the impulses of passion. A young man just 
introduced into the company of his equals enter- 
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tains a natural and a laudable desire to recommend 
himself to rtieir favoun If they indulge in wine to 
excess, or in any other intemperance, he must do 
* no likewise ; for he qaifnot bear to J)e singular ; and 
bps, bodies, received among Jiiis prudential rules, 
that be is to do as the rest do, wherever be* may be 
fixed ; and who indeqd 'will dale to disobey the pre- 
cept which commands as, While we aroint. Rome, 
to do»as they do at Home ? Thus is the favour of 
our temporary companies gained * but outfiealtb, 
tfhich^vas designed to endure, and with proper 
management would have endured, till the regular 
decays of nature, is greatly injured, or Molly de- 
stroyed. I will then venturd to exhort the young 
man, no* so much to dread the imputJftkni oTsin^ 
gularity, as tolendangcr the loss of that which can* 
seldom be completely regained, and without which 
no favour, 410 applause, no popularity, can give to 
life its natural sweetness. 

With respect tb that ruin which consists in tho 
loss of fortune and the accumulation of debt, it i* 
daily effected by the fear of singularity. However 
their finances may have declined, they who are 
whirled in the vortex of fashion, cannot retrench, 
They must act as their equals act ; they must, like 
others, dress, kcej>b table* # an equipage, and resort 
to public diversions.^ it is necessary , according to 
their ideas; and they tacitly® acknowledge the», obli- 
gation to be much greater than t,f)s£ of the moral 
duties. Tor who could bear’to btw odd people, to 
descend among the tribes '’oTbhose w$KHn np body 
knows, and who indeed are distinguished only for 
the plain qualities of probity ami deceocy ?. Iodul- 
gencies aruj “extravagancies ate thus allowed, not 
altogether lor the pleasure they afford, but often 
frotif the horror 'of singularity. It is # t o be wished, 
that the liorror of a bankruptcy, a gaol, an elope- 
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ment, or a pistol, possessed even half' tlic in- 
fluence- • * * 

In destroying health and fortune, it certainly de- 
stroys /hat pcaiy? of mind, ^without which till ex- 
ternal advantages Vjmtever are but like lprasic and 
paintings, banquets and perfumes, to him who lias 
lost all powtors of perception* #But supposing health 
and fortuf* to be preserved, yet the fear oh singu- 
larity will lead to omi/sions and commissions which 
will onfc day hurt a consignee not ciitirely»inser.- 
sfbjp. Religion and duty*enjoiq, manyalnngt, which 
are real solecisms aqd downright baibaris ins in the 
school ofifushion. 1 

When health, fortune, and peace, are gone, it 
^truiy*®? juitiy said, no arguments are necessary to 
*p7ove that there can be no enjoy mfnt But sup- 
posing them not entirely renounced, land that room 
were left for some degree of happiness, even that 
little would be greatly lessened by a too scrupulous 
fear of deviating from the arbitrtiry standard of a 
fantastic mode. The fables, iiincics. inclinations of 
other men, cannot please us like the genuine ch&icc 
of our native feelings, directed by our own judg- 
ment. They n#jy indeed be adopted, and even 
loved; but an lido pled cliild seldom excites and 
aoothes ouf sensibilities in a degree equal to that* 
which is dieted by our own. 9 c 

Upon the whole, lrc.innot # lielp thinking, that 
however Pride piqy vaunt hyrself, and Fashion may 
assume airs of superior wisdom in her choice, it is 
singulqfly foolish, allur’d/ and wicked, to decline 
any practician d any habits, however unusual, 
which tend : *d tender one singularly learned, sin- 
gularly ^good, and singularly t happy. « t 
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No. VI. On the Injustice and Cruelty of the Public 
Prints . 


A free country is tflat hi wh&h not oftk the life 
mid the* property of every individual, but ms reputa- 
tion also, which i* often dearer t<j bjm than, both, is 
secured by efficient law£ # That country is not the 
land of*pcrfc£t liberty, however it nun arrogate ihe 
name? in uliic.h the clpiraottr of evuy member 
may be traduced at pleasure in the tu<»*i public 
manner, without redress, and without ll^>o«*ibility 
of an adequate exculpation. Oppression of thr 
people may proceed from the people, as well as 
from the throne. The liberty of the pres? is preg- 
nant with advantages; but the licentiousness of it 
tccnis with evils wjnch almost couuitroalanee them. 
It isVrue, that the liberty of she press is es^ntial to 
civil liberty. Hut vvlfjy do we estimate the enjoy- 
ment of civil liberty as one of the greatest of human 
blessings ? Confessedly because it J|Uj>ws the natural 
and reasonable possession of alf t heights and privi- 
leges of man, in Ivi^ individual and connected state; 
liecause it sccurcsTo^him thti enjoyment of all which 
find, and reason, ard nature, and his relative situa- 
tion, have taught him to hold dear. That kind and 
degree, therefore, of liberty wjiichvjahopt be secured 
without endangering alUlha#?, ceftasnly frustrates 
the primary purpose of a free constitution. Kbertjrj 
under such circumstances, operatesotfhuman hap- 
piness with ajl the malignant influence * 1 of real des- 
potism. - • % 

Qur own country unconstitutionally the freest on 
the face of the globe. If there is any oppression in 
v 3 • 
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it, it proceeds frqni the people, and operates on 
themselves. And there is a species of* oppression 
jKJculiarly cruel and unjust, its it 'often falls heaviest 
on the good, the peaceable, and the inoffensive. 

It is true indeed, that, iii this free country, we 
have laws for the punishment of dcfaniafibn ; bat 
nothing is more easy than to evade them. They do 
indeed sometimes prevent an <tyen attack ; but they 
cannot preclude the ^various and indirect methods 
Of disseminating calumny, which ingenuity, Stimu- 
lated by malice or the Iftpe of gum, can* easily 
invent. ' 1 1 v 

The laws of the Twelve Tables made defamation 
a capital t rime. The punishment was rigorous. It 
appgacpd so jn the age of Augustus, and was changed 
*4o corpor8l "chastisement. It was ngain tendered 
'capital in the reign of Valentinian ; rfml the severity 
with which so wise a people as thfe Homans have 
.treated this crime, from the earliest the latest 
period of the empire, evidently shuns how deep a 
sense they entertained* of its malignant indueneb on 
the happine&s of society. ° % 

Our laws are indeed less severe. We arc justly 
jealous of our , liberty. * I will not suggest an idea 
which can tendpl the infringement of that liberty. 
I am grateful to Providence for having placed me in 
a country where it so gloriously prevails. There is 
no sacrifk&i consistent with innocence, which a 
good man would not nfake, todiand chnvn the bles- 
sings derived front our fathevs, undiminished to our 
children. W|atTl noJLsay, tends most effectually 
to preserve them inviolate : for, to express my ideas 
in the wordf/o^the learned Blackstonc, to censure 
the lieefS&t^ess, is to maintain the liberty, of the 
press. J** • 

, Lei, therefore, the laws retnain unaltered, if, the 
alteration is attended with danger. 1 will only ap- 
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peal to the hearts, the manners, and the understand- 
ings of my readers, for the voluntary reformation 
which 1 would effect* a reformation to be hog im 
. and completed by themselves, and which, instead 
of impairing civil lii^rfy, will enlarge it, nod will 
render ftl a diffusive good, afoiost unalloyed with 
evil : A rare condition pf human felicity I 

With respect to the writc^sfuid the janblishcra of 
calumiiy, they haVe usually hut one or too objects 
in vi<*W; either the gratiticaflon ot malice, or the 
teaming of a morsel o ‘/bread. Rut hunger and 

passioffare powerful incitements. ‘I^u* wbihpcrsj)!' 
rcasdh, and justice, and hmji&nitv, will scarcely he 
heard amidst the clamours of assailants so importu- 
nate. From them, therefore, we seek not redress 
by expdfetulatum. We apply to the jfberjTftntjk 
ments of a people truly Iree, who value their free- 
dom, and w ho possess sense enough to take the most 
effectual methods for its security. They wid rc- 
ziouncv the poor pleasure which they receive' from 
the’gratilicatiun of an improper curiosity, when 
they find that if <unnt>t be gratified without render- 
ing the liberty of the press a source of misery to the 
most deserving hu the community ; when they find 
that the people’s licentiousness effectually saps 
the foundation of liberty, than tne ambition of a 
* king. 

Let us turn oufqjUcution to the origin and pro- 
gress of thai*specie^of publtcation, which, within a 
few years, has become « general patnc of complaint 
among all the moderate gmdjjhe wtdi-principled. A 
mechanic, after a servile apprenticeship, set* up for 
himself in the art of printing; an art which, when 
honourably exercised, is singularly u%eful and esti- 
mable ; but* like many other arts, it is overrun by 
its. professors. # .The young adventurer therefore 
iintls it necessary to strike a bold, stroke, as it is 
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termed, in order to procure profit* and distinction. 
If he has friends, and can raise money, and institute 
a partnership, he engages in a news-paper. In 
order to gain notice, it must not at first be mode- 
rate, but must abound in abust^ and in anecdote. A. 
letter-box is' fixed £o the window of soAo of the 
most public streets in the metropolis. Into this re- 
ceptacle eve»> dark, assassin ‘is tacitly invited to 
throw his*poison< d dose. <No man is so vinuous as 
not to have failings. *No man is so inconsiderable as 
not to^have enemies. HeV then is ar opportunity 
of exposing tlmse secrets, winch perhaps tke con- 
fidence of a friend lias made known to the trea- 
cherous divuiger of them, and of gratifying the 
malice of a coward with safety, and by the infliction 
of tfiPcrw4U*.st injmy ; that malice which Hvas per- 
haps excited only by a superior dt gref of i xcellcncc. 
And who is to sit in judgment on what is received? 
Those who are often aitcnt've to their interc»t alone. 
The papers are submitted to the consideration of 
some dark conclave; and if it $( etns good to the in- 
visible agents who sit m it, the talc of infamy, the 
oblique insinuation, the whisper of- suspicion, the 
invention of the wanton, the belief of the credulous, 
the virulence ofjepveoge. private pique, and public 
resentment, are in a few hours scattered over the 
empire. , 

In this manner the public qrects a despot over 
themselves* One of their own qrder, and sometimes 
one of the obsqp^est persons in it, institutes a tri- 
bunal, where sentenetjs pronounced on all, fre- 
quently, without due'examination, and with little 
regard either to justice or to mercy. No other 
limits are assigned to the severe decree, which is 
issued out to brand with infajny the best of charac- 
ters* than those which are necessary to escape the 
letter of the law, and elude the possibility of a sue- 



cessful prosec utii'ii. So unmanly and so cruel are 
the decisions of lliis arbitrary tribunal, that even 
female innocence is often punished with its severest 
•sentciujbs. Virgin purity and conjugal virtue are 
blackene|)|willi aspersions wliiclj can scarcely ever 
be wiped ofl'. Wounds are inflicted on the parent a . 
heart wliich no time <*m f lieal : |br one gyeat misfor- 
tune attending this. niode«of scandal is, tjyit though 
all already to listen to the calumny, few have can- 
dour ai]d patience to heapiud ndmitrthe vindication. 
Many jpe tlu;attuc^, win* never set; the defence. 
Even. if the vindication were as generally received 
as the abuse, it is a cruet necessity to be forced re- 
luctantly forward on the public eve, to be obliged 
to answer severe and groundless* charge, frtMght 
by those nlio have no right, either by the laus ^ 
God or of man, to disseminate throughout the world 
an unprovoked accusation. Can that government 
be well regulated where a mechanic is able to erect* 
himgeff into an oppressive tyrant, ‘to wound the * 
heart of the innocent* break* the peace of families, 
blacken the brightest characters, -detract from the 
most allowed ir^rit, degrade anil lower every rank 
and dignity ; and all thio, noj only with impunity, 
but with such rewards from the public as enable 
.him to amass an* independent fortune, and laugh 
over the ruins oy which lie has erected his pros- 
perity. 

Many among us ’are heard to complain ot» the 
incroach meats iff government Off JtTie liberty of the 
subject, and of the opprlssuTtis of an administration. 
I ask every individual in the British empir?, Whe- 
ther he ever experienced a single act ^of oppression 
from the crown, or the ministers of the crown, equal 
to that wRich is daijy and hourly inflicted, in the 
most arbitrary manner, by an Editor of a licentious 
public paper ? Tlte severe pynishnofents of the law 
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cannot be inflicted by any power know n to our con' 
stitution without a formal process, even on those 
who deserve them. But the operations of this en- 
gine of oppression, in the* hands of an interested* 
plebeian, unappointed, unauthorized, j^ntf unof- 
fended, inflict the Severest penalty, without judge, 
jury, witnesses, conscience}' oy humanity. 

The ma!! who is guilty ^of this violation cf every 
social Jaw* shall in thtf mean time think himsejf, and 
be thought by ethers, an Jionest man| and .even a 
patriot ; shall riot in plenty aniidsj friends and » 
rkhes ; while* he who takes from me my pursp, and 1 
the trash which it c6n<aiuf, perishes by the halter. 
All this^is tolerated by a sensible and a humane 
people because, by the abuse of language, the 
4iccntioushcls of the press is called ifs liberty. 

I will not enlarge on the diabolical malignity of 
party and political abuse, which flows through these 
dirty channels. Malignant as it is in its nature and 
origin, it i> in this age too much, despised t& effect 
much mischief. It a& naturally pursues a miuister 
or a successful j>arty, as a shadow the substance. 
If we take but a cursory view of pa§ ( t times, ive shall 
see that many who are now justly considered as 
models of virtue ana of political w isdom, were in 
their day aspersed with all the vrpom which a viru-„ 
lent party could expectorate upcpi them. Or bad 
hearts and mean minds^ the lucrative advantages of 
high offices in the state will always have an influence 
Irresistibly allurthg. r £hey will never rest at ease 
without a p&vticlpatiph^of < ‘them ; but will engage 
some pbor dependent printer to admit "their poison- 
ous writings into his paper, in hopes of supplanting 
others to make room for themselves.* The poor 

E rinter considers his fortunetaade when 'patronized ■ 
y lords and dukes, and stands ready to calum- 
niate the best men, or to speak treason, for the con- 
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fidential 6mik? of a wretched and disappointed, an 
envious and on ill-natured peer: perhaps of a villain, 
who wcuild betray his country, because he cannot 
procure a lucrative ph\p<? in its administration* 

I will ntk now expatiate on tlufwL kedness of evil- 
speaking, a topic which Jias been admirably treated 
by the divines of ILnghnd. If Any reader can want 
to be informed how inconsistent it is with the spirit 
of Christianity, and how nrejrhant with moral and 
social evil of *very kind, 4 will refePhim to nil the 
most cetehrabxl composers bf sermons in the tioglisj^ 
language. But, alas ! they u,hi> delight in scandal 

S ossess dispositions not to be delighted or unformed 
y a sermon. 

In the %nean jime, I will content nyyasifc noth' en- ti 
treating readers of the better sott, the humane, and 
the well-educated of the higher ranks (with whom 
I hope to prevail), to set a noble example, by re- 
fusing tfi give encouragement to, those prints which 
are tK>torious for personal abu^e and the publication 
of family secrets. It x> hut just to say, that there 
are some respectable conductors of the prints, who. 
exclude, as far sB human vigilance can exclude, all 
that is injurious. • 

For their own sakes, 1 advise the Public not to 
take in pamphlets hful papers which deal in all the 
bitterness of scandal.,* Their own hearts and happi- 
ness will be injured the^perusal of them, and 
they cannot know how soon it may he their turd to 
suffer by the malignity wjiicljf they*arp so ready to 
enjoy. » * > 

It is indeed a melancholy truth, that the love of 
calumny, and the curiosity to be aajtiainted with 
the private of all. distinguished characters, is 

'become so general, that a work scarcely wants any 
other recommendation, if it professes personality and 
anecdote . The prevalence of ibis cruel taste pre- 
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eludes the relish of innocent and ingenious works on 
general topics. It will alsi; infallibly 'habituate the 
mind to delight in cruelty and malice : for. as the 
feeling Goldsmith says, u lfkg.thc tyger that seldom' 
“ desists from pursuing man after h siting oipcc 
il preyed upon human Hefh, the reader, who has 
u once gratified Iiisf qppetite with calumny, makes 
a ever after the most agreeable feast on murdered 
“ reputation/' 


N'o. VII. On Forming a Taste for Simple Pleasures* 


To argue against, pleasure in genera?, is absurd. 
It is the law of nature, that every animal should 
prefer the agreeable sensations t,o the disagreeable. 
But it is incumbent on flu? moralist to explode 
those pleasures, twhich, though they are transient 
and unsatisfactory in themselves, are yet found \o 
occasion pain which' is permanent, arid injury which 
is real. 

Perhaps the most effectual rrtode of accomplish- 
ing this purpose is, not, to arraign pleasure in general, 
but to substitute otbci p! casings in their place; for 
man must be tfupused an«L delighted. Pernicious 
amusements and poisoned^ delights will be pursued, 
if others cease to be obvious. 

It is certain that nature has interspersed a great 
number of objects capable of affording the liveliest 
delight, without danger of. future paip, and even 
with the probability of deriving ^improvement and 
additional pleasure by reflecting on tiie past enjoy- 
ment. buch, indeed, are those innocent pleasures 
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which we follow in early youth with cheerful ardour, 
and which \te enjoy with sincere delight, before we 
are vitiated and hardened by a long intercourse with 
*a depraved world ; beftfre the qualities of the latnb 
aiyl the tlove are exchanged ior the less amiable - 
wisdom of the wolf aiyi (he serpent. 

Amidst all the improvement! which we makeirift 
state o^high civilization, «wc lose some natural tastes \ 
and propensities which were* favourable to virtue.* 
We acquire .wants and /lotions wRich disturb our 
reposej»and oause ajfeverish anxiety, *evcr thirstin g 
and never satisfied. * 

The simple and innodent satisfactions of nature 
tire usually within reach ; and as they excite no vio- 
lent pertarbatitm in the pursuit, so arc liTfcy enjoy c,ij 
without tumult, and relinquished without long or 
painful regret. It will then render essential service 
both to happiness and morality, if we can persuade 
men in, general to taste and to form an habitual 
attachment to the genuine satisfactions of uncor- 
rupted nature. • 

One of the first affections which the heart per- 
ceives, is filial piety. As years increase, this affec- 
tion dilates, and extends itself te brothers and sisters, 
relatives and domestics. The child loves and is 
fceloved by all aroxfod him. # Amidst the conversa- 
tion, the events, tbe*endearracnts and tender duties 
of a family, he finds £ull play*for all his faculties and 
propensities, and is often, by hi$ rvvn subsequent 
confession, happier at this t&rly age than in any 
period which succeeds. • * 

I say then, that, were a taste for this simple plea- 
sure retained, were men at a mature age lea to seek . 
their happii\eta in domestic life, and in the gxcrcise 
*of the mild virtues^of family offices, their enjoyments, 
thodgh less brilliant and noisy, woulcj be purer, and 
more substantial But, on the contrary, wc set 

VOL. XLI. v k 
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tli cm Miuicr arrived ar. maturity, than they 
eageiiy ioiuu the nest, and tfaiultr, iti search o f ail 
untried and un imaginary bliss, through all ttaewihb. 
of dissipation. In the precipitate pursuit, innocence 
. is often lost; and whatever progicss is made in st- 
finement, little is abided tu solid happiness. Our 
interest, ns'wu ialscJy»ca11 it/ and our honour, be- 
' come the idols whom we ficvoutly worship, and on 
whose «alturs we, sacuhce health, truth, peace, and 
liberty. < 

•^--AVc are indeed so deeply engaged ift our objects, 
that we cannot. advt.i* to the beauties of nature, 
those fertile sources of unadulterated pleasure. 
Thfayguitg mind is nlways delighted with rural 
scenery. * The earliest poetry was pastoral, and 
every juvenile poet of the present day delights to 
indulge in the luxuriance of u rural description. A 
taste for these pleasures will render the morning 
walk at least as deligtful as the evening ridotto. 
The various forms whiuh nature assumes in the Vicis- 
situdes of the seasons, will constitute a source of 
complacency whibh can never be exhausted. IIow 
grateful to the senses the freshness of the herbage, 
the fragrancy of tire flowers, all those simple delights 
of the field, which the poets have, from the earliest 
ages, no loss justly than exuberantly described* 
4< It is all mere fiction/ cxclaiihs the man of the 
world, u the produce of a visionary poet.” lie feels 
not. he carmotCetl tl.e*r truth. He secs no charms 
in herbs and Jrfdfetmns*. the melody of the grove is 
no music to his ear ;*and this happens, because* he 
lias lost, by his own fault, those tender sensibilities 
which .irtture had bestowed. They ^re still daily 
|H$veivcd in ail tlie perfection by the iugcuuous and 
innocent, and they have bceft mast; truly described 
by feeling pools, as contributing to pure, real, and 
very r . V A.,ked delight? 
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Yet the possessor of extensive Un»U, if he is a j 
man of fashion and spirit, forpakes the sweet scenes ' 
of rural nature, ami shuts himself up in a coflee* 

• house, |at a gaming- tai|h\ in a fetid assembly; amt 
leaves that liberal air, •which breathes over his* lawns, 
ai*d agitates his forests, to he ifihalcd by his menial 
rustics. He perverts the designs of nature, 'futal 
despise^ the hereditary blessings of Providence ; anif^ 
lie receives the adequate punishment in a restless 1 
life, perpetually seeking*aud nevet«iinding satisfac- 
tion. But the employments of agriculture, inde- 
pendedVly of their *proJiL, are inos-t congenial afrd* 
pleasing to human natii(c. imeorrupted mind 
$ees, in the progress of vegetation, and in" the man- 
ners and excellencies of those animal^ wWcha^irc 
destined f to oufrirnmediato service, suclt charms and 
beauties as art can seldom produce. Husbandry 
may be superintended by an elegant mind, nor is it 
by any mcahs necessary that they who engage in it 
should contract a coarseness of manners or a vulga- 
rity *of sentiment. It is most favourable to health, 
to plenty, to repose, # und to innocence; and great 
indeed must he the objects^ whiefl justify a reason- 
able creature in Relinquishing these. Arc plays, are 
balls, are nocturnal assemblies\>f whatever denomi- 
nation, arc debaucheries in all their modifications, 
"which tend to rob of sleep, to lessen our patri- 
mony, to injure oiir healthy to render us selfish, 
vicious, thoughtless, and useless, equivalent to these? 
Reason replies in the ndgativp ; yt*t\he almost uni- 
versal departure from annoeence* aad simplicity, 
will lead the •affirmative established by a Corrupt 
majority. 

It is not wjthout a sigh, that a thinking man can 

• pass by a lordly mansion, the sweet retreat deserted 
by itsfntscly-refinsd possessor, who is stupidly carous- 
ing in some tavern of a polluted city. When he 
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, sees the chimney without smoke in the venerable 
house, where all the country, was once welcomed to 
partake of princely hospitality, he cannot help la- 
menting that progress of refinement, which, Sn ren- 
dering the descendants of thtf’great fine gentlemen, 
has left them something less than men, through the 
of n^anly virtues. 4 

7 The suoerintendendfe o£ a garden might of itself 
oecupy a life elegantly.and pleasurably. Nothing is 
better able to gnatify the irherent passion of novelty; 
for Nature is qlway a renewing her variegated appear- 
r rfflee. She is infinite in her productions, and the 
life of man may com6 io its close before he has seen 
half the pictures which she is able to display. The 
tasls? ftar gardening in England is at present pure. 
.Nature is restored to her throne, and reigns majes- 
tically beautiful in rude magnificence. The country 
abounds with cultivated tracts truly paradisaical. 
But as the contemplative observer roams over the 
lawn, and enjoys the shade of the weeping wjllow, 
he is often led to inquire, “ Where is now the owner 
44 of this wilderness of sweets ? Happy man !*' he 
exclaims, “ to possess such a spot as this, and to he 
** able at all times tq taste the pleasure which I feel 
44 Springing in my bosom.” But, alas ! the owner 
is engaged in other scenes. Ho ?s rattling over the 
' streets of London, and pursuing all the sophisticated 
joys, which succeed ty supply*the place where Na- 
ture i6 relinquished. If he condescends to pay an 
annual visit to th( retreat, fie brings with him all his 
acquired inclinations^; ambwhilc he sits at the card- 
; table, hr at the banquet, and thinks of little else than 
promoting lqp interest at the next election, he leaves 
the shrub to blossom and diffuse its sweets in unob- 
served* solitude. * * 

Can it be believed, that nature bestowed beauty 
on the foliage of a flpwcr but with a view to please ? 



N* 7. 


K.NO\\s ESSAYS. 


+1 . 

The fruit ntight lie produced, in the same process 
without any richness and diversity of colour*. No 
other ^animals are sei&ible of their grace tint the , 
human stand yet the 'austere m#m of business, or the 
vain man of pleasure, # will arraign another w|$i a 
face of importance for his admiration tef a flweri 
He caMs the taste trifling anc^Aiseksa. But is not a „ 
refusal to be pleased with sofh appearance's, like the 
malignant upthaftkfulnorffe of a sulldh guest, who re- 
fuses 40 taste the $nost delicious dainties prepar^ 
for 1ms entertainment ? # , 

Fine weather in Knglftnd *s the source *)f a very 
♦sensible pleasure ; but he who is engrossed by vice 
or by business, will live half a life withcfel jfdtilTFtiig 
the beauties ot a blue sky, basking in the vernal 4 
sunshine, or inhaling, with any consciousness ol 
delight, th* balsam of a western gale. 

A fondness for the pleasing animals which Nature 
has placed around us, is another source ot natural, 
and pure, and innocent amusement. The plumage 
and the song of the bird were doubtless intended to 
delight the ear and the eye. Who can behold the 
playful lamb without complacency ? The fidelity 
of the dog, the generosity of the horse, and the 
•characteristic qualities, as v^cll as shape and beauty, 
of all animated no^Eire, are admirably adapted to 
charm the heart which is ye* unspoiled. , 

But, in a proper intercourse an<j lyhaviour aiViong 
our fellow-creatures, is fourftl to •consist our prin- 
cipal and most constant 'delight. lo # do gqpd, and 
to prevent evil, as far as the sphere of our influence 
or activity extends, is an infallible method of deriv- 
ing to ourselves pleasqrable emotions. Ariel if wo 
'consult wliat passes* in our bosoms, before our 
yoiAhf ul sensibiufies are blunted, we # shali lind, that 
Nature has taught us to find a great pleasure m 
iclieving distress, and in cooipuitiicating enjoyment 
J2 3 
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The canning and the crafty, of whom consists a 
great part of the busy crowd, who derive an unna- 
tural influence from the pc&session of riches, will 
deem the simplicity which I* have recommend^, 
folly. Such men will deem, truth also folly. They 
consider virtue and truth as words invented to 
delude the simple ones; 4>ut, in truth, to retain 
through life something of the simplicity of the 
infant, will rerufer the improved and cultivated man 
.Jhryly wise. For, after all the /rfinewents of faltfe 
philosophy, and the low arts of jesuiticul cunning, 
honesty fa our truest 'interest, and innocence our 
best wisdom. 


No. VIII. On Supporting the Dignity of the Com- 
mercial Character. 


In a country whose ‘insular situation has rendered 
it naturally commercial, it is good policy to place 
tile mercantile profession in honourable light* 
It has not usually hold a ve # yy high place in the 
esteem of the world : because* in mot t countries, it 
has been disgraced by covetousness and circumvcn* 
tion. Its p/imary hbject, the accumulation of 
moneys has never appeared with any •peculiar lustre 
in the eyes of those who have seen the beauty of 
dismterc8ted # patriotism and heroic generosity. But 
at the .same time it is certain, that a h^prcantilc life 
affords scope for the display *>f ny&ny good qualities 
and of virtue* which, from their sublime andMiffi- 
* nature, may constitute the merchant a practical 
philosopher* It affords an ample field for the ex- 
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erase of commutative justice, of self-denial in 
refusiru? to take advantages which might be taken 
1 with secrecy ; of pubiifc virtue, in renouncing ell 
traffic which may be injurious, end in forming every 
connexion, and importing every commodity, which 
may facilitate the operations* of a government. 
Large end extensive commefce, instead of narrow- 
ing, lias enlarged the sentiments; and British mer- 
chants have* in tho tv^5 last centuries, joined to 
the most exemplary integrity the most liberal bene- 
ficence. # 

But it must be ownttl, that they then # appeared 
most respectable when they least departea from 
their character. In the present age they ffavtrte- 
iinquished the Simplicity of their ancestors, and ep* 
dcavouring to import the airs and manners of a court 
into a counting-house, have lost their dignity and 
diminished their profits. 

Khas been said, that, in order to preserve a poli- 
tical constitution in its original purity, it is neces- 
sary, at certain intervals, to reduce it to its primary 
principles. Deviation from right and encroach- 
ment on error, are the natural consequences of 
human infirmity, in the progressive revolutions of 
•affairs. It is therefore as, necessary in morals, as 
well as in politics,* return to principles and man- 
ners, which have been insensibly forsaken in the 
pursuit of innovation. * The manpejs of our prede- 
cessors, which we now despfee as .simple and unre- 
fined , will be. found, in'many* instances, tn<ye con- 
ducive to national and personal happiness, than the 
nominal improvements which have superseded their 
prevalence., 

* I will no*t dwell on, general observations, T>ut will 
deduce my remarks from real life. I assert then, 
that the merchants of the present times are often 
ashamed of the appellation qf citizen*. My proqf 
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is, the fart, that they desert tkc citvt No sooner 
have they accumulated a competent sum, than the 
noble mansion in a venerable street is forsaken for' 
a smart house in o new-built square. »cThe prin- 
cipafs presence is thus rcpioved from the scene of 
action, an<iopportui>ities are afforded for every spe- 
cies of idleness and fraud in the inferior substitutes. 
Habits are contracted, and intimacies formed in the 
new region, motet oppositeVo the splritof commerce. 
JLate hours and iitcgular banquets are not at all 
conducive to that punctuality which constitutes one ' 
of the most valuable and graceful qualities of a mer- 
chant. Groat and enormous wealth can indeed sup- 
pSu almost any species of folly ; but the misfortune 
•'ll, that they who have their fortunes to make will 
emulate those who have already made them. To 
live at next door toapeer, or in a street with dukes, 
k a temptation scarcely resistible. Add to these 
solid satisfactions of the merchant himself, th?t the 
ladies of the family feel new degrees of gentility, 
like inspiration, gradually come upon them, as they 
approach more nearly to the purlieus of St. Jamctfs. * 
It was not thus that a Gresham raised a fortune 
and a reputation equal to the most renowned per- 
sonages of his time. |t was !>V industry, temper • 
ancc* regularity, dose application, and by leaving 
those to follow fashion, whose shallow intellects 
could find nosier object to pursue. It would 
have been an ill exchange to have given up the 
title of the lather Of the greatest city in Europe, 
and the gtory of founding a college and a forum, 
for the petty vanity of residing in the circle of 
fashion ; to have descended from tile first in the 
neighbourhood of the Exchange to be the last in 
Hloomsbury-sguare. * * 

I would advise tho merchant, who would live with 
: **eal dignity, to make .the city respectable, if he docs 
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not find it so, by displaying his worth in it. Worthy 
conduct, with a ngble/ortune, will aggrandize any., 
place. Adorn that place in which it is your lot to 
» be fixfcl. Where, indeed, ought men to expend 
their offence more readily ^than where it Was 
achossed, wliere their characters are well known, 
and their virtues valueu ? 

Many evils result from ttfis general emigration 
The influence of good example is lost among the 
numerous tribe of apprentices, clerks, and jour- 
neymen w^o are % the rising generation* of mer- 
chants ; but whose morals are early tainted with the " 
foulest infection, by running after those pleasures 
which their superintendent appears to pursue. 
They ar^ led to despise that city and thpAg Aan.wrrs 
which their matter avoids. 

The city of London, as a corporate body, at this 
moment sqjlers by the contempt of the members 
who owe it most respect. When the rich and re- 
spectable leave it, who are to fill its magistracies 
and its council ? Thq lower* orders of tradesmen, 
destitute of education and of Ij^eral views, and 
thrust forward iqjo office by nothing but their owti 
pragmatical activity. No wonder a corporation ba£ 
lost its influence and shlliedits honours, when those 
# who stand forth as its leaders are the meanest of its 
members. The opulent and most consequential 
have packed up their effects# as soon as they have 
acquired all they wartted, and have \gh the pdtaged 
city to stand or fall, as*it may happen. They are 
no longer citizens; but ft$<juire$ at tWbir villps, and 
courtiers withm the vicinity of the palace. Like 
the reptile, they have dropt their slough, and shine 
with a new outside. 

» A time Hhs been, when merchants only retired 
to their villas when ‘they had accumulated their 
fortunes. They now begin witlj a villfc* as if it were 
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W necessary as a warehouse; and end with bank- 
ruptcy us naturally, as unreluctantly, and as unblush- 
lugly, as if it had been the’objcct of their pursuit. 
Distress and difficulty excite meanness and .Mifice; 
.fraud and injustice v soon follow, and the dignity of 
the British merchant is sunk in the scandalous ap- 
pellation o£a swindler* * f 

The fall of the eminent trader involves piany in 
the misfortune. His wife and children are reduced 
from a life of splendor and luxury to indigence and 
obscurity; to a state whip! I* they bear less patiently, 
“Became they have been accustomed to 'indulge their 
vanity and pride without control. Vice, and every 
species of misery, are increased by this imprudent 
cecduat ijp his own family, and poverty brought into 
the houses of his inferior assistants* or dependant?, 
who have either entrusted him with their money or 
their labour uurepaid. 

This is a picture drawn from life : w'fiat it repre- 
sents daily occurs; and the whole of it is occasioned 
by the merchant's departure from his natunh and 
his most becoming character. 

% In order to resume that character, let him cop- t 
aider what virtues hi® 'way of life particularly re- 
quires. He will find them to be industry, honesty, 
and frugality. Let him seriously pursue them, nor 
be ashamed of them when he > lias succeeded in his 
pursuit. I.et him nq/ dread 'the appellation of a 
dull cit, nor any of those jokes, with which the envy 
and malice of witlings console themselves on an- 
other's superiority.* Let him assure himself, that 
the character of a man of integrity ahd benevolence 
is far morte desirable than that of a man of pleasure, 
or a man of fashion. The one is like solid gold, the 
other like tinsel ; the one is like a venerable oak, tlm 
other like the gaudy and transitory tulip ; the one 
^ always blest and a blessing, the other frequent I j* 
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a curse. D.ye to lie m jiat you arc, ih a rule which, 
if observed, would secure to men that happiness, of 
•which die greater part uever see an} thing but tbc 
phantom, the cloud m*the place # of the* goddess. 

The great source of mercantile miscarriage is, 
tlut tin* mou h tut usyalfy begifs in a mode of life 
which should naturally adons a successful conclu- 
sion. He begins with* a rural retreat, and with ex- 
pensive relaxations; with those {Measures, which 
should, in tluTregulur coin^e, be reserved as-thc re* 
,watd of his toils, and the comfort of his age. Hi* 
spends Ins active days in superfluous and unsatisfac- 
tory indulgence, uud dooms the winter ol* life to 
want, to neglect, to n prison, or an ahus-fjoflse. 
believe it 'is true, that at hast us many bankrupts 
are made by misconduct in some mode or othci, as 
by m is fortune. 

In a country abounding with merchants, some ot 
these hints will be thought useful, and mil be 
adopted by a few in the 1 ismg generation ; and 
the example of a few luuy in time be generally fob 
Jojved. 


\o. J\. An Idea *ff a Patriot 


Hluok virtue? in its most exalted dt»A cotrquo- 
hen<u\e degree, though often talked of, is not niton 
found. It must indeed, like all other prodigies ap- 
ypar hut seldom. To produce it, it is netffssary 
that,. besides a union 6t the finest qualities ot the 
. eait and understanding, many favourable contfli 
tji niics which no abilities cau cojnmand, t-lumh! 
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ohcc concur in the same individual* A Caosar and 
an Alexander, if they bad been born in a cottages 
and had lived in a village, ,wouId have dice* in ob* # 
scurity. And, indeed, after fill the eulogia passed 
upon them, it may Se fairly asked, Whether, if such 
had been their lot, tqankma would have had cause to 
lament? 1 , 

None but a barbarous age can admire thfc bloody 
triumphs of tl^p mere conqueror; but every Age 
must agree* in extolling ‘the true patriot. True 
-patriotism, which is a species of heroic virtue, and 
indeed the best species of it, does not often occur. 
Tbenaute is daily assumed, and in our country has 
logt it* dignity by prostitution. It has been wan- 
tonly lavished on those who, from the wOYSt motives, 
'have fomented faction, and kindled the flames of 
rebellion, ft has befcn denied to the preservers of 
their country, and given to the destroyers of it; to 
those who have spent their lives, and exercised the 
abilities they possessed, in producing all those evils 
which the institution of civil Society was intended to 
extirpate. They evidently have had little else in 
view, but to render 'thenwclvc# of consequence* 
enough to he bought by an administration. Selfish- 
ness and spite* pride and a levelling principle, are 
qualities very unfavourable „to the existence of 
civil liberty* Yet these qualities have appeared 
very clearly in those who have laboured to be 
forced into pbwer by the efforts of a fascinated 
populace* • 

rot* thesake then of those orders among us 
whose hearts are good and truly English, but who, ■ 
from the want of education or leisure, are not apt 
to think coolly when they select a favourite leader, 
and who are often cruelly and jftfainously deluded 
to their own* destruction, and to the detriment of 
^tnat liberty which * they love, I will endeavour to 
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describe tliosfe characters which appear to me truly 
patriotic. * * • 

In t^c first place, I would lay it down as an 
"axiom. That a bad roan* cannot be a patriot-. Even 
tli$ badness of his heart may Stead biro to assume , 
all the deceitful appearances of patriotism. His 
envy, and his disappointed pv&rice and ambition, 
will induce him to revile* those who are in posses- 
sion af lucrative and powerful employments, and 
this will appear like u noble opposition to the strides 
of power. To servn his purposes, he will declaim 
1 on liberty* and this will soon collect a party. Foots 
and wicked men abound.* These soon herd together, 
and even render themselves of some consequence by 
their numbers. Honest men are drawn 5n^by ffle 
violence of thelrortex, and the wicked leader at last * 
gains his selfish views, or at least obtains the satis- 
faction of mortifying those whom he envies. At all 
events, lie is sure of one pleasure, which is conge- 
nial 4o his heart, that of spreading mischief and con- 
fusion. I repeat, therefore, that it will be necessary 
to convince ourselves, that a bod, husband# a bad 
-"father, a profligate and an unprincipled man, can- 
not deserve the name of a patriot, unless it is given 
him, as it may indeed in the present age, by way of 
derision. A man df no private virtue must want 
, principle; and a man; who wants principle cannot be 
actuated by pure motives. He cannot entertain so 
liberal and exalted an affection jys<a rational fend 
disinterested love of his country. - He may acci- 
dentally be right in his opposition tafccdut*; but 
he is a bad man, and it is not safe to trust to him. 
He may be the wicked instrument of gratifying my 
spleen or his own ; but yet I will tlupfc before A 
•lift up my hand to vote for him, lest bis turbulence, 
united with the power which I awy^Ut in de- 
legating to him, may involve my country in war, 

vol. xli. r . > 
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riot, and rebellion. I will remember what is past, 
and be cautious. • * 

Much has been said by the declamatory pn the 
subject of a Patriot King. *1 believe it happy lor a 
nation when the King has not the qualifies of a 
1 declaimed patriot, f of on active warrior, or a con- 
tentious or&ior* When c a King possesses or arrogates 
the character of a hero, his reign usually terminates 
in despotism or in blood, or in both. Moderation, 
justice, lenity, and a pacificalispo^ftimi^arc the most 
» valuable, if not the moKt glittering -jawels* in a 
cfown. I almost fear to apply the remark to the 
King of England, lest 1 shtSuId be suspected of that 
adulatiqp which my heart abhors. But truth niu&t 
prevail ci^r* every consideration. And when 1 see 
’the chief magistrate, a good son, a good husband, a 
good father, I think it a favourable presage of all a 
.that is amiable and useful to society. When I see# 
him also possessing fortitude enough to turn a deaf 
ear to the continued qnd importunate petitions* and 
remonstrances of a deluded -faction ; when I see 
him rendering ihc judges independent ; when I see 
hiui anxious to preserve the liberties of the meanest ~ 
of his subjects, delighted with benevolent actions, 
necking and ensuing peace from motives of philan- 
thropy, yet prosecuting. Avar with all the spirit of ar 
fighteous cause; encouraging , art?, and promoting 
discoveries; when I see all his.amialdtMhspositions, 
and his many laudable acts^ 1 venture to pronounce 
George the Jfhird a Pfitriot King. The characters 
of kings ave indeed bftfc uncertainly known while they 
live ; and tam ready to con less, that l derive my 
ideas of the King of Britain from no other sources 
but public acts and popular reports. , 

If*a peer of the realm is fuundjp be in constant 
opposition to ,thd measures of a ministry, it is easy 
w know «he causes and the extent of in* patriotism ; 
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for a minister cannot always be wrong. Ho is con-, 
coital, turbirient, yet ini employed by his King. He ' ^ 
lusts alter power, and hopes to acquire it by force, 'j 
‘ since it cannot be obtained by gem lor means. Ho 
will cven»patrimize rebellion, aitd diffuse discontent ^ 
throughout a kingdom, *to injure a few irulividutfi^ 
whose riches he covets, and wlfosu glory he envies. 
Thnugkhe should sign a hundred protests in a ses- 
sion, #and daily eructate his invectives against the 
most respect ibie ‘men io the rmtiorf, we will not he 
urfsiedt for Jtih patriotism* is passion, his persever- 
ance •avarice ; and the same tongue which is ready 
to revile his King ami embroil his country. $ usually 
as prone to blaspheme his (tod. When tliejf whom 
the constitution Ima appointed hereditary ^uardiSffs 
of the laws, amf liberties, and religion or their couti- • 
try , diccotnc the patrons of lawless licentiousness, 
tymei the n%.!k*rs at every thing held sacred, why 
hesitate their countrymen to strip the coronal from 
then: :*heads, and trample their honour in the dust ? 
Tear off their ermine* and their star which belies 
their breast ; for the meanest of tbeir memo!** who 
a ‘forms his humble duties in his bumble station* is 
iur nobler than they. • \ V* # 

With respect to the noisy dc cl aimers, and the 
quiescent, instruments of pqwer in the lower order 
of senators, lot t.tpr<£sive s hence speak their praise* 
Their patriotism is well understood. The one side 
resembles Cerberus barking for a s*>p» the other re* 
seinbks him when, after lie ha* received it, lie wraps 
himself up in lys own warm skirt, and enjoys a com- 
fortable doze. The public has been idb long de- 
luded to be again deceived. They feed the faults, 
and no longer admire, but look for a palliation of 
them in the common # vvcaknes$ of hup&w nature. 
Of dll. oppositions* scarcely any 1 hasp, been more 
violent and active, and scarcely.any less successful. 



KNOX’S ESSAYS' 


N* 9. 


than that which has harassed Great Britain during 
the greater part of the present* reign. Ami of all 
venality, none was ever more openly ovownd than 
the present. , e 

Let us turn our attention e to the military order. 
$fnd here let us be cautiousthow we again illuminate 
our housed and rennet; our tbrdats hoarse with reiter- 
ated acclamations. However we may dote on their 
names, they are no patriots, who, from party prin- 
ciples, or from personal pique, voluntarily" suffer 
our perfidious and inveterate *enetny**o intuit the 
British flag unchastwyl. They are no patriots who 
wish to«exalt the military above the civil power. 
JJJjey are no patriots who, in a time when every arm 
ought to’ wield the award for the country whose 
money they have received, relinquish their employ 
because they hate a minister. They are no patriots, 
but they are ppltroons. In which data they also 
are to be placed, who, when sent on the service of 
their country, lavish ^ie money with which they are 
animated in unnecessary profusion, and return with- 
out faction; vw bluster and boast, but who, to 
save their lives, will lose their honour, and endanger 
their eppetry’s existence. 

And what are those writers to be called, who, 
perverting the perfection of reason and the fruits of 
learning^ endeavour to unsettle all our principles 
under the pretence of asserting our. liberty? Pa- 
triots shall toetcall them ? *. Alas ! when I see them 
obviously actuated by pride and vanity, and, for the 
aake of being disiirituished, endeavouring to over- 
turn good Order ana tranquillity, I call them the 
enemies of the human race-, and if I did not pity 
their delusion, I might execrate their panics. 

I will venture to advance an opinion rather para- 
doxical, but certainly well founded. We ar& not 
always to look for the truest patriotism in public 
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life. Selfish motives commonly instigate the noisy ; 
votaries of Ambition and popularity. But wlmt can 
influence him who secretly serves hie country in the 
retired ami unobserved walks of private life? His 
^olives cuust be purfe, and be is a patriot . Men of 
fortune and dignity, who, dwelling peaceably in the 
habitation of their fathers, u>t a good example ; who 
cndeaftuir to preserve from the rude hand of inno- 
vation all the good institutions of our ancestors; 
who arc given to hospitality, really to assist with 
fheir p resrMce antUbeir jfurse in all public business 
and* useful charities ; — men ®f this kind ate truly 
patiith. Every good than is indeed a patriot ; for 
u good nmit is a public good. .But poverty, and a 
humble and a private station, runs t ct rots fine? r i bolt i e ' 
beneficial influence of goodness ; and it docs not 
fall to the lot of many in a century to possess the 
power anck good dispositions of a North. 

What I now say may be attributed to interested 
adulation. ! regard not the imputation, for it is 
not just. I never board any ill of the man* or of 
the minister, but what proceedediVom the venomous 
‘"tongue of faction ; and I 4cno# lie has steered 
the vessel of .state amidst such stormsas would have 
dashed it in pieces, if those patriots, who increased 
■ the tempest, that they migltf, make themselves neces- 
sary in the dictu^j/had been employed as pilots. . 


No. X. * The liespcdahteuas^of the Clergy . 


accmei probable first sight, that on order of 
mc-fi who dcvmeibcmsclvcs entirely # to the instruc- 
tion of their feiiow-creaturcSf would be exempted 
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from envy and from hatred. As their studies are 
nil peaceable, and their labours directed to the dif- 
fusion of goodness, and consequently of tranquility, 
both public and private* it* is natural to suppose, 
that tne bettor part.of the world would vipw them 
with favour, ana that even tfye profligate would be- 
have to thetn witli distant respect. 

But it is certain, ihdk scarcely any other body of 
men, so large and considerable, has been mote un- 
kindly represented than the clergy. $very patron 
of infidelity, after he has endeavpured ty pierce the 
sides of the Redeemer, hat pointed the envenomed 
weapon ajt his minister^. But the patrons of infide- 
lity have always been found, on close examination, 
unless Superficial and sophistical, than malignant 
and presumptuous* They have therefore fixed in- 
discriminately upon every clergyman the imputa- 
tion of certain odious sentiments of a political na- 
ture ; as if it were consistent with reason or com- 
mon sense, that the, moment a gentlemaq, of 
liberal education receives a lpgal commission from 
the ecclesiastical superior, to pray aloud in an as- 
sembly, or to read a moral discourse in it, all hisu- 
political sentiments tyre rendered erroneous, or dis- 
similar to the ©pinions of those among his country- 
men who are equally enlightened* 

* That the clerical sentiments in politics, supposing 
that the demr entertam any peculiar to their pro- 
fession, are fgyoprable to liberty, and to all the 
dearest rights o£ mankind in the aggregate, and of 
, individuals id their celativfe connexions, might be 
dearly proved by historical evidence. My design, 
however, does not permit me to expatiate in the 
field of history, or it were easy to produce very sig- 
nal instances of the noble stand , they lurfe male f©r< 

} liberty, religious as woli as e$k ? ' 

They have ah© sometimes tee© hostile tofree- 
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dora. But so have many of the nobler of the time, 
»and many of the inferior orders of the Itfty" They 
pursuiy) that conduct, and adopted those sentiments 
1 which were agreeable fb them as men, and not pe- 
culiar to them as clergymen. «lf they acted from 
honest principles* though their judgment should be 
impeached for error? no tcensdre wiU fell on their 
clerical profession. When they became clergymen* 
they did not renounce their rights at men ; nor their 
liberty of judging and acting* whieh they derived 
from the constitution of that community to whose 
support they contributed. # 

It is inequitable to judge* of the presept race of 
ecclesiastics from the specimens afforded in the 
darker age#* The clergy were thea*%norattt, 
vicious, and superstitious ; hut the laity were more 
so. The clergy were such as they must have been 
without sufficient employment, without examples, 
without learning, and without the means of acquiring 
it. .Yet* even in this unpromising state, they were 
serviceable to letter* TheV transcribed and pre- 
served books, though they often jjid not understand 
""what they wrote# nor know tlse value of their trea- 
sures. They preserved those Jamps of learning by 
which, though, from a defect in the. managenfcnt, 
they afforded them but 9 glimmering light, the 
world has been sine & illuminated. * * 

But to enter on the merit# or demerits of clerical 
individuals of past age#, is to eqgfljge in a subject 
too diffusive to be consistent*with»our present pur- 
pose. It may be mor& advantageous, as ,weu as 
practicable, to consider this respectable body, as it 
appears at present. The 4 clergy, like ail other 
orders in society, undergo V change in the progress 
'sive vicissitude of times and manners; and what 
might truly chafacb&rifce them in one age, will mifr : 
represent them in another. In the papal church. 
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and under an absolute government, they aw totally 
different from a Protestant and an Kngh>h clergy ; 
they are not so much the ministers of the Ignoble 
Jesus, as the tools of a secular and creie.nastical 
despot. In ti country like oftrs. they in^iibo the 
liberal spirit of our civil constitution ; and, by tfte 
light of thei* learning and 4n orals, greatly aud to the 
general lustre of their country* Indeed if they 
cease 1 o bo inspected and valued, the fault is .their 
own. improper levities, compliance#, or negli- 
gences, dimmish that dignity jvhich ajteir «offic£, 
their labours, their learning, and their manners, 
would otherwise maintain. • 

Of the dignitaries of the church it is no unconi- 
wflSTl topfcrfacomplam. They are often represented 
as the drones of society ; as id)} alb inhering in a 
stall, without making any return to the public for 
the case mid luxury which they abundantly enjoy* 
Selfishness, avarice, and w>Juptuouf>ne>s, are satiri- 
cally attributed to them as their distinguishing cha- 
racteristics; and it is remarked* that they would be 
blanks in auchty, t were not their existence demons- 
tinted by an unceasing pursuit of private grathicatiowr 
Bur, in answer todhese acrimonious reflections, 
've may .say in general that all situations which pos- 
sess many happy circumstances With lii tie labour or 
.\anxiety, will; naturally excite \u\\ and malignity. 
The dignitaries of the«ehurch enjoj that ease and 
thoafc innocent ^lgoaures which men usually pursue 
when they possess a competency without the neces- 
sity of ^ohcitbde. Shat tfiey do no£ step out of 
^tfceir sphere, or engage in tlni conflicts of party, re- 
>dounds to their honour*. Parochial employments aw 
; regularly filled by other pefsons. To # invade the 
province of tin* officiating clergy would be to diathfb 4 
jlfeat order vrhtph constitutes me df the l>eaufi£i of 
religion itself* a* well aa of all ecclesiastical 
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blishmcnts. If they are decent and pacific, benevo* 
lent in their neighbourhood, hospitable to the infe* 
p ri or cfcrgy, and virtuous in private life, they are, 
notwithstanding the ap{^arance of indolence, both 
oynunenial and useful to the cfturch and to society* 
They are more respectable than if their restlessness 
led them to be at tfcte head of an association, or to 
reconiAiend polygamy. And with respect to the 
expediency of dignities in the church, I am not of 
the same ojwniori with those penurttuis philosophers 
rfhoscMdeas of utility arA circumscribed within the 
limits of actual profit. As htgnan nature is consti- 
tuted, something is to be allowed to external ap- 
pearance, and something to innocent enjoyment. I 
would neither strip a king nor a prcUurtif thdlc 
outworks which either defend him from contempt# 
or facilitate the exercise of his jurisdiction, or con- 
tribute to^his complacency. 

If persons thus exalted to ease and honour,, and 
thus exempted from exertion, lower themselves, by 
remarkable levity, hy rendering themselves most 
conspicuous at all public places, gnd by patronizing 
•"Vanity, they then become truly despicable, anil 
richly deserve the public resentment. That the majo- 
rity of dignitaries preserve their character, and are 
respectable, I finrtly believe ; and I say it without 
partiality or adulatjpn, for 1 have not the happiness 
to know or to be known to a single individual In 
the church above the* rank of % parish priest., , t 
should indeed consider it as presumptuous in me to 
give my opinion, if I (fid nottconsiddr alt tjie same 
time, that the . natural liberty of .a man is not lost 
by the want of ecclesiastical dignity* 4 

The character and office of a parish priest, wheat* 
' uniformly md conqpletely maintained, are most 
usl&d and roost honourable. A .worthy parish 
priest is the fetter of his pari sh* the guardian of 



KNOY*S ESSAYS, 


N<* 10. 


* the poor, the instructor of the ignorant, the protector 
. of the injured, tin? friend of *11; even of those who 
ft re deaf lo Ins instructions, and despise his profes- 
sion. If any human office dim be justly called god- 
. like, it is the 'office of a parish priest. *, 

But when I turn my attention to real facts, l 
frequently fend the ihinisters of parishes neither the 
objects of love nor ol 'esteem. This is sometimes 
occasioned by the prevalence of infidelity, and some- 
times as it nmsrhappcn while the 1 clergy :ue men, 
by their own want of merit and<bad befatvioiw. But 
tfie grand cause of th^ir losing their influence is* that u 
the laity* in this age of scepticism, grudge them 
their tythes. The decay of religion, and the eou- 
tCu»pt of the clergy, arise from this source. 

. I will not* enter full) on the subject of tytlies ; 
but 1 will make a cursory remark. Let the Jail v 
ask themselves, by what tenure on\ cue among 
them has a better right than any other to reap the 
produce of any particular field, and lo exclude 
others of the laity frorh it? They must answer, by 
the laws of the country in which they reside. But 
the saute laws have given the elcegy a right lo*t^ 
decimal part. If these is an unreasonableness in the 
laws in one respect, there is also in the other. And 
a man who has no land^at all, may us justly com- 
plain that big neighbour assuinc^an exclnMvc right to 
the acres, contiguous todiis dwelling as /he possessor 
oft lie acres, tha^the clergyman claims a tenth part of 
their produce. The rights of the cicigy stand on a 
basis inyrtf solfd than the national constitution. The 

« icms raised to them originate in selfishness, 
pess, and the unfeeling stupidity of irrcligion, 
ce that the clergy have often spirit enough to 
^'prosecute their legal claims against the harpies, #C 
, . 4 «.■;«?* ' 
c Jf the incumbent tpadc no claim on the purse fef 
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his parishioner, he might always bo loved uud^.- 
teemed, or at least suffered to live am! die m peace. 

( 15 ut life wife and his children are dear to turn, and 
have as good a right, *by all the laws of Clod and 
m^n, tcubc fed and clothed, as^hose of the esepsire 
or farmer who litigntes^iis claim. He is cruel, and 
worse than a Ileathdh, who yndcRYoursanot to pro- 
vide foT his own child, by receiving what is justly 
his dcie; since, if he does not receive it, that child, 
the very moment he expires, may Ibc spurned as n 
beggar from the door of the churlish peasant who 
robbed the father of his right.# 

But where is the utility of the clergy ?#exclaims 
the boor, who pays lus land-tax cheerfully^ but re- 
fuses bis tvthes. Surely, one might answer nationSl 
good does not*consist only in the mnrtber of ships' 
which arrive in our ports, the extent of olir domi- 
nions, antfeihe abundance of our armaments. (lood 
morals and internal tranquillity are in reality supe- 
rior to all these, wliatever^ostentation they may 
display. These are imlecd, according to their onh- 
gitrnl design, only instrumental t<*the establishment 
internal peoc^ and social happiness, though tjiey 
are daily abused to effect tho* purposes of avarice 
and ambition, and arc always talked of as the first 
objects. If, then,* good morals and internal tran- 
quillity are the chfct national good, as they certainly’ 
arc in the eye of Heaven and of dispassionate rea- 
son, the clerg y must lie Allowed tcfcd&crvc theiV very 
moderate emoluments: lor let* us consider how many 
millions are lavished in the support of arimnunts, 
and how very small a pittance, in Comparison, sup- 
ports the parochial clergy, to whose important ends i 
internal jk^Co and happiness, the armamcplN are : 

*ottfr#iibor(linately, mechanically, and remotely Sub- 
That minister or financier* whatever fbe . 
WCrld may think, possesses a narrow and unphilo* ^ 
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sophical mind, who estimates the good of a people 
aofely by the extent of their commerce and the large- 
ness of the revenue. When these are in the,’r most 
flourishing state, the people as individuals, and there- 1 
fore the nation, majf be in thfcir decline* Luxury 
and vice of every r kind may be diffusing misery 
among all ebe individuals in the nation ; and can 
there be a national happiness independent of the 
happiness of the majority of individuals, or* con- 
sistent with their misery ? According to the wretch- 
ed system of worltfly-mirfded paliticianr, thore can. 
Nuy, even the misery of individuals is often promot- 
ed and encouraged, in ordfer to increase this politi- 
cal happiness, which exists only an ideal phantom. 
JTTtoxicafeo* mid gaming, for instance, as they in- 
•crease the ifcvenue, are at this moment tacitly en- 
couraged throughout England. The consumption 
of spirituous ‘liquors, though it slays millions at 
home, helps to support thousands in those wars 
abroad, which ambition and wickedness render 
politically necessary. * 

But the clergy ♦.recommend innocence, content- 
ment, temperance, and all the mc/al virtues, wkl» 
Alt the blessings and •comforts which attend them; 
attdwith respect to their national utility, let a liberal 
. and benevolent man consider, what an advantage it 
is to have moral instructions digest'd over the king- 
dom, establised in th# remotest villages, not only 
among the poJiabfd, but among the rudest of our 
countrymen, who would probably relapse into har- 
barism-and savage bfutality, if their minds were not 
Cultivated by weekly lectures, powerfully recom- 
mending, by the most awful sanctions, all that is 
humane and ftiendly to huqian nature pnd civil so- 
ciety. And yet the public who pay a soldier later- 
ally and cheer/ully, often in tnis age, bestow tyjth 
reluctance wfaat the law of God and of theirco untry 
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hns all at ted to the clergyman, and what his order can 
claim bv the most ancidbt prescription. 

# I will here pay that tribute of respect which jus- 
lice owes to theDUsejtfag Minsters. .The gravity 
of their manners, ana their judicious conduct in n 
variety of instances, tyas* deservedly procured them' 
a very considerable share of public %stimation. 
Many among them, besides a Watts, have illustri- 
ously adorned human nature. # 

Wirh respect to the order of Curates, op whom 
flip essential businels of a national clergy chiefly 

* devolves, all the respect which*!* due to the clergy 

in general, and to the active clergy in particular, is 
indisputably due to them. The mediocrity ^ri thcijL 
stipends may igdeed degrade them in jChd eyes of 
the rich vulgar; in the eyes of those, who feeling 
the obvious good of money, and insensible to other 
excellence, ^idolise Mammon, aod despise those who 
possess it not in superfluous abundance. But thq 
candid and the considerate will consider their po- 
verty as one of their® chief honours. That they 
are Capable of maintaining a detent appearance, 
and discharging the expense* which are necessary 
to their subsistence, with an irtcome less than that 
of many mechanic^ reflects more true honour on 
them, than would be derived from the possession of 
an ample fortune. "Though pride may spurn them, 
God will be tlteir protector ; and when they perform 
their arduous duties with conscientious regularity, 
even bad men must yield tliem^an*irtvplugtary de- 
ference. • * 

When indeed'they affectedly assume the character 
of libertine* and rakes, and dress themselves so os 
to suggest as idea that they are ashamed of appear- 
ing^ds clergymen,; whan they take the lead in public 
divers&tat; when they are eminently*carcle«s and 
immoral ;theu it is neither to be WQmercd nor la- 

tol. xn o 
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mooted, that they are pimiebcil with universal con- 
tempt. But the world is prone to be malignantly 
lYii'.nrious, and to* require a degree of perfection 
H'!ik‘»i no mortal can uniformly display, whatever 
may be his office, Whatever hS \ irtues, and whatever 
his intentions. Continued and uniform profligacy 
can sr.irccdy be treated with tbo much rigour, when 
Jt appear* in those who have separated thcmscltcs 
to mcuicute good prccepfs, and to exhibit good 
examples ; buf \#hen w'e find ourselvi.s inclined to 
Censure a clergyman fo# a small fault, /and**flvithout 
palpable reasons, let, t«? ask our own hearts whether 1 
if we wore in their place, Vo should be able to pre- 
serve an unerring rectitude ? 

1 have frhus used that liberty of speaking my 
sentiments* which every man possesses, wiili a view 
to vindicate the general character of the clergy. 
They are indeed sufficiently able to defend them- 
selves; but every individual ought to contribute 
something to the general defence, when the attack 
is general. And I have the. rather undertaken this 
budncaa, from & conviction, that when the clergy 
are despised, they will degenerate ; and that wait 
them will decline tl*; morals, the learning, the reli- 
gion, and the importance of my country. 


No. XI/ < 5 « the Tendency of Morel Profligacy to 
destroy Civil Liberty* 


It appears from a review of "the world,ttrofe Wher- 
ever mania denied* the enjoyment of civil liberty 
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ho not only loses much of his natural happiness*, 
hut much of his natural 1 dignity. Hi* spirit is bro- 
ken, hi^Mmtimoirtsare depraved, ami ho seems con- 
tented to lead a life merely animal. Athens &iill 
stands, bill whore are the Athenians ? 

It is not indeed true , 1 that tlve arts of painting, 
sulpturc, and architecture, cannot flourish in the 
land of (lespotism. The productions of these con* 
tribute to the pleasure of the luxurious, considered 
only as ornamental furniture; they will therefore 
# bc nought at a high price ;*and where thn artist is 
rewartled amply, ingenuity apdntanuai labour will 
eagerly co-operate in producing works of imitation. 
The hope of gain will excite competition, and com- 
petition will produce emulation, and emtdJuon ci^ 
ceiienco. Historical facts might be Adduced to 
prove the truth of this theory; for the best produc- 
tions of arfliuvc appeared in the arbitrary govern* 
meats of Europe, and some of the worst in the re- 
publican. Indeed it is by tip means certain, that 
the imitative arte, by •politic perversion, may not 
be rendered subservient to tire purposes of introduc- 
ing* despotism. # A nation of Dilettanti arc not 
likely to make a very manly stand against the on- 
c roach meats of nut royal power under which they 
find their imbecility ole c ted . We shall not easily 
find a Hampden til «a connoisseur. When public 
pkict-s of ple:»$mv multiply irf the capital, and the 
encourage men t which should be •gfeen to abtive 
virtue and to literature, ys transferred artists, the 
jealous guard urn of the Jib» rtics # of his country may 
pii fly increase his vigilance. The arts ought to be 
encouraged ; but they ought also lobe kept in their 
proper subordination ii>r what are they in^hem* 
selves i \ After all iliaj the conceited and the pro- 
ttsmJlttflar taste fmve advanced, thfy are but means 
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of amusement* They are indeed the means of mo*t 
elegant and delightful amusement; but that which 
is only the means of amosein^ent, must posse, low ei; 
rank than pursuits which tend to give stability to 
empire, to enhghtfcn the intellects, to reform the 
morals of the people, and fo found political happi- 
ness on the broad anjl massy “basis of moral virtue, 
manly fortitude, and religious confidence. 

Hut it i* not with the virtues as with the arts* If 


they thnve at all in an arbitrary government, they 
thuve like exotic plants? which can iwver possess 
thur native vigour or maturity. Hut what *s life 4 
in circumstances which preclude every generous ex- 
ertion ^iv Inch can render life rationally valuable? 
%Vhen nftiitts compelled to sleep away Ins existence, 
or spend it*in a wearisome reiteration of the animal 
functions, life is not life; and it is, wc may therefore 
conclude, a rational, as well as enthusiastic passion, 
which every independent Englishman feels for li- 
berty. 

Hut liberty is too often n isunderstood, and the 
mistaken ideas of it sometimes endanger its conti- 
nuance. Vice also, when it becomes enormous ana 


universal, is ine\ itaWy fatal to liberty. I mean then 
to derive an additional argument in favour of virtue, 
from its connexion with libeity/and from its efficacy 
in giving stability and authority to the political 
constitution of a frefc country. And certainl),if 
tbe love of our country is so genera) as the preten- 
sionato it, manj^who are addicted to libertine pruc- 
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and example, that decency and regularity 
emperance and industry, that religion and fm- 
titude* which constitute abetter bulwark against 
attacks upon our liberty, tfyan our boasted fleets 
and armies. t I believe they will And, that the sc* 
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vcral national vices, which I shall presently enume- 
rate, ai e peculiarly adverse to the prevalence ami 
penmitioiuy oflegal freedom. 

Without* examining the definitions of politicians 
or # logicians, 1 call fhat a 6tat£ of liberty in which 
every man s person, property, t am! free agency, is 
secured or circumscribed by laws, which ha\c been 
apreed*to by the majority of the people at barge, 
either duct i It or indirectly; cither in their own 
persons, oi U> a representation prinftinly and tacitly, 
if noWxp«\>dy, allowed* by the people/ lor the 
convenience of public debate^ which public debate 
could never come to a Conclusion, if the # th hating 
assembly wore composed of every individual in m 
empire. Salutary reMiaml is, then, the V^i y prill* 
ciple oi libertjr; and they who, fronUlieir attic*'’ 
disposition*. or from misapprehension, endeavor r 
to throw vfl < 1 1 \ .-pecies of coercion, are m reality 
enemies to dmt fiecdom which they pretend to 
promote. 

I3ut of tliOaC the number "a small, in compared 
\citlt others . who, without thinking of cotiHCqurm ( * 
'which appeal K> them semoie, slide impui'.p 
tihlv into .i conduct, widely though it does n» 
dcMiuj the fair fabric of liberty at once, and be 
•n a fault, gr.tdu.fUjr ^aps.ils foundations 

j.<Kiu\ will u !**/•» be indulged to excess in a 
.nil .md powuiul * ountry* abounding both with 
mternai and hnpmted ammmoditg '* of that species 
wlmh can be only ndttcrviciTt to*plctMmrt' and, os- 
tentation. Ev.*ry year tfrmgft ifi) invrcWta luxury , 
mi, a* it is founded in a great measure on vanrtv, 
tli ‘ ieh will be perpetually Peking distinction. As 
soon ns th$y have di»pln\ed one mode of luxuiy, it 
is imitated; and, uj mder to obtain distinction, 
nnStttrrinodii mu^i h* adopted; md Jbis do diction 
*md adoption protcuL in pcrpttitiil succession. *0 
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fortune can supply unbounded expense ; and the 
consequence is, that the great and noble arc soon 
impoverished: but vanity is, in general, a more 
powerful principle than patriotism ; and therefore, 
for the sake Of supporting a figure in life, they who 
ought to stand up as, the guard tabs of constitutional 
liberty, become ready to makfe any sacrifice to a 
minister, in exchange Tor a lucrative employment. 
The middle and the lowest ranks follow the exam* 
pie of the nobfcs, by incurring expenses which 
neither their patrimonies fior their personal im'Justiy 
can support. They therefore become alike depen- 
dent an4 servile, and* in the extremities of their 
distress arc ready to sell their birthright for a mess 
0% pottage. # But besides that luxury, by involving 
all orders, iir distress, deprives them ’of their inde- 
pendence, it naturally tends to weaken the under- 
standings and vitiate the morals of the people. But 
no weak or bad man can ever entertain a proper 
love ot liberty, or have it in his power to assert it 
when infringed. They who are immersed m volup- 
tuousness, v> hethcr of the tabic or of any grosser 
kind, will consider liberty and the of our coun- 
try as names only fitted to adorn a poem, a romance, 
or a school-boy 1 * declamation. They who build 
houses, and heap up cosjly pictu/es and furniture, 
with the money of an honest a^j^an or mechanic, 
will be very glad to be*emancipated from the hands 
of a bailiff by jhg sale of tjieir senatorial suffrage. 
Luxury indeed djspores to general indolence ; and 
he who is overcome* by it* deceitful, allurements, 
will think it a fortunate change to be treed from the 
noise and turbulence of liberty by the dead repose 
of despotism. 

Levity, which is indeed intimately alifed to lux* 4 
ury, is ratal to^liberty. They Who fesolve never to 
think seriously,* will wilier themselves to be fobbed 
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©f all that i* valuable, without reluctance. Nothing 
can be more remote from levity, than the characters 
of those among the, ancient* who distinguished 
themselves as the champions of the natural rights of 
mankind. # The^ very idea of Brutus, In the drew 
amt with the grimace attd the Jevity of a modem 
Frenchman, and of aVnodern Englishman who apes 
the Frenchman, is laughable* Whatever is great 
and valuable in society requires spirit and vigilance 
to perfect arid preserve it ; for nothing great and 
vahiabte»is perfectecUand preserved by chance. But 
*hoV shall lie contribute an adequate share to the 
common mass of public good in the senatq, in the 
field, on the bench, in the pulpit, or in the family, 
whose mind is engrossed by troubles and Janitics? 
and who shrink# from all that is serious,* "as the bane 
of his funded happiness? They who have raised 
an empire have always been grave and severe ; they 
who have ruined it have been uniformaily distin- 
guished for their dissipation. It is the predomi- 
nance of mental strength whifch contributes chiefly 
to superior strength ofempire. If it be true, then, 
that we are adopting the leyilies of a foreign nation 
which has never known the ojveets of liberty; if 
it be true, that the greater part of the people are for 
ever in pursuit of scenes of dissipation ; if it be true, 
that our manners universally trifling, and our 
conversation futile ; it is time»that those who value 
liberty should take the a|arm, and pnjjeavour to set 
better examples ; lest it should appear, that amidst 
ail our pleasures we are* preparing slater? for our 
children; *n idea which ought to embitter the 
sweetest of them in the midst of enjoyment. 

The want of a liberal and manly education will 
fender us unable to perceive the value of liberty. 
It wttt also prevfent the acquisition of that dignity 
and authority of mind which algne cad make a sue* 
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ecssful slarid against the encroachments of power. 
Ignorance is mean, ami cannot make those gene- 
rous sacrifices which our duty to our country de- 
mands, when its liberties arc endangered. A mind 
destitute of* a proper education will he** easily de- 
luded by the sophistical arguments of those, who, 
to serve selfish purposes, are ready to explain away 
every dear-bought privilege, with a view 'll) make 
converts to doctrines detrimental to the rights of 
mankind. And with respect to those* who are edu- 
cated indeed, but educated in the manpcrs-tind Sen- 
timents of a hostile country, though they nifty be 
descended from Tudors* and PJantagenets, their 
hearts are not English. They consider nil our vir- 
tues, nftd all our religious scruples, as insular preju- 
dices; and'if Englishmen were to' permit them to 
import their improvements, they would establish a 
(• trtr.tl Moiufujucy and show that they think the 
world was made for dukes, marquises, lords, and 
counts, to take their pastime in; and that such 
canaille as the body of English freeholders arc only 
fit to bo cuisinietp; or pornupiiers, to decorate their 
apish persons, and ticklj their vitfeted palates. 4 

It needs no argument to prove, that an inordinate 
attachment to self-interest, that the excessive love 
of money or venality, 'tends <}ifectly to subvirt our 
liberties; lor he who is inclined to do an\ thing to 
promote his sordid ifflvrcst, will sell his share ohm 
country s rig ns soon as he finds a willing pur- 
chaser. V\ hen the African prince pronounced, thru 
;dl was vVnal at RofVie, Homan virtue was deported 
Liiurty would not linger when deserted by \ hint , 
■but left tiie throne to despotism, who assumed the 
nnperiid purple, and for aggs cursed mynki ml. 

An excessive zeal for liberty, like all excess! v! 
■*^k injuries the cause it means to serve. Fiction 
i H *1 disgtaoe fret countries, and introduce 



> 3 ® 11 . 


KNOX*S ESSAYS. 


69 


such evils as make the lovers of repose almost wish 
for the tranquillity of despotism. Ebullitions will 
,fiornctifties rise in a free community, like humours 
in a healthy body ; and when they preserve the 
liixyts of enoderation/they arc to be considered as 
symptoms of a somui destitution. But when they 
rise too high, and continue top long, they are like a 
gangreife, which gradually diffuses itself till it de- 
stroys the vitality of the subject from which it ori- 
ginates. • * 

It w*H indeed be found, that all conduct which is 
P extensively injurious to individuals, is injurious to 
the body politic. And I hope it will be adapted as 
an incontestibie truth, that political good, like moral 
good, when it is solid and substantial, is always th6 
result, of an adherence to reason and "Virtue, pru- 
dence, and religion. 


Nd. XII. On tlHit hind of Wisdom which consult 
in Accommodation and Compliance, Soithout any 
Principles but those of Selfishness* 


There is a mean and sneaking kind of wisdom (I 
can allow it no better > epithdt) , ^vhieh marks the 
present times, and consists in a’comjrltance w ith the 
inclinations, and an assent to the opinions, of those 
with whom we converse, however opposite they 
# may be to # our own, or to thfose we complied with 
*or assented to in the /ait company we were in. And 
thif cunning and cautious proceeding is honoured 
witli tire name of true politeness, good sense, and 
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knowledge of the world ; or, to Apeak in the ted mi - 
cal language of fashion, tilkiftg the ton of vour com- 
pany. When it is ciosdy examined, if appears to 
originate in timidity, and in a mean and excessive 
regard to self-interest, and to be utterly inconsistent 
with the principles: of honesty. u A person of 
“ discretion, " says thg sensible am! satirical Collier, 
“ will lake rare not to embarrass Ins life, nor ex- 
“ pose himself to calumny, nor let his conscience 
4 ‘ grow r too strong for his interest ; he 'never crosses 
“ a prevailing mistake, 'nor opposes any 'fianchjcf 
4< that has numbers* ami prescription on its sole. 
,4 1 1 is point is to steal upon the blind side, mid ap- 
" ply to, the affections; to Hatter the vanity and 
t#? pl;i> ujuni the weakness of those in power or in- 
m,t tercst, and to make his fortune out of the folly of 
his neighbours.'* 

1 say then, “that a man who adopts thfc conduct, 
however plausible his appearance, however oily his 
tongue, and benevolent his professions, is not an 
hduest man. lie would not for the world contra- 
dict you, or express his disapprobation of your taste 
or your choice in any respect. lint w!iy would he 
not? Is it because «he really think* an l feeU v 
you do? liuposrible. lor he will a* v'nt to opi- 
nions diametrically opposite, t as soon u> he goes 
from your door to your next neighbour. In it be- 
cause he is ho abundantly goud-nutuied as to i\ ar 
lest he should* #ivc you pain by contradiction ? 
lie lie ve it not- is uue r mdeed", that lie fears to 
contradict urn; bufit is only lest be should Ios f ‘ 
your favour; and it is a maxim with him to couit 
every individual, for bo may one day want hi-, assis- 
tance iii accomplishing the objects* of his covetous**, 
ness or his ambition. YY bile, therefore, he is Cftter- * 
irtg into your views, approving your taste, confem- 
your ub:.ervutions% what rh:uk you pusses ia Bis 
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j[ mind ? Himself is die subject of his thought*. ; aiut 
# while you imagine thuUho is concurring with jour 
\opinioiH and admiring your judgment, he is onjy 
meditating how he may most easily insinuate him- 
self into jipur favour. • Such cautious, timid, subtle 
men are very common In the # world, and so are 
highwaymen and pickpockets. # 

It unfit bo owned with regret, that this deceitful 
intercourse is the general mode of converse among 
those elevated beings who have separated thtmi Ives 
trdln tUe» rest of mankind, ifndcr the name of People 
•of "Fashion. In this exalted region, you must lea: n 
to take the tone of every •body with whom 3^011 {•on- 
verse, except indeed the vulgar. With the grave 
you must be grave, and with the gay you fhust In? 
gay ; with the vfeious you must be viejofls, and with 
the grind and learned as good and learned as the 
best of Lhcwu* if you can; but if yotuare not quite* 
adept enough in dissimulation to have attained this 
excellence, it is safest to keep out of their way ; for 
they art- apt to speak disagreeable truths, and to be 
quite insuflc ruble heies. This versatility and dupli- 
city of the gtnnAr irwnclc jnay indeed constitute a 
man of the world ; but let it b<$ remembered, that a 
book of some authority classes the world, when 
spoken of in this seftse, with, the devil. 

The over can tions/wise men of the^e times are 
very fond of getting into the company of an honest 
man ; and, by throwing out lending ideas, nr by 
asking questions, the} contrive* Ul learn all bis sen- 
timents without uttering an opinion <K their own. 
I have known some of these close gentlemen of the 
i oho u'iollo and the pcti^ai sirt lli, so reserved and 
mysterious, and at the same time so inquisitive, that 
you would Cave imagined them commissioned .spies 
of ®i Ameri can ' cong'ress or members of the privy - 
council at home, if \ou had, not pcrct.vi’d, «!ut 
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their heads were as empty at their hearts were cow- 
ardly. If after yen have .opened yourself, you ask , 
their opinion, they answer^ that really they 6 do noh 
Jknow what to say, they have not quite made up their 
minds; some* people they find think oneoway, and 
some another. Wjfth respoet to themselves, though 
they were eery doubtful indeed, yet your arguments 
seem almost to have made them converts Ho year 
opinions; and* whatever the event rosy be, you 
have fully prated that reason is of your side; or, if 
H is not, yod have shofrn amazing ingenuity mid 
abilities in saying se much on a side which rtmiiot 
be defended. Then, after'having gained their point 
of sounding your sentiments, the conversation turns 
to the (bines of the weather or the wind. 

They dismay a most outrageous a&ec^stjon of can- 
dour. They are always ready to make allow onoes 
'for the infirmities of human nature, except when a 
rival or an object of thfir hatred is to be injured, 
and then, though it is not their disposition to be 
censorious, though It is well known they always 
palliate what tbqy can, yet in this particular case, 
they will whisper, wttKdbey would not speak lrtid, 
nor have go any farther; they will whisper, that 
they believe the report, however horrid, to be strictly 
♦rue, and indeed ratbar a favpfcrabie account; for 
if you kaaw as much as they <L* they insinuate that 
you would be shocked indeed: but, however, they 
declare they mill not in candour disclose what they 
know. So that m<i (bay conclude, as indeed.!* often 
Abe carer dfet badness of Mart is allied With their 
pusillanimity. They art afiectedly kind when their 
selfish views arc to be promoted by kindness, and 
Veatiy. malevolent when the reuse purposes are wore 
effsetaally served by ma]e«MMce. ' 

Where this compliance ana resent, oiMIMh 
tod this candour, arise from a natural trjpjjrmhfl'af 
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disposition and softness of nature, as they some- 
times £o, they are almost amiable and certainly ex- 
* cusable ; but as the effect* of artifice, they must be 
despised* The perscyis who p<iM>e»s them are, in* 
deed, rh<£nselves dupe a of their own deceit, when 
they think others age deludcdvby it. For exces- 
sive ar£ always betrays itself; and muHy, who do 
not openly take notice of the deceiver, fro mo- 
tives of delicacy And tenderness fig hi- char cter* 
secretly deride and namely resent his in filctual 
.subtjlfyt Cunning people are apt, as it ha- been 
well observed, to entertain tosPmean an opinion of 
the intellects of those with « hom they convene, and 
to suppose that they can be moved like piuipets by 
the secret wire* which they play behind fhe curtain. 
/But the puppets arc often refractory, and the spec- 
tators always displeased. 

Lucrative views ure the usual motives which ollure 
the sycophant to his mean submissions. But where 
lucrative views are .greatly* predominant, a iruly 
respectable man is seldom found. Covetousness is 
so greedy a passion, that it not otdy attracts to itself 
its* proper objects, but swallows up almost every 
other affection. Man indeed naturally and properly 
is attached to himself; but A liberal education, united 
to a good nature, correct* the excess of neifi- finest, 
and enables us to*ffcid enjoyment in manv pursuits, 
which are cohducive to 1 ho good of i odety. Hut 
when all is made to concentre in velfi and wbpi tlte 
mind is so contracted a^to setTilTFgood but lucres it 
brings its proper punishment upon itself, by a volun- 
tary condemnation to a slavish, a timid, nod an 
anxious existence. So that the contemptible- cha- 
racters which 1 have been describing are* i a truth, 
enjjnies to self* evgn when they are exclusively 
devoted to it. • 

There are others who adopt the pusillanimity of 

VOL. XLI. u 1 
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mean compliance and servile assent, by a wish to 
pass quietly and smoothly through life without the • 
asperities or noise of opposition. This wish may* 
certainly be carried to excels. Every man is bound 
by his religion, arid by his regard to himself, -his 
family, and his country, to* sepk peace. But it will 
not be secured by ungmnly submissions. A proper 
degree of spirit aud fortitude is as necessary to pre- 
serve tranquillity as a pacific disposition. Internal 

{ >eace is infinitely more, valuable than external ; but 
ie who is always afraid to owrf his sentimems, and 
is led into the mazes of deceit and duplicity, will 
find, anpd his fears and hi£ contrivances, his bosom 
agitated with emotions by no means tranquil and 
‘serene.*? Add to this, that the spiritless servility of 
a mean but fashionable time-server, will often invite 
insult, as it will deserve contempt. 

( In truth, every sensible man forms opinions on 
every thing which presents itself, and every honest 
man dares to avow them, when there is no evident 
reason for their concealment. If a man has virtuous, 
religions, and patriotic principles, he injures all 
those causes which he must wish tee serve, by fearing 
to declare openly, 09 proper occasions, his inward 
conviction. It is indeed his duty to do so ; for it is 
a part of virtue to ad4 mnftfe&ce to the virtuous, 
by professing a wish to be of tfro number. 

But that wisdom, Which consists in political com- 
pliance, without gegard to the antiquated notions of 
moral fitness or uptfttess, is no less visible in public 
than in ptiv&te lifer It i 1 not the honest upright 
man, whose heart is as open as his countenance, who 
is judged worthy of great offices and employments. 
It is the varnished character^, vMucb,’ wjiile it holds 
out the best professions, is capable of co-operating 
in all the mean artifices, which 1 are often, ac eeorlBag 
to the narrow system* of worldly politics, politically 
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necessary. In the employments of state, he, who 
, cannotsmeanly submit td time-serving, will not often 
jbe ablcrto serve himself, pr be permitted to serve his 
country. 

Ip public measures, 'particularly those which con* 
ccrn religion for instance, it is insinuated, that not 
what is strictly and morally right, or Itricdv and 
morally Vrong, is to be considered 60 much, as what 
is seasonably what the times and thc^)re*ent system 
of manners w*ll bear. At one time, popery is to be 
enfcounaged* bccausft wc are threatened witfi on in* 
*vasioft, and the papists are a vrunierous and rich 
body, capable of greatly* assisting us as friends, or 
annoying us as enemies. At another time,^popery # 
is to be discountenanced by writings, by laws, by 
axes, and by faggots. At one time, Christianity is 
to be propagated by missionaries wherever wc make, 
a discovefy ; at another, we are to vftSt and revisit 
the isles of the Southern ocean, and not a wish be 
expressed by the rulers civil pr ecclesiastic, for the 
conversion of the poor Otaheiteans and Ulteteans. 
At one time, ecclesiastics shall rule the nation; and 
at smother time, Hot be pesmitted to share the least 
authority. The times will not bear ecclesiastical 
interference, and therefore the spiritual lords shall 
sit and hear the indblts of *» graceless peer, or see 
laws enacted whicli* affect the protestant religion, or 
the general state of national manners and ecclesias- 
tical establishments, in silent acquiescence, as ifthey 
were the novices of a Pythagmf?% instead of men 
commissioned J;y the awful sanction of Jesus Christ 
and the laws of their country. They content them* 
selves with the practice of moderation ; but there 
are circumstances, in wjrich the most Christian for* 
•bearance becomes treachery and cowardice. But 
thcr* times will 'not *bcar ecclesiastical authority. 
how who is it, who makes the limes what they are ? 
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Even those, whose excessive caution and cowardly 
policy leaves doubt on the minds of themany^ whe- 
ther that zeal is not totally deficient which is the 
genuine result of sincerity. If policy only regulates 
the conduct of the clergy, Jtlfe poor sceptical lqjty 
will be inclined to suspect, ui^t the noble system of 
the established religion is founded on that policy, 
which they see is the chief means used to ‘support 
it. I have no ,doubt, but that both the civil and 
ecclesiastical departments of the state would flourish 
more successfully, if that contact was .followed in 
their support, which phiues openly in the eyes of 
mankind as the result of truth and honesty, than 
jyhen tfmse petty tricks and that temporizing man- 
agemeurafe pursued, which lead the governed to 
despise the ' persons, and disobey tne authority of 
|he governor. Let legal authority openly dictate 
what is right^when measured by the great eternal 
standard of truth and justice, and then let legal 

C ower enforce the practice. The times would then- 
e conformed to the rulers, aaid not the rulers, by a 
strange perversion to the times. 

Hut here I pause, and ought perhaps to have stopt 
before, if it be true, os Bishop Hurd informs us in 
his Sermons, “ that to dictate in such matters ta 
“ persons wiser thsn ourselves or to persons who, 
9t by their stations and characters, should , in, all 
“ reason , be supposed aXser, is a manifest indiscretion, 
<( and can never be attended with any good conse- 
<( quences, W era^tbe ever so able to instruct , or were 
41 they ever so much f n want of instruction , prudence 
H would suggest a very different conduct. It would 
M recommend to us all the honest arts of insinuation 
u and address; it would oblige us to watch the fittest 
“ seasons and opportunities , or perhaps to content' 
£f ourselves with the silent admonition of a gtod 
*< example. Or, wei* there nothing in the rank and 
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, 4< condition of those we would work upon f to restrain 
“ us to this caution,, we might even be required to 

• u slio^a condescension to their prejudices and hn • 

tnoursP I then must«be silent ; but let old Col- 
lier be permitted to speak, “ T.o come,*’ says he, 
44 ftom thl state to the fhurch. He that would bo 
“ an agreeable ecclesiastic, must survey the posture 
41 of things, and examine the balance dt interests, 
tl and be well read in the inclinations and aversions 

* “ of the gererality ; and then his business will be, 
44 to follow tne loudest cry, and to make his tack 

mi 4 *vith # t!ie Vind. £et him never pretend to cure 
44 an epidemical distemper, *nbr fall out with a 
“ fashionable vice, nor question the infallible judg- 
“ ment of the multitude.’’ A 


No. XIII. A Prudent and Elegant Character 
exemplified in tfc Chatacter of Atticus . 


Few among the ancient Romans have approached 
so nearly to a perfect* character as Atticus. To the 
noblest instances exalted wisdom and liberality* 
he added a peculiar eleganceVf life, seldom obtain- 
ed even by those who probably pesMS a taste for . 
its beauty. # * * , 

But liis reputation has of Ate been sullied by 
detraction. The Abbe St. Heal, in the wantonness 
of idle ingenuity, has attempted to derogate from 
Jbis character, by disputing the veracity of his bio- 
yjher, Cornelius Nppos. Unluckily for St. Real, 
i principal passage be has quoted uom Cicero to 
h 3 • 
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convict the historian of falsehood is manifestly cor- 
rupt, and, when restored to ijs obvious sense, proves 
nothing to the purpose, as is shown by the Elegant 
Mel ninth in his agreeable lenmrks on Cicero’s Essay* 
on Old Age.* The Abbe, however, takes upon him 
to represent this amiable m&n as a time server, And 
an artful politician, ‘whose wisdom consisted in little 
else than a sagacious attention to his own safety. 

The penetrating Middleton lias also spoken less 
favourably of tfce friend of Cicero, thaj* might have 
been expected. He insinuate^ that liis Epicurean 
principles taught hionf a selfish caution* totally in- 
compatible with th% cordiality of friendship. To 
this prbdent, though not very honourable self- 
regard .^ie attributes it, that not one letter of At- 
ticus was’juiblished, though not loss than sixteen 
books of Cicero to Atticus have descended to the 
present times. ( 

There is, it must be owned, on a slight review, a 
great appearance of insincerity in the conduct of 
Atticus. But St. Real has too hastily rejected the 
honourable tectimony which Repos has borne in his 
favour : and Middle ton seems tc^ have been too 
much prejudiced against* him, by a single passage 
of Seneca. Seneca Averted, that if Cicero had not 
drawn Atticus into notice, he tyould have remained 
unknown. This* bowftver, may he true, without 
diminishing bid nserifc How could he have come 
down to jxtftferifr, but together with" the fame of 
bis illtu^iotla since he took not an active 

part inpogtidd, wfiiqh might have given him a place 
fi the page of history, and erected ifo literary mo- 
ifcto&ent for the preservation of his own glory ? 

Jf* therefore, the character of his contemporary 
Cornelius Nepos is established as an historian, th#* 
ftme of Atticus remains undiminished by the ga$0s 
if modem inquirers. 
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In answer to the aspersion, that Nepos was a 
mean writer, and was little regarded by his own age, 

* it liuisltbc affirmed that he was, as we are told by 
"Gellius, the familiar frfc.Mi<l of Cicero. It is said 
also, that a statue waserectod to him *by his coun- 
tryfhen o^Verona. If fcere are defects' in any of 
the writings that ptAs under Ais nam^, they are 
attributed to the interpolation^ of A£mdiu» Probut. 
Ilis Atticus is allowed to be his own, and .1 master* 
piece of swept and policed composition, Cicero 
speaks highly of him f and lie is particularly honoured 
«4>w Qitullus and both the Plinles. lie lived at the 
same time with Atticus, amd; ftad he asserted any 
notorious untruths, would soon have be erf refuted 
by the general voice of living witnesses $vho ana 
seldom disposed to be rashly credulously the voice 
of praise. 

But, seying aside authority, it ma^be said, that 
the uncontroverted matter of fact, the intimate 
connexion of Atticus with opposite parties, with 
Caesar and with Poraney, with Antony and with 
Brutus, with Cicero, t’lodius, and Hortensius, is a 
pry of of uncommon management? not to say dupli* 
city. From ibis fact, however, l would deduce a 
different inference. His friendship » ith the greatest 
men of his times, whatever were their political divi- 
sions, does honour h&th to His moderation and iote* 
grily. Had tie concerned higiself with faction, no 
cunning could have secured him from the hatred of 
some of the parties, and a sub^qfieit proscription. 
Had he been mean, bases artful, he weaidiHfcve been 
unanimously despised by all. They who differed 
in every thing else, would have agreed in exposing 
one whose villany deserved contempt, and whose 
•influence was not great enough to justify connfra&ce. 
TJaa truth seems to be, that he was superior to the 
Kitty views of party. His general pUmthropy was 
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stronger than his particular attachments, and in his 
warm regard for the excellence of his friends, ho 
overlooked the failings that caused their animosity* ' 
Though he lived at a distance from the capital, and* 
chose not to.exert his influence, if he possessed any, 
yet such was his personal dignity, that, id his inter- 
course with Cicer6 and the ‘greatest men of his 
times, he ftever appeared in the light of an inferior. 
They seem indeed to have treated him with an un- 
usual deference, and he appears. to have possessed 
that true dignity, which, resuly from * wisdom 
and virtue, and which no artifice or cxtfcrnaf 
tation can produce* 9 • 

That* he cultivated a friendship with them, and 
/lid they every'good office that humanity directed 
by judgment could suggest, is true* But wc have 
it on record, that be courted not the fortunate alone. 
.To those who wanted his protection, and,werc least 
likely to repay it, he was most ready to afford it. 
He protected the wife and family of Antony when 
reduced to ruin, and he sent money to Brutus when 
involved in want. 91 

Devoted to letters, and to all % the studies that 
refine and elevate the liberal mind, he was idolized 
at Athens, where he*found a sweet asylum from the 
tumult of faction. His situation in this place was 
truly enviable* In the centre at taste and learning, 
with a discernment thpt enableA'him to select and 
relish the best productions, beloved By all around, 
and even courtl^bvthe gfeat, he spent his time at 
Athens*!) aU dike flegant tranquillity of the refined 
Epicurus* His departure from it* was publicly 
lamented, and the regret of that discerning people 
vgSecis an honour on him, far greater than an 
ovation* • » t 

Though a man of taste, of letters, ofimpottgnt 
connexions, ha was yet enabled to give attention to 
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• domestic occonoray. His family regulations were 
pecuiiar|iodeed« but such, as became a philosopher* 
4II his servants were qualified to read to him, and 
to perform the office or Amanuenses. He was ele- 
gant^ says JSfepos, not •magnificent ; splendid, not 
profuse. The unaffected 1 beauty of delicate neat* 
ness was his object, nof the os ten ft t ion of opulence* 

A very distinguished and honourable part of bis 
character was, his utter detestation of deceit. He 
abhorred a lie* A circumstance which renders the 
charge 0 o£ # time-serving* duplicity improbable* 
4 £ fl htfMie appeared little affectejt with his friend 
Cicero’s misfortunes, is not so much to be attributed 
to insincerity, as to some apparently we»k conduct 
in Cicero himself. And perhaps Cicero complained 1 
of it without sufficient reason ; for adversity i» que- 
rulous. 

The goodness of his disposition was jjisplayed in 
the constancy of his attachments, and in the delight 
lie felt in acts of beneficence ; but it shone no where 
more amiably than in his behaviour as a son and 0 
brother. His mother lived to the age of ninety 5 
ancUhe used to motion with pleastfre, that he never 
was involved with her in one moment's disagreement* 
He gloried in living on the most affectionate terms 
with his sister* • 

He died in a goo^l/old age. But it is to be la- 
mented, that, /ifter a long life* as perfect as rekson 
unassisted could render if, he precipitated his death 
by refusing sustenance, in order avoid the recur* 
rencc of a painful disease. He, acted coasistently 
with the princrples of Epicurus, whd taught that 
pain was the greatest evil. A mind like his would 
have been the first to have refuted such errors, had 
1 Re lived in A later age/and been the disciple of ft 
greeter than Epicurus. 

Delineated by the pencil of Cornelius Nepos* bo 
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shines torth a beautiful portrait. Nor can 1 sec the 
use of those minute inquiries, which tend to lower 
an elevated character. The more examples of 
human excellence, the more honourable and advan- 
tageous to 'human nature^ « Truth, indeed, in all 
cases should be carefully investigated i opt when it 
already shears established on the side of virtue, 
that restlessness of learned research, whichfVeks to 
sap its foundations, is not only impertinent, but 
criminal. r 


No. XIV; On Novel Reading . 


If it be true, that the present age is more corrupt 
than tlie preceding, the great jnuhiplicution of Novels 
lias probably contributed to its degeneracy, Fifty 
years ago there as scarcely a Noucl in the kingdom. 
Uomances, indeed, abounded ; but they, it is sup- 
posed, were rather favourable to virtue. Their pic- 
tures of human nature were not exact, but they 
were flattering resemblances.* JBy exhibiting pat- 
terns ofpcrfecfcion, they stimulated emulation to aim 
at it. They ,jW the fancy through a beautiful wil- 
derness of demits* and they filled the heart with 
pure, manly raid, qpd liberal sentiments* 

, Those books also, which were written with a view 

t ridicule the more absurd romantic writers, are 
emselves most pleasing romances, and may be 
rdfcd without injury to thd morals. Such is the 
immortal work of Cervantes. Perhaps the safest 
kooks of entertainment for young people are those 
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of decent humour, which excite a laugh, and leave 
4.hc hca|: little affected. 9 

• Ilooka are more read .in youth than in the ad- 
\anced periods of life ; but there are few perfectly 
welUulaptOd to flie yoifng mind. They should be 
entertaining* <$r they will not be attended to. They 
should not be profound, for they will not be under* 
stood. Entertaining books there are in great num- 
bers ; but they were not written solgly for young 
peonle, and dV*e therefore too unguarded in many 
p£ Jjjcir representations. They ao not pay that 
" reverence which Juvenal asserts «to be due to the 
puerile age. • 

That Richardson's Novels are written with the ( 
purest iutentionsj)f promoting virtue, none cafftieny. 1 
Hut in the accomplishment of this purpose scenes 
are laid open, which it would be safer to conceal* 
and sentiments excited, which it would-be more ad- 
vantageous to early virtue not to admit. Danger* 
and temptations arc pointed oi^t ; but many of them 
are dangers which seldom occur* and > temptations 
by which few in comparison are assaulted. It is to 
be feared, the nrtral view* is rarely regarded by 
youthful and inexperienced readers, who naturally 
pay the chief attention to the lively description of 
love, and its effects*;* and who* while they read* 
eagerly wish to be actors in the scenes which they 
admire. • • v 

The cultivated genius of Fielding ensile* him to 
a high rank among the classics. *His Mika exhibit 
a series of pictures drawn with* all the* descriptive 
fidelity of a Hogarth. They are highly entertain- 
ing, and will always be read with pleasure \ but they . 
^ likewise disclose scenes, .which may corrupt apiud 
unseasoned by experience. 

Sfnoliet undoubtedly possessed gretk merit. He 
* would, however* have been more generally seed 
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among the polite and refined, if his humour had 
been less course. His Pefegrioo Ufokle h^», I air 
convinced, done much mischief; as jell tjjwBis must 
do, in which wicked characters aria painfedtln cap- 
tivating colours. And it il ad viseabte^&n defer the 
perusal of his works, till thetjudgment is mature. 

The writings of such men do, howwejr, display 
the beauties of that genius, which allure and rewards 
the attention the discreet reader.. Hut the me- 
moirs, private histories^ and curious* anecdotes, im- 
ported from our neighbouring land af^IbYjrtipis*", 
have seldom any tiling, to recommend them to 
perusal but their profligacy. Yet even these, 
adorned with specious titles, and a pert vivacity of 
langifuge, have found their way to the circulating 
libraries, and at$ often obtruded on the attention 
at an early age. 

The English press has teemed with similar ori- 
ginal productions. That coarse taste, which was 
introduced in the rejgn of C harles the Second, was 
greedily adopted by the juvenile reader. At an in- 
flammatory age v the fuel of licentious ideas will 
always find a ready reception.* The sentimental 
manner seems of late to have supplanted it. But it 
J$ matter of doubt, w hether even this manner is not 
equally dangerous, k lias given an amiable name 
to vice, and baa obliquely excised the extravagance 
of the passions, by' representing them as the effect 
of lovely sensibility* The least refined affections of 
humanity have l<fet thei^ indelicate nature, in the 
ideas of many, whfcn dignified by the epithet of sen- 
timental; and transgressions forbidden by the laws 
of God and man, have been absurdly palliated, as 
proceeding from an excess of those finer feeling*,* 
which vanity has arrogated to itself as elegant and 
amiable distinctions. A softened appellation* has 
given a degree of gracefulness to moral deformity. 
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The I&twuibing and affectedly sentimental com- 
k positions iornied on the pattern of Sterne, or*of 
«othe£ JjBM mttmm Novelists, not only tend to give 
the mind A &|ree of weakness, which renders it 
unable toresist the slightest impulse of libidinous 
passion, but also indirectly insinuate, that the at- 
tempt is unnatural. What then remains go support 
tire feeble efforts of remaining virtue, but the 
absence of temptation ? 

Such books, however pernicious their tendency, 

t re- the* most easily 4 obtained. The prudence of 
heir publishers suggests the expediency of making 
them conveniently portable. ’ Every cornet of (he 
kingdom is abundantly supplied with them. In 
vain is youth secluded from the corrupt iontfuof thb 5 
living world, books are commonly allowed them 
with little restriction, as innocent amusements ; yet 
these ofteh pollute the heart in the recesses of the* 
closet, inffame the passions at a distance fropi 
temptation, and teach all the malignity of vice in 
solitude. * 

There is another evil arising from A too early at- 
tention to Novels. They fix attention so deeply, 
and afford so lively a pleasure,, that the mind once 
accustomed to them cannot submit to the painful 
task of serious stuflv. Authentic history becomes 
insipid. The reser^d graces of the chaste matron* 
Truth pass unobserved, amidst the gaudy and 
painted decorations of fic^on. Uj^boy who can 
procure a variety of books like Gil Bias; and the 
bevil upon Two Sticks, will tm longmP think bis 
Livy, his Sallust, his Homer, or his VugS pleading. 
He will not study old Lilly, while be can read 
'Pamela and Tom Jo(\e$, and a thousand inferior 
and more dangerous novels. 4 

"When the judgment is ripened by reflection, and 
the morals out of danger, excry weft-written book 

VOL. XLL i . 
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will claim attention. The man of application may 
always find agreeable refreshment, after Severer, 
study, in the amusing pages of a KeMutgvbut the 
fungous production of tne common Novel-wright 
will be too insignificant to. attract his no^ce. , 

The extreme insipidity or sqme of our later Kovels, 
it might Igwe been supposed, would have prevented 
their reception. But insipid minds find *in them 
entertainment congenial to their nature. And, in- 
deed, the futility of the modern Novel almost pre- 
cludes its power of causing* any othrwiw’sdfief, 
than the consumption of time that might be'lnofe 
usefully employed. # • 

If, nowever. Novels are to be prohibited, in 
»what,«fc will be asked, can the young mind employ 
itself during the hours of necessdVy leisure? To 
this it may be answered, that when the sweetened 
• poison is removed, plain and wholesonfe food will 
always be relished. The growing mind will crave 
nourishment, and will gladly seek it in true his- 
tories, written in a phasing pnd easy style, on pur- 
pose for its Use. Voyages and travels, when not 
obscured by scientific observations, are always "de- 
lightful to youthfuj curiosity. From interesting 
narratives, like those of Telemachus, and Robinson 
Crusoe, a mind not vitiated by « taste for licentious 
Novels will derive a very sensible pleasure. Let the 
boy’s library consist ef such books a& Rolling His- 
tory, PlutarcJjV Lives, ai;d the Spectators; and, 
together wWk tne improvement of his morals and 
Understatfdmg, which he tnust derive from reading 
t|em, be Will have if in his power to spend his 
vm*tkt time in such mental amusements as are truly 
j and permanently delightful. 
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Oil Simplicity of Style in Prosaic Com - 

position* 


Foon tlTat gives the liveliest pleasure on the first 
taste, frequently disgusts on repetition; and those 
things which please the palate without satiety, are 
sudi a*agitate hut nAdcrstely, and perhaps origin 
YrallV'caused a disagreeable sensation. Mentaf food 
is also found by experience to nourish most, and 
delight the longest, when it is not lusciously sweet. 
Profuse ornament and unnecessary graces,* "Iffbugh 
they may transport the reader on a (ifst perusal, 
commonly occasion a kind of intellectual surfeit, 
which pre^fents a second. * 

Immoderate embellishment is the mark of a 
puerile taste, of a weak judgment, and a little 
genius. It conveys tbetidea or too great a labour 
to please ; an idea, which exclude tHfe appearance 
of ease, without pdiich it js difficult to effect the 
purpose of pleasing. If the reader enters into the 
author's spirit, he finds his emotions too rapidly ex* 
cited to be consistent with, pleasurable feelings. 
Works acknowledged? to be written with true taste, 
arc found for the most part to ifcise gentle emotions; 
and, when it is necessary to call up tbegnore violent, 
the effect is improved from the rarity of the attempt. 
There ift a certain equable flow of spfritb, which 
keeps the mind in a tone for the admission of 
durable pleasure; but which, when hurried or 
exalted beyond its natural state, terminates in 
"August. 

There are several books very popular in the pro* 
sent age, among the youthful aql the inexperienced. 
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which have a sweetness that palls on the taste, and 
A grandeur that swells to a Bloated turgidity.f Such 4 
are the writings of some jnodern Germans, The* 
Deatli of Abel is generally read, and preferred by 
many to all the prbd actions df Greece, Borne, end 
England. The success of this work has givep rise 
to others on the same plan, inferior to thyt in its 
real merits, and labouring under the same fault of 
redundant decoration. What others may feel, T 
lenow not ; but I wouldyio more he obliged to read 
the works of Gesncr repcalcaly, than«*o makg ^ 
frequent meal on the }» one}' -comb. 

The ^Meditations of HeTvey, and many books of 
devotion, are written in that rhapsodic style, which 
# weariSflby its constant efforts to debate the mind to 
extacy. They have, it h true, a useful effect on 
the rude and uncultivated, who are seldom pene- 
trated but by«forcible impressions ; but tlie pleaHire 
they give is not sufficiently elegant and refined to 
attach the more polished reader. 

Poetical prose, as all suchavritings maybe called, 
seems indeeif by*no means correspondent to clas- 
sical ideas of beauty. • There i# no model of it 
among writers in thtsgolden ages, and it has seldom 
beefl attempted by the first rank of moderns. Fenc- 
lon indeed succeeded in it, bui Tie richly intermixed 
the beautiful towers originally xmllcd by Homer and 
Virgil. Genius like Bis, assisted by classical learn- 
ing, may giv# m grace to* compositions formed on 
plans not^ quite conformable to the most approved 
taste. 

Many modern sermons, while their authors aimed 
a£ sublimity and a highly figurative eloquence, have 
become turgid and affectefl. The simple majesty^ 
of the sacred writings affords a proper model for 
sacred oratory ; and it must be owned, to the honBur 
of the regular clergy, that they have commonly 
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imitated it; and that the enthusiastic and pompous 
• harangue has usually been the production of those 
who have renounced reason in matters of taste as 
wqJJ as qf religion. f ^.ddresscyd to ‘the meanest 
capacities in the lowest orders, it may have pro- 
duced a desirable effect in coinpcllingAheir atten- 
tion, rfhd in warming their inflammable passions* 
But, it is to be feared, its effect was but temporary, 
and it is edrtain that it can never possess a place 
aftioi\g tli£ elegant #orks bf literature. 

# 'it is agreeable to the mind to be occasionally 
roused by a powerful stroke { but it sulfem a kind 
of smart, from a continual repetition of tne blow* 
It is merely tea zed and weaned by the fable yet 
uninterrupted Attacks of the unskilful writer, who 
mistakes the itch of scribbling for the impulse of 
genius. * 9 

The Bible, the Iliad, and Shokspe&re’s works, 
arc allowed to be the sublimest books that the 
world can exhibit* # Thcy *are also truly simple; 
and the reader is the more affectcdkby their indis- 
putable sublimity, because hft attention is not 
wearied by ineffectual aftemntg at it. He who is 
acquainted with Longinus will remember, that the 
iustances adduced by that jgreat pattern of the ex- 
cellence he descries, are not remarkable for a 
glaring or a^ompous style, but derive their claim 
to sublimity from a noble energy of thought, 
modestly set oft' by a proper expression. 

No* author has been* more amivemllj approved 
than Xenopffon. Yet his writings display no ap- 
pearance of splendor or majesty ; nothing elevated 
or adorned with figures ; no affectation of superfluous 
1 ornament** His merit is an unaffected sweetness, 
which no affectation can obtain. The graces seem 
to have conspired to form the becoming texture of 
his composition. And yet/ perhaps, a comragf 
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reader would neglect him, because the easy ayd na- 
tural air of his narrative rouses no violent emotion. « 
More refined understandings peruse hhn with de- 
light ; and Cicero has recorded that Scipjo, wlysn 
once he had opened the books t of Xenophon, would 
with difficulty be prevailed with to close them. ‘ His 
style, says the same great orator and critic, is 
sweeter than honey, and the muses themselves seem 
to have spoken Yrom his mouth. • 

Julius Caesar is thought to liata resembled Mm 
his style, as he did in the circumstance of pro- 
fession. t He has nothing florid or grand, but, like a 
'gentle river, flows on with a surface unruffled. A 
Wondetitfi instance of moderation, to have recounted 
his own achievements with accuracy, yet without 
being, for a moment, betrayed into an unbecoming 
pomp either of diction or representation. Yet 
with all the gracefulness of modesty and simplicity, 
he has an air of grandeur that commands respect. 
In comparison with Vhis, ostentatious ornament 
would have betn contemptible deformity. 

Cicero, who understood and valtfcd the simplicity 
of Xenophon, was, Jhowevcr, himself sometimes 
guilty or its violation. He adopted the Asiatic 
manner in some of his orations^ And they are some- 
times more verbose, diffuse, arid affected, than an 
attic taste can patiently endure. But k is a kind of 
aacriiegc, os vqpH, as presumption, to detract from 
the deserved glory or a man, who in his life and 
writings advanced iiuman* nature to high per- 
fection. 

The French nation is an affected nation; but 
.mao? of their authors have written with Remarkable 
simplicity. Fontaine, among others, is acknow- 
ledged to have equalled, in this beauty, the ancieilt 
models. But they hqre writers of the other kind, 
iid I must own, 1 never could admire many of their 
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boasted orators* Even their Bossuet and their 
'Jtaurdaloue are oat adapted to the taste of an Eng- 
lish or an h Attic jtudience. 

Simplicity is not in ^general the distinguishing 
beauty of English vpriters. Their spirit and so* 
lemnity of disposition have sonfetimes eiven their 
writing? an ill-placed pomp and magnificence. 
But the works of an Addison and a Sterne, and the 
reception they have Inet with, wilt vindicate the 
nafioi^fron? the chaise of* wanting taste for simple 
' A&uty. The ancients have begn much imitated in 
England ; and where thi6 is 'the case, a taste for 
simplicity will sometimes get the better of prevail* . 
ing gothic ism. The German jnanner, it V jboped* 
will never supplant the A4lic. • 

To write in a plain style appears easy in theory ; 
but bow "few in comparison have uvokfed the fault 
of unnecessary and false ornament!* The greater 
part seem to have mistaken unwieldy corpulence for * 
robust vigour, and t<j have despised the temperate 
habit of sound health as meagreness. The taste 
for finery is inofc general thaif for symmetrical 
beauty and chaste elegance ; and many, like Nero, 
would not be content till they* should have spoiled, 
by gilding it, the statue of a Lysippus* 


No. XVI. 6n the VreveUnce o f Rdigiou* Seep* 
tictim . 


Or all the methods which the # vanity t>f man baft de- 
vised with a view to acquire distinction, there is 
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nonc easier than that of professing a disbelief of the / 
established religion. That which shocks the feeling*' 
of those with whom we converse* cannot fail of 
attracting notice $ x and, asjhp vain are usually <jon- 
fulcnt, they utter tneir doubt% with such an oracular 
aud decisiyp air, as induces the simple to think them 
profoundly wise. Audacity, without ingenuity, 
will draw the eyes of spectators, and this will sufli* 
ciently answcK the purpose* of the greater part of 
professed unbelievers. One xhight be divested^ if 
one were not hurt, by seeing a circle of silly* act*' 1 
mirers gaping and nxihg their eyes on some half- 
learnetf and impudent prater, who throws out an 
fObliqK&cnsinuation against the Bible, the clergy, or 
the sacrament. These aVe fertile tdpics of wit and 
ingenuity ; but it might, mortify the vanity of some 
very vain writers and talkers, if they woulchrecollcct, 
what is undoubtedly true, that it is a species of wit 
and ingenuity, which not only the vilest, but the 
most stupid and illiterate of nymkind, have displayed 
in all its possible perfection. 

There is indeecrno doubt, but that vanity is one of 
the principal causes^of infidelity. It must be tho 
sole cause of communicating it to others by writing 
or conversation. For let us suppose the case of a 
very humane, judicious,* and leavoed man, entertain- 
ing doubts of the tr^tk of Christianity & if he cannot 
clear his doutys by examination, he will yet recol- 
lect that doubts ‘are no certainties ; and, before he 
endeavours to propagate his doubts, hp will a&k him- 
self these questions : Am I quite convinced, that 
what I doubt of cannot possibly be true ? IF I am 
convinced of it, am 1 sure, that the publication of my 
opinions will not do more hirm than good ! Is not 4 
the disturbing of any long.establishe'd civil constitu- 
tion attended^ with confusion, rebellion, ruin, and 
bloodshed i And fxte not the majority of men 
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more strongly attached to the religion than the go- 
vernment of their forefathers? Will it serve my 
country to introduce discontent of any species’? 
May not those innovations in religion, which discon- 
tent may introduce, lead to all the evils which are 
caused 6y frenzy and funatioism j Granting that I 
were ‘able to make a party formidable enough to 
crush opposition, and to exterminate Christianity, 
still am 1 certain I am acting like a good member of 
society ? Foi»is not tins system, whether well or ill 
folded, friendly to society ? I must confess it ; its 
greatest enemies have acknowledged it, from the 
first opposcr to the suBtJe historian, whq, after 
having vented his venom in a subtle attack, is vet at 
last obliged, b^ the force of troth, to confl&i, that* 
it contains a pure, benevdlent, and universal system 
of ethics, adapted to every duty, and evciy condi- 
tion of life. vVhat motive then cam induce me to* 
divulge my doubts of its authenticity ? Not the good 
of mankind ; for it is already allowed by unbelievers, 
that the good of mankind is interested in the belief 
of its divine original. Is it for iqy o&n good, and 
with a view to b8 convinced ? I will not deceive 
myself : my motive, I suspect, is of another kind ; 
for do I read those books, which have been already 
written, to satisfy similar dqgbts? Nothing but the 
vanity of appearing *to be wiser than my credulous 
neighbours can induce me to ifiMtupt the happiness 
of their undoubting belief. But vanity of this sort, 
which tends to disturb ^society, to injure the na* 
tional dhorals, and to rob* many thousand Individuals 
of a source of sweet and solid comfort, is extreme 
wickedness, even according to the dictates of the 
j religion of # nature. 1 shall act the part of a # good 
citizen and a good man, by conforming to a system 
. whose beneficial influence 1 feel and copfess ; and by 
endeavouring to acquire a belief io that witch has, 
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for so many centuries, been established, and which 
premises to sooth me in distress with the sweetest , 
consolations, and to brighten the distnal hour of* 
death, by the hope of a more glorious and happy 
state of existence, At alt events, 1 sliaJJ havejthe 
satisfaction of having oommaipded myself so far, as 
not to imvr run the hazard of endangering the wel- 
fare of my fellow-creatures, either here or hereafter, 
by indulging a degree of vanity, which, in a creature 
so weak and sA short-lived as myself, w a folly very 
inconsistent with the superior wisdom wfaiclr'I 
should arrogate. # 

1 will venture to repeat, that all writers against 
Christianity, whether they introduce their remarks 
<by slV i hsinuation, ovinjthe form of a history, or 
whether they openly avow their design in their title- 
page, however they may affect even the extremes of 
humanity, benevolence, honour, philosophy, and 
enlargement of mind, are actuated by vanity and 
wickedness. Their motives arc as mean, selfish, 
narrow, and in every respeat unjustifiable, as the 
tendency of ttieir writings is mischievous. Their 
malice is often impotent, through the foolish So- 
phistry of their arguments ; but, if ever it is suc- 
cessful, it is highly injurious : and, indeed, consi- 
dering their motives, and the probable consequences 
of their endeavours, the infidel writer is a greater 
enemy to society, vn&consequently guiltier, accord- 
ing to all the principles of. social union, than the 
thief or the traitor. Persecution would, however, 
only promote his cause, and his proper punMuneut 
is contempt. 

It is certainly no derogation from the character 
of a man of sense to conform, even while he is so 
unfortunate as to doubt their truth, to the opinions* 1 
of his country. His conformity will probably lead 
him to detrain of actions and of thought, which, in * 
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duo time, will induce him to believe. Hut, if time 
^should -not happen, yet Re will net, as very wise ahd 
wery great men have acted, in paying a respectful 
deference to the avowed conviction of* others. The 
moat intelligent and palvlrful men of ancient Rome, 
not only appeared to believe a very absurd and 
hurtful system, but ntsisted in all its certmonies as 
priests, liven Socrates, who evidently appears to 
nave entertained $om<^notions adequate to the dig* 
nitv of the one? great apd supreme Being, yet thought 
itj$as% duly which he owed to his country, so far 
to conform to the wretched .establishment, as to 
order, in his dying words, "a sacrifice to jfcsculapius* 
This conformity ought not to be confounc|f(l # wilh 
hypocrisy. If i£ is carrici^o dJftremes, qr zealously 
allotted, it certainly is very blameable and con* 
temptiblc deceit; but while it keeps within the 
bounds of reason and moderation, if ought to be 
called a decent deference to the opinions of the ma- 
jority, arising from humility, ^tnd a desire to main- 
tain the tranquillity of Ihc state, and to continue an 
innocent and useful system, which nas and will 
alw&ys greatly contribute to» lessen the quantity and 
degree of moral and of natural evil. 

The easiest, after all, or at least the most effec- 
tual method of opposing in any character is really 
to be, what wc wish "to appear. Bu t belief is not in 
our power, end how can wc benSVe what appears to 
us incredible ? Certainly you condDt,* while it ap- 
pears incredible. Hut lc^me ask you, wither you 
have talfen any* pains to believe? or have at once 
and at a glance persuaded yourself, that the Chris* 
tian religion is totally false / I am of opinion, that 
j great number of sceptical wTiters never gave them- 
selves the trouble to read those scriptures, which 
^ tMy so warmly oppose. They heat objection?, 
* they read objections^ and they dad that men of rc* 
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puted wtt and ingenuity are often the persons from 
wh'om the objections originate. They would be 
reputed men of wit and ingenuity, and therefore 1 
they eagerly adopt the language and sentiments of 
the order. Perhaps the faiity and prHe of -this 
class of men will Tender all ’attempts to convince 
them abortive ; but to modest doubt< , arc! those 
whose good sense and good dispositions lead them 
to wish to adopt the religion of tin ir country, it may 
not be useless to suggest advice, with a vi^ to 
facilitate their coi victinn. ^ 

I boldly say then, licit the chief thing required is, 
to fret 1 themselves fror. the pride of human reason, 
Hmqjjitv (and surely our hi hid ness and imperfec- 
tions, are sufficient t<F reefer us- humble, if we would 
be reasonable), humility will open our hearts, and 
.belief will fiud admission. Sincere endeqvours, se- 
conded by [frnym, will never fail to help our un- 
belief. But, alas ! a fine, gay, spirited, liberal, and 
enlarged modern philosopher would be ashamed to 
be found on his knees, or t. ith a Testament upon 
him. There ^is scarcely any vicious act, or any 
vicious book, which would put lmn so much to’the 
blush. 

A modest well-meaning man might, however, I 
should think, reason himself :nto a belief somewhat 
kt this manner. find mysfclf placed in a world 
« abounding wUlfFvfi and misery. Under the pres- 
•* sure of it, Htel my heart inclining, like the needle 
“ to the gqrth, by its natural tendency, to the Deity 
“ for support Man, of all animals/ is the only one 
“ who has the sense of religion. I look round to 
** discover to what object, and in what manner, that 
41 part of ray fellow-creatines, who live in the san\g , 
44 society with myself, pay their adoration. I find 
44 a system of religion already established, and wftfob „ 
“has been established, in the most enlightened 
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“ countries of the earth, near two thousand years. 

44 I resolve to examine *t. It claims that respect, 
" 4 at least, from its antiquity and universality. Many 
44 difficulties .appear on the first inspection. My 
44 ruuson is often staftltd, and* my belief wavers. 
44 Hut 1 will not yet give up a ptiint of so serious 
44 impotence, without further and closA* attention 
44 to it. I reflect, that two thousand years is a vast. 
44 space in the age o^the world. Ijow many my- 
44 rkids of men like myself have lived and died in tne 
•‘Jpitlvduring that time ! And were all of them fools 
‘•-or hypocrites ? It couty not hive been. Can the 
44 understanding of a poor individual just coftie into 
“ the world, and hardly kno wiijg where heas t #com-« 
44 prehend on iiguition an^bjmof sucli^tnagnituck*, 

•* and make the mighty discovery, which has 
“ escaped millions of the wisest and most learned of. 
“ mortals? Or, supposing that they'all perceived 
* 4 the deception, am l then at last the only honest 
“ man ? 1 am ashamed to avow such an idea to my- 
44 self. But yet, if I •reject what tjjey received,, 

44 surely I avow it in the more expressive language 
44 of ni y conduct.* Pride is the foundation of my 
44 scepticism. Humility must form the basis of my 
44 belief. I will chqpk my own presumption, and 
44 reject the cavils off vain afld foolish philosophy. 

44 Shall a poor weak* creature, .who comes up like 
44 a flower, and is cut down, who fleeth as a shadow, 

44 and never continueth in ‘one stay, ^rAiume to pro- 
41 nouneg decisively in that little perio^Ju which 
44 he has scarcely time to look at)out him before he 
44 dies, against a system, which has strong internal 
44 and external evidence of divine original, which is 
^roost useful and comfortable, and which has been 
u thus admitted during almost twenty centuries. 

it is the first wisdom to be humble* Humility 
44 will be followed by grace, and* grace by faith, and 

VOL. XLI. K 
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“ faith by salvation. It plainly appears, that I can 
“ lose nothing by belief, but some of those excessive 
“ and irregular enjoyments, which would destroy 
u ruy health.and life ; but 1 may possibly gain a 
“ glory and a happiness, whtyh shall continue to all 
“ eternity.” * 


No. XVII. Famtifj Unhappiness the frequent 
" Cause of Immoral Conduct . 

•j 

* *• 

*Aftek all our complaints of the uncertainty of 
human affairs, it is undoubtedly true, that more 
misery is produced among us by the irregularities of 
our tempers, than by«rcal misfortunes. 

And it happens unfortunately, that these irregu- 
larities of the temper are most apt to display them- 
selves at our fire-sides, where every thing ought to 
be tranquil and setfene. But the truth is, we arc 
awed by the presence of strangers, and are afraid of 
appearing weak or ill-fiaturedvwhen we get out into 
‘ the world, and sqjri*ry heroically reserve all our ill- 
humour for our wives, children, and servants. We 
are meek withrig we might meet with opposition, 
but feel dyWlves .undauntedly bold where we arc 
sure of no effectual resistance. 9 

The perversion of the best things converts them 
to the worst. Home is certainly well -adapted to 
tepose and solid enjoyment. Among parents and* 
brothers, and all the tender charities of private life, 
the gentler affections, the operations of which W, 
always attended with feelings purely and perma- 
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nently pleasurable, find ample scope for exertion. 
The experienced have bften declared, after weary- 
ing themselves in pursuing phantoms, that they 
have found a substantial happiness in the domestic 
circle. Hither they hifve returned from their wild 
excursions in the regions of dissipation ; as the bird, 
after fluttering in the air, descends intodier nest, to 
partake and to increase its genial warmth with her 
mate and with her yupng ones. # 

Such and 4 so swqfft are the comforts of home, 
is not perverted by the folly and weakness 
of man. Indifference, and. a^fcarclessness about 
pleasing those whom it iS our best interest ts please, 
often render it a scene of dulness and insipidity. 
Happy if this^were the the evil.* Hut ihS 

transition from the negative state of not being 

P leased, to positive ill-humour, is ajinost unavoidable. 

retfulncss and peevishness arise, as nettles vege- 
tate, spontaneously, where no salutary plants arc 
cultivated. One unkind expression infallibly gene- 
rates many others. Tirifles light as air are able to 
kindle the blaze of contention.* 1 frequent con- 
flicts and unreserved familiarity, all that mutual 
respect which is necessary to fft&ervc love, even in 
the most intimate connections; la entirely lost, and 
the faint affection fbhich remains is too feeble to be 
felt amid the furioas operation of the hateful pas* 
sions. Farewell peace and tAR^hillity, and cheer- 
ful converse, and all the boasted eomforts of the*/ 
family circle. The nest which should preserve a* 
perpeflial wagnth by the constancy of^Rternal and 
conjugal affection, is rendered cold and joyless. In 
the place of the soft down which should covet it, are 
, substitute^ thorns and 4 briars. The waters of strife, 
to make use of the beautiful allusion of Scripture, 
,#uftli in with impetuous violence, pad ruffle and 
discolour that stream, which,, in its natural and un- 
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disturbed current, devolves its waters all smooth 
and limpid. * 

But it is not necessary to expatiate on the misery 
of family dhsention. I mean more particularly to 
suggest, tliaf family dissentoan, besides ail its own 
immediute evils, is »he fruitful parent of moral mis- 
conduct. ’ 

When the several parts which compose a family 
find themselves uneasy in that^home which is natu- 
rally the scat of mutual enjoyment, they are led 
from the straight road, to pursue their hapt»nb{t$ 
through a devious n ild. The son, arrived at years 
of mamrity, who is treated harshly at home, will 
seldom spend his awenirgs at the fire-side. If he lives 
in the metropolis, IK- wsjO fly for , refuge to the 
places of public diversion. There, it is very pro- 
tmble ft some unhappy connexion will be formed, 
which cannot be continued without a plentiful sup- 
ply of money. Money* it is probable, cannot be 
procured honestly but from the parent : but money 
must be, at all events, procured. What then re- 
mains, but to those methods which sharpers 
have invented, ana which sooner br later, lead to 
their proper punishments, paiu, and shame, and 
death i 

But though the consequence^are not always such 
as the operation of human laws produces, yet they 
are always terribftrldid destructive of happiness. 
iMisery is indeed the necessary result of all deviation 
Trorn virtue ; but early debauchery, early disease, 
early proflipey of all kinds*, arc peculiarly fruitful 
of wretchedness ; as they sow the seeds of misery in 
, when all that is sown strikes deep 


of wretchedness ; as they sow the seeds of misery in 
the spring of life, when all that is sown strikes deep 
root, apd buds, and blossoms, and briogs forth fruit , 
an hundred-fold. 

In the disagreements between children and 
rents, it is certain that the children are usually most 
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in fault. Their violent passions and defective expe- 
rience render them disobedient and undutiful. Tncir 
Move of pleasure operates so violently, as often to 
destroy the force of filial affection. # A parent is 
stueg to the heart by flits ingratitude of a child. He 
checks bis precipitancy, and perhaps with too little 
command of temper ; for who indeed fan always 
hold the reins ? Asperity produces asperity. But 
the child was the ngfijrcssor, and therefore deserves 
a creat part bf the njTsery which ensues. It is, how- 
*^ct^cr tain, that the parent is often imprudent, as 
well as the child undutiful. .Htf should endeavour 
to render home agrecuble by gentleness and*reason- 
uble indulgence : for maq at every age sc^ksdto b^ 
pleased, but rqpre partic^fcrtfjf at the juvenile age. 
lie should indeed maintain his authority ; but it 
should be like the mild dominion of a limited 
monarch, not the iron rule of a tyraflt. If home is 
rendered pleasing, it will not long be deserted. The 
prodigal will soon return wbpn his fathers house is 
always ready to receive him with joy* 

What is said of the consequences of domestic 
disunion to sons,* is equally to be applied to daugh- 
ters. Indeed, as the misconduct of daughters is 
more fatal to family peace, though not more heinous 
in a moral view, payticular^are should be taken to 
render them attached to the co mforts of the family 
circle. When their home is cRSigreeable, they win 
be ready to make any * exchange*. %nd will often! 
lose their characters, vjrtue, and hapless, in thd 
pursuit of it. indeed the female* character and happi- 
ness are so easily injured, that no solicitude can be 
too great in their preservation. But prudence is ne* 
tJm cessary in jd very good .cause, as well as zeal > and it 
is found by experience, that the gentlest method of 
.government, if it is limited and directed by good 
sense, is the best. It oughuindeed to be steady, 
x 3 - 
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but not rigid : ami every pleasure which is Innocent 
in itself and in its conscqulnces, ought to be ad- 
mitted, with a view to render less disagreeable that/ 
unwinking vigilance which a delicate and sensible 
father will judge necessary W.he care of daughters. 

To what wickedness, as well as wretchedness, 
matrimonial disagreements lead, every day’s, history 
will clearly inform us. When the husband is driven 
from his home, by a terin«»gaqj, he will seek enjoy- 
ment, which is denied him at Vs own home, in Uie 
haunts of vice, and in the riots of intern perWiriR^ 
nor can female corrtipiion be wondered at, though 
it must be greatly pitied and regretted, when in the 
jieart(vh^ch love and friendship should warm, hatred 
is found to e rankIe. %w 8muugal infelicity not only 
renders life most uncomrortable, but leads to a 
desperate dissoluteness and careles&ness iff life and 
manners, which terminates in ruin of health, peace, 
and fortune. If we may form a judgment from the 
divorces and separations w hicli happen in the gay 
world, we may conclude, that the present manners 
live highly unfavourable to conjugal felicity. And 
we see, consistently with my theorj 1 , that the conse- 
quence of these domestic disagreements is the pre- 
valence of vice in a very predominant degree, as w ell 
as of misery. • \ v 

But it avaib little to point odt evils without re- 
v commending a remedy. One of the first rules 
which suggest? itself is# that families should endea- 
vour, by oQgn and seriously reflecting on the sub- 
ject to convince thefaselves, that not «only tfce en- 
joyment, but the virtue of every individual greatly 
depends on union. When they are convinced of 
this, they will endeavour to promote it ; <and it for-^. 
innately happens, that the very wish, end attempt of 
every individual in the family must infallibly secuife*^ 
success. It may indeed be aifficult to restrain the 
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occasional sallies of temper ; but where there is, in 
the more dispassionate moments, a settled desire'to 
preserve union, the transient violence of passion 
will not often produce a lasting rupture., 

Iuis another most epchllent rule to avoid a gron 
familiarity , even where the connexion is most inti- 
mate. 1 ne human heart is so constitutors to love 
respect. It would indeed be unnatural in very in* a 
timate friends to behave to each other.with stiffness; 
htitihere is a 4 delicacy of manner, and a flattering 
dfj!rbffce, which tends to preserve that degree of 
esteem which is necessary, to support affection, and 
which is lost in contempt when a too greaf fami- 
liarity is allowed. habitual jmliteness pf man- # 

ners will preven^even indifftaeffee from degenerating 
to hatred. It will refide, exalt and perpetuate 
affection. 

But the best and most efficacious ruSe w, that we 
should not think our moral and religious duties are 
only to be practised in public^ and in the sight of 
those from whose applaftsc we expect the gratifies* 
tion of our vanity, ambition, or ararYce; but that 
we should be etj Jltlly attentive to our behaviour 
among those who can only repay us bv reciprocal 
love. We must show the sincerity of our princi- 
ples and professions* iby acting consistently with 
them, not only in the senate, inihe field, hi the 
pulpit, at the bar, or at auv otfmF public assembly* 
but at the fireside. 
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No. XV11I. Hints to ywng Men who arc designed 
for Orders. 


It is no leproach to the church to say, tfiat it is 
supplied with minister* by the emoluments it 
affords. Mex^must he suppurted; and if the pros- 
pect of support is one principle motive in impelling 
them to enter on the clerical office, it is a nasrdfqj, a 
reasonable motivft and in i»o respect disgraceful A 
son, it? is true, is destined to the church because his 
, father qr friend is the patron of a living ; or he is 
' placed at a free-sc!t$W*And is'cnrrjrd on to college 
with a view to a schohnship; or he fixes on the 
t profession himself from a love of letters and tran- 
quillity, and ‘from the hope of gaining a quiet and 
easy, though small stipend, in a liberal and an* 
useful employment. r There is nothing in all this 
unreasonable ; and though Lypocrisy and fanaticism 
may disclaim' surfi motives, yet, if he who is actuated 
by them, as the greateftpart certainly are, prepares 
himself duly for entrance on the office, and dis- 
charges its duties conscientiously when he is in it, 
he is a worthy and valuable clergyman, and a better 
man than they who revile him.* 

Whichever outfit? above causes may have inclined 
a young man So devote himself to the church, l 
will suppose him just dismissed from his school, and 
will submit *to his consideration & few 'remarks, 
which, I hope, will he useful. With respect to en- 
thusiasts, 1 will not presume to direct them. They, 
indeed, are guided by a superior illumination, 
which l cannot confidently pretend. 

To facilitate the tenure of some preferments 
and to satisfy the prejudices of the world, it will be 
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necessary to take academical degrees. This cannot 
reputably be done without becoming a member t>f 
ato English university. If the finances of the stu- 
dent are inadequate to his support, he will ptobably 
be tejnptcdrfo reside in ode of them, for the sake of 
the emoluments of scholarships, fellowships, or ex- 
hibitions^ If, indeed, a stricter discipline, and a 
few regulations in the exercises, should take place, 
he will do right to fix his residence in jhe venerable 
6eats of learning, whole every convenience for the 
puiffesm of study is liberally afforded. 

cut if neither the discipline. not^the statutes are 
altered, I would advise hint, if he were my own 
child, barely to keep two terms a-year for # sew?rai 
years, which ma$ be done iredte^pace of # five or six 
weeks only spent for four (It five years in the univer- 
sities, so as to deiive as good a right by the sta- 
tutes, as any other members, to theiionours be- 
stowed by an university convocation. In Oxford, 
for instance, three weeks spept at Easter, and a 
fortnight in act term, art the seasons 1 recommend# 
And the residence during this shorfetiific, for five or 
six years, will be s&fficient far the purpose. This 
excursion may furnish an agreeable variety, and the 
time may be well spent in examining the public li- 
braries, and in attending the public lecturers, who 
contrive to circumscribe their courses within the 
limits of the few weeks req iirctPBy the statutes to 
keep a term. With respect to a Wotontary resi- 
dence at either university inuring six or eight months 
at a time, though certainly rigffi if a reformation 
, should take place, 1 consider it, in their present 
state, as dangerous, expensive, and attended with 
jjq ad vantage, great enough to compensate the#dis- 
advantage, and wjiiclt may not be enjoyed abun* 
jlstftly better in the family of a worthy and learned 
clergyman in a country village.* By all means let 
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the long intervals be employed in study, for which 
the silence of u village retrofit, provided «i sufficient 
number of books are to be procured, is far better 
accommodated than the* society of noisy young 
men, who are suffered to Jo as they please by night 
and by day; who arc above control ; and who 
~ause tb* college to resemble the taverij and the 
brothel. 1 seriously declare, 1 have no cause to 
express myself with resentment on the subject of 
the universities. 1 say uh\ 1 thin*, and I say it 
because it would iil become me to conootf^ any 
thing in the knowledge of which ingenuous youfn is 
greatly interested. 

a f young man is fortunate enough to find a 
worthy clergy will be companion and 

instructor' from ninetech to twenty-three, he will 
direct the studies and the conduct. But as I know 
that all willmot be able to find such an one, and 
that the greater part cannot, from the slenderness 
of their fortune, make such a compensation as 
would be required by him, when found, I shall pro- 
ceed to offei^ny, .advice. 

At the age of one-apd-twenty, it will be pfoper 
to begin the studies preparatory to ordination. If 
it is possible, a young man of similar views and in- 
tention* should be psocurcd^ an associate. I say 
then, that without any tutor, by the direction of 
books, they nia)Mfhus,witl) due application, make at 
least as greifc an improvement in this retreat, as they 
could in any university. In these circumstances, they 
would bS less exposed to dissipation ; and, for that 
reason among others, they would be more attached 
to study, and would succeed in it better. 

Such would be my plan.till the universities shoijjd 
be reformed. But since many reasons will concur 
to induce parents to fend their sons to the universi- 
ties as usual, such os the expectation of various 
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pecuniary advantages, the opportunities of forming 
connexions, the fear of singularity, and indeed the 
difficulty of deviating from the accustomed path, I 
will suppose a student just matriculated, am) will 
subnet to his opinion the Toi lowing suggestions : 

He is sent to college to improve his mind and 
morals,* tg become a good scholar, and a good man ; 
not a man of pleasure, nor a man of fashion Let 
him, then, res. Ive to, pursue his studies indefati- 
gabjv, and pra^ God j^mighty to preserve his inno- 
coJJ&T'w d to be a guardian to him, now lie is re- 
moved from the fostering wing .of lift affectionate pa- 
rent. Let him beware of* being overcome by ridi- 
cule, by which he will certainly be attacked. JLet 
him be steady his princiytej’ond spi riteS in his 
actions ; exhibiting that rarity and resolution in 
his good purposes, which others do in their bad ones. 
Let him recollect, that he is preparing for a sacred 
♦office, and make his conduct consistent with his 
views. J)ut. with all his, virtue^ and alt his prudence, 
let him avoid the appearance of unnecessary stiff- 
ness, of hypocrisv, or of more* singularity than 
is required for tllfe preservation of his principles. 
Let him also most carefully avoid a censorious dis- 
position. It is his business to advance bis own 
good qualities to all* attainable perfection ; not to 
be morose, or calumnious on the defects and faults 
of others. He will see, pity, ffiftl avoid them; but . 
he will leave the office of correction Wo those who 
ought to assume it. # 

The foolish exercises performed in ffie public 
schools are too ridiculous to deserve a serious con* 
sure : but as his degree may be denied him, if ho. 
Jfcils in any. particular .of this formal trifling, he 
must pay to them, end to the studies which are. 
^p#nnected with them, so much attention, and no 
more, as will qualify him to perform them, with feci- 



108 KNOX 8 ESSAYS* N* IS* 

• 

lity and confidence. The classics in general, the 
Hebrew language, and the books introductory to 
divinity, will claim all his serious application* 9 
The preparatory improvements should not be 
confined to that moderate degree of* excellence 
which may be required in a chaplains examination. 
They wbt aim only at parsing an examination, 
usually relinquish their studies when the examina- 
tion is past. JVitli a good character, moderate at- 
tainments, and those rccoro\endiitofy testimonies 
which are easily procured, there is no dni%^Pjof 
rejection. But iff h bo deserves to succeed will not 
be satisfied without making a solid improvement in 
# Useful theology. 9 

A youn£ dergy urtfh n»f h e wishe| to l)c esteemed 
by his parishioners, audio promote jtl^ir welfare, 
.must take particular care, on first entering on his 
Cure, that he’makes favourable impressions on the 
subject of his morals. However young, he must 
remember, that, by turning the office of a public 
and religious instructor, h# has assumed a grave 
character. If lyj is not grave he may indeed 
be pardoned, or be pitied; buf he will not' be 
valued. 1 mean not* that he should be austere, nor 
puritanical: but that lie should avoid even the 
"Appearance ||f that disgustful "levity of manners, 
and excessire profligacy, which has disgraced the 
younger clergy ofTne iime*. That real levity and 
real profligac? arc to be avoided, 1 need not inform 
him ; but at the same time # l am sorry to bc^obliged 
to confess? 1 that A8 serious part oUmaukind have 
long had just reason to express their abhorrence at 
the frequent occurrence of the professed clerical 
libertine* He will avoid evil, and the appearance 
evil. If he cannot bring bis mind to sacrifice youth- 
ful follies to the dignity of his profession, he should.^ 
riot engage in iu The public have long remarked 
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with indignation, that some of the most distinguished 
coxcombs, drunkards, debauchees, and gamest&rs, 
Who figure at the watering places, and all public 
places of resort, arc young men of the sacerdotal 
ordwr. • * 

They plead that they are you rig, and youth must 
excine tfie lollies that rcouft from the too ardent 
love of pleasure, If they are joung, they thought 
themselves old enough to assume the office of uk 
structors of hiankiwf; an 1 to warn their fellow* 
crimes to avoid those very n regufoi mes which 
they not only practice, bi^t m.w Inch they glory, as 
mails of spirife, > • 

The clergyman who w nild^be rc*pc*tyed^ and* 
every clergjmaft ^ftuld be *G£|>ected if |ie would be 
useful, must preserve a decency of dress. 

He must be affable , but hi» affability must be. 
tempered with reserve. • 

He must be regular in the performance of pa*, 
rochial duty, and pay ‘it leasts much attention to 
the poor as to the rich.* 

He must read prayers, and preach* with fervency 
and earnestness ; %ot as if lie considered his business 
as a job, by which he is to earn a certain pay, or as 
if he did not believe # what he uttered. His eloquence 
wiH be forcible, but wot ranting; pathetic, but not 
whining. • ^ 

He must not be covetous, nor very rigid in ex* 
acting of the poor his just dues. 0 
He must be benevolent and beicfiecn£in an ex* 
emplary degreo; winning men oy persuasion, for- 
giving injuries, and teaching more forcibly bf his 
life than his discourses. 

• He must, not* be a yrefennenUhunter / far w* 
cannot esteem hyrn, who, while he talks of crowns df 
✓£*ory, ’appears to fix his own Heart m a stall ora 
lustre. 

VOL. xu. 
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No. XIX. Hints to young Men toko are designM 
jbr a Military or Naval Life . 


The exigencies of the state have called & r an in- 
crease of the military orders,, and it must be owned 
that our British youth has not been slow to obey 
the summons ; for there is scarcely a townF*ur vil- 
lage in the kingdom where you will net meet, as you 
pass Along, cockades, epauletteS|^|p|;i|carlct coats, 
accompanied with fierce looks .tit# struts /) la mili - 
taire . Thp triilitar/ spirit is indeed so widely dif- 
fused, that there is reason to believe the nation will 
shortly become a nation of warriors. But as the 
military spirit is rather adverse (o the gentle arts ' of 
peace, and as the young heroes are apt to lay down 
their books as soon 41s they take up their arms, I 
will suggest to them a Anr hints, which may pro- 
bably prevent their heroism from degenerating to 
brutality. I would nub wish them to imagine, that 
the moment they have put their hats on sideways, 
and dressed themselves at their toilettes in com- 
plete uniform, they* are soldiers. They may be 
pretty figures, and; doubtless will be able to do 
great execution at an assembly ; but it does not 
follow that ftiey will be Equally successful on the 
plains of Saratoga. 

Many, who enter on the profession wtile they 
are striplings, are apt to suppose, that a sword, a 
Cockade, and a shoulder-knot, constitute them com- 
plete gentlemen. These, Jiowever, will not consti- 
tute them men, and much less gentlemen: for an 
ignorant, rude, and mean mind under a red coat. 

no less visible, and more contemptible, than if 
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it appeared under rags, and in the dress of a 
mechanic* 

1 Almost all the professions have some characteristic 
manners, which the professors adopt, with little 
exanjinatiou as necessary u.nl as bonbuvuble dis- 
tinctions. It happens unfortunately, tlut vulg.inty, 
profligacy, libertinism, and infidelity, ase thought 
by weaker minds almost as necessary a pait ol a 
soldier's uniform ns lu» shoulder -knot. To licuuto . 
at an oath, to decline «ntoxicntiou, to profess a re- 
ga fflhfec religion, would be almost as ignominious as 
to refuse a challenge. Insqlvedby and disease, 
some of the gfiteit misfortunes which can befal a 
human creatbre^m often thought to add agr age to 
the military maiy f He dresYaw, He drinks nc ulus-* 
tors, he spends his moncyf he ruins' 14* Constitution 
and Ms peace; but the compensation for all this is, 
that he is a favourite of the ladies : -and rcaJly in’ 
this bis ultimate object he often succeed® : for many 
of them are as weak as him&glf, and are ready to 
run wild at tho sight of*a red coat. Age and ugli- 
ness, disease and roUouess, arc q}l last in the ii re- 
sistible charms of a piece a>f scarlet broad cloth ; 
and many a young man, who has been repulsed in 
a common dress, has been arrayed by his tailor for 
the battle, and gaiilad a complete victory. The 
cross-legged artist •has often metamorphosed a * 
Thersites into an Adonis. But this sihy attach- 
ment of the women t end* idmicdistdy to increase 
that profligacy which has, ever been tho fertile 
source df tamale misery :* and irtw, wMli you can 
hardly turn without seeing a military man, the 
evil must necessarily lie increased, and conse- 
quently it if the more, desirable to administer a 
remedy. 

„ But here 1 witf interrupt my rcmaiiy, to assure 
the reader* that the puenle vatyty and studied pro* 
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fligacy which 1 have described, is only to be found 
in those who have been too*early commissioned, and 
have been entered on the soldier's life destitute o f 
the gentleman’s education. There are indeed many 
such ; for parents, who have interest, are desirous of 
entering their sous early, that they may arrive at an 
exalted port in the prime of manhood. Hence it 
happens, that the time which should be employed 
in a virtuous course of literary discipline, is thrown 
away amidst the dissoluteness, of a camp, or a bar- 
sack, or a ship s crew ; and the poor youth, £*at£h 
he is lifted over the heads of veteran^ and assuthes 
all tha haughty airs of a great dis possesses a 
xnin^onlu distinguished from th£^j||fr ms drummer, 
°or his brnttswain, by sc^rior insolence. He has no 
taste : his pleasures arc gioss ; he is a distinguished 
brute indeed ; but his distinction consists only in 
‘superior brutality ; his conduct is caprice, and Ins 
courage insensibility, lie lives a life of misery, 
varied only by die short gleams of vicious and infa- 
mous indulgences. Of such misery as this it is 
surely friendly to^attempt die prevention. If the 
present generation may not prodt by the sugges- 
tibns which I offer, the succeeding one may be res- 
f . ?tied from perdition. But, lest what I am compelled 
^jbasayof the uneducated and. unprincipled part of 
|he profession should be extended too for, I must 
add, that I am welfeonvinced that a great part of 
the army consist;: of men who have entered on the 
military profession from, the best motives, and have 
carried into the camp the accomplishment^ of die 
school. 

> fio the other part, whose misfortune it has been 
to be„engaged in an unsettled life, without instruct 
tion in any of the valuable parts of science, with- 
out moral principles, or even the idea of religion,^ 
nwy not be useless to address a few admonitions* 
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Let them persuade thcmsehes of the beauty, the 
value, and the pleasures of a t ultivated mind. d>et 
\hezn compare one of their profession who possesses 
the graces of the understanding, with another of 
equal rank whose idcas’arc low, whose seiuimenta 
are narrow and selfish, * hove pleasures are gross, 
and who has no other method of cirthloung his 
leisure but in drunkenness and debauchery. The 
contrast will exhibit the deformity which 1 am do* ^ 
squibing in striking colours. The one is respected 1 
a£r*d loved; happy in himself, and the cause of 
happiness mothers : thopther, tlfough he is always 
pursuing ptjpMfc never finds it pure and halted; 
but spends a ftaptfsh being in vanity an^vice, and 
precipitates that dissolutiosTftt which a]J[ but himself 
have reason to rejoice. # 

Now the leisure which this profession frequently 
enjoys above all others, as it is often the cause or 
vice, so it affords a fine opportunity for making im* 
provement. But how should die uncultivated soldier 
begin ? He was tak<A from his school before ho 
had laid any foundation on which Tie might build 
the fabric of learning. Where this is the case, wo 
must not hope that he will be .able to acquire the 
learned languages:, but if he acquires a taste far* fc , 
English books, he wiH soon find his nature improved . 
by reading the best of them* like the wild stock 4 
when grafted with a cion of a delictouh and valuable y 
fruit-tree. • * 

In eyery profession tlicre is a certain quantity of 
practical and technical knoa ledge, which ought to 
be particularly attended to, because the profession 
cannot be exercised without it. Tactics and fortified , 
lion, witb the sciences -immediately connected with * 4 
them, must be studied, as essentially necessary to the \ 
military and naval officer* But if heetops hero, ho 
will stilt retain die narrowness of an artist, who seeks 
l 3 
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no farther skill than is necessary to procure the lu- 
crative advantages of his art. 

History, in all its parts, will properly excite and 
reward the attention of the soldier. The transla- 
tions of Thucydides, Polybius, Xenophon, Livy, 
Sallust, will aniusd and instruct his mind with va- 
luable knc* ledge, and in the end will give him 
more pleasure than a meagre novel borrowed at a 
circulating library. 1 would advise him to take 
with him rope’s Homer when he goes' to the can^p, 
and lay it under his pillow, and meditate on it*tii the 
morning. The entertaining of noble .thoughts will 
lead to s noble actions; and the pooi^^bsuchcd, and 
'in*ok’en^ 'officer, bpset with bailiffs and surgeons, 
*wiJI become, in this ciifrsc of discipline, a sensible 
and prudent man, and deserve the appellation of a 
.true hero; a title which can never be bestowed 
on a man wktfte com age wants conduct, and whose 
honour wants honesty. 

He should recollect, that he has a soul like men 
who do not wear a red coaf*; and should think of 
that immortality which the wisest^ of mankind have 
expected. Let him notbe ashamed of reading the 
< Scriptures, or those excellent comments upon them, 
$Hie sermons of our great English divines. It is false 
'valour whch sets God and eternity at defiance; 
and it is real cowartjjce to be aVraid of the ridicule 
which the performance of religious, or any other 
duty, may in&jr 1 . Ho is often beaid to say he is 
upon duty, and it were to.be wished he considered 
the meaning of theVord in its full extent. 

What is said to military men, must be extended 
totnariners. They Iiave ofteu suuk indeed far be- 
neath* the levd of humanity* The leisure and com 
finement of a ship ought certainly* to lead them to 
jpftek improvement in letters. But yet a medium is * 
bo observed. Their refinement must not be ex- 
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cesstve, lest the fastidiousness of extreme delicacy 
should destroy the manly bravery and hardiness of 
the English sailor* 

In attending to these admonitions* it will be 
fourtd, ttaft, while the happiness of muny unfortu- 
nate individual! is increased, the glory <|pd welfare 
of the community will be better secured. We shall 
have less to fear from our enemies, and less from a, 
standing army ; for an enlightened understanding, 
wbi<^> considers the nature of society, will see the 
propriety of subjecting, on all donwstic emergencies, 
the military 0 the civil pswer*. + 

I cannot dkftfe this subject without applauding 
those generous and libersfmea, who, wren Their* 
country was threatened prifn invasion,* forsook all 
the comforts of their homes, and, without previous 
Habits to enure them, submitted witb # alacrtty to oil' 
the inconveniencies of a camn, and the unsettled 
life of a soldier. Their juaicious and patriotic 
ardour evinces that they wear a sword for their 
country's good, and arc ready tow draw it, at a 
moment's warning, on every fofbigQ or domestic 
enemy. 




Mo. XX. On the Amusement f of Sunday. 


The institution of a day devoted to rest and reflec- 
tion, after six days Bpent in labour and dissipation, 
h sot only Wise in a political and religious view, but 
bighly agreeable* to the nature of man. The human 
' mind is so constituted by nature, as toTnake greater 
advances by short flights frequently repeated, than 
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byjunintcrruptcd progression. After the cessation 
era whole day, the operations of the week are begun 
with fresh ardour, and acquire a dejptee of novelty ; 
a quality which pohsesbt ^ a» most po#orfo! effect in 
stimuiatmg to application. In troth, ho time is 
lost to the ^public bj the observation of a Sabbath ; 
for the loss of a few hours is amply compensated by 
the additional vigour ami spirit which are given to 
human activity by the agreeable vicissitude* A 
thousand teasops might be assigned for the obger- 
vation of it, supposing it wanted any, superadded 
to the^unction of divine vutlionu. Among others, 
the long juration of this cstabljf h^nt is, in my 
^opinion, .an argument greatly in its favour; for hu- 
man affairs, ,n a long cofirse of yeaifc, settle, for the 
most part, like water, in their proper level and 
"situation. 

It may, then, be numbered among the follies of 
modem innovators, and pretenders to superior en- 
largement of mind and fiecdora from prejudice, that 
they have endeavoured to destroy the sanctity, and, 
in course, the essential purposes of this sacred in- 
stitution. They have laboured to render it a day 
of public and pleasurable diversion; and, if they had 
S UC£^gded> they would have made Sunday in no 
respect different from the otbdr days of the week : 
for if one man was allowed to pursue pleasure at 
the usual public places, another, who felt the in- 
fluence of avarice more than of the love of pleasure, 
would justly have claimed a right to pursue his lu- 
crative labour. And, indeed, it (dust be owned, 
thltl there would be far leas harm in prosecuting the 
designs of honest industry, than in relaxing the 
nerves of the mind by a diarolote pursuit of nominal 
pleasures ; of such pleasure m usually terminate in 
rain, disease, and ruun-OThe national spirit and 
ffpreiigth must be impaired by national corruption. 
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Feebleness of mind is the unavoidable effect of ex- 
cessive dissipation; but*how shall the political tea* 
chine perfona ite movements with efficacy, -when 
the minds of people, the springs of the whole,; 
havq, lost elasticity ? If you were to pro* 

hibit honest labour, and allow* public pleasures, 
Sunday # W 0 uld become a day of uncontrolled de- 
bauchery and drunkenness. It would infallibly 
sink the lower classes to that degenerate state in 
which they appear in some neighbouring countries, 
anti would consequently facilitate the annihilation 
of ?ivil liberty. # * 

The decenf observation of Sunday is indeed to 
be urged by arguments of p nature greatly superior 
to pomiettf rea§on* : but ones are 

here offered; becaqse, with thi&opposers of the ob- 
servation of the Sabbath, political arguments are 
more likely to have weight than religious. They 
who hold the Bible so cheap as to have confuted, 
in their own minds, every thing it contains, without 
ever having looked into it, arc often idolaters of 
Magna Charta. And though it plight be in vain to 
urge, that Sundaf should be decently kept for the 
sake of promoting the interests of the gospel, it 
would probably be an inducement to pay it fn due 
attention, if we couftL convince certain perso«i|4hitt 
a decent regard to ir promotes such sentiments and 
principles among the people as have a tendency to 
support the Bill of Rights, and secure the Protestant 
succession. Every thing which promotes virtual* 
salutary to the mind, considered only as* medicine; 
as a bracer, if I may so say, or a corroborative^ 
xnedy. Now strength and vigour of mind are #6*. 
Splutely necessary, if we would constantly entertain 
an adequate idea of the^lessings of liberty, mid 
take effectual methods todefend it when it is in* 
fringed. ^ 
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But, setting aside both religious and political ar* 

r iienu, or allowing them Al their force, still it will 
urged by great numbers, aadtbc** too ia the 
higher spheres of life, that s 3) business being pro* 
bibited on Sundays, they ar£ realty at a logs to spend 
their tune. “ Let us then/* say they,* 44 since wo 
44 are forbidden to work, let us play. Let gs hare 
u public diversions. There can be no harm in a 
44 polite promenade. Indeed*’ (they insist) “if it 
44 were not for the prejudices of tlfe canmlie % it 
41 would be right to permit more places of public 
44 diversion on SuAlays than on other days; obviously 
44 because we have nothing else to do but to attend 
44 to^henjt But English prejudices are too deeply 
14 rooted to be eta^akd. On the 4 continent!, the 
44 return of Sunday Is delightful ; ? but in our gloomy 
44 island it is a blank fh existence, and ought to be 
44 blotted out of the edendar.” 


The arguments indeed, such as they are, were of 
late presented in the best form, 1 presume, which 
they will admit, by one of tlk,se noble senators, who 
opposed the lath laudable act for the suppression of 
some enormities which hod been introduced as the 


pastime of the sabbath ; and whose speech would 
condimon him to eternal infamy^ if its extreme m- 
si gqipmicy did not reverse the sentence, and en- 
sure It a friendly and speedy oblivion. 

Such arguments arc indeed attended with their 
own refutation ; but it is certainly true, that some 
orders among us are distressed for methods of em- 
ploying their time c on a Sunday. L will therefore 
fcitg leave, from motives of compassion, to suggest 
•Mae hints, which may contribute to relieve them 
from •he very painful situation of not knowing bom 
so pass away die lagging hours. Sunday is selected 
by them for tmvclliag; ^M the high roads on a 
Sunday arc crowded mm coaches adorned with 
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coronets* But to Christians there arc other em- 
ployments peculiar to tile day, winch will leave* no 
part of it cuseogeged. If the) are not Christians, 
their contempt of life Sabbath is one of the least of 
tlieif error*, and, before *it can be removed, a belief 
must be produced ; to Attempt which docs not foU 
within Ijie limits or design of this paper. * 

But supposing them Christians, let us endeavour, 
to provide amusement fur them during the twelve 
hours in every seven days, in which the business of 
tlifc world is precluded. If lords and dukes would 
condescend to go to their parish-cSurch, they might 
find themselves weil employed from ten o crock till 
twelve* To the prayers they ottt have n^rcasona^ 
ble objection ; ^ind, with wi to Jhe sermon, 
though its diction or its &n||Spt» may not be ex- 
cellent, yet in tltc present thrift the want of merits 
is usually compensated by bttfr&y* And the great 
man may comfort himself during its continuance 
with reflecting, that, though. he is neither pleased 
nor instructed by it, yet he himself is preaching in 
effect a most persuasive sermon, by* giving his at- 
tendance* His example will attract many auditors, 
and bad indeed must be the discourse from which 
the vulgar hearer cannot derive much advantage* 
If any charitable jnrpose in to be accomplished* 
jand there never pastes a Sunday, but in she metro- 
polis many such purposes are to be accomplished, 
the bare presence of a man in high flfe will contri- 
bute greatly to the petysniary collection. And, if 
a peer trf the realm was as wmidg to give his pre- 
sence at a charity-sermon as at a horse-race, to con- 
tribute to the support of orphans and widows, as to 
keep a stud and a pack of hounds, perhaps be 
would find himself no kujweven in the grand object 
of his life, the enjoy^^^^pleasure. # 

The interval bmwemmw morning and evening 



»« 20 * 


120 KNOX** ESSAYS* 

service may surely be spent in reading* or in Im- 
proving conversation. Tbfe rest of the day even to 
eight o'clock* may be spent in the metropolis at 
church (if any one chose* evening lectures 

abound. And, though there n h6 obligation tp at- 
tend at more than, the established times* yet no man 
can say titcro are no public placd* of resort* when 
he can scarcely turn a corner without seeing a 
church-door open, and lu aring a bell importunately 
inviting him fo enter* * 

The little tune which remains after the usual reli- 
gious duties of the day, may certainly be spent in 
such a manner as to causfe no tedium, even though 

* Cadisle-house is shut* and the rigid laws forbid us 

* to enter* V a uxhaU/%S^fagh , and (he theatres. A 
cheerful w&ik amidst ruthl scenes is capable of af- 
fording* in fine weatwr* a very sensible pleasure- 

' In all seasons, at eR hours* and in all weathers* 
conversation is capable of affording an exquisite de* 
light; and books* of improving, exalting, refining* 
and captivating the human mind* He who calls m 
question the trutty of this* must allow his hearers to 
call in question his claim to ratiofh&lity. 

* The subordinate classes, for I have hitherto been 
speaking of the higher* seldom complain that they 
kngw not what to do on a Sunday. To them it is 
a joyful festival. They* for the most part* are con- 
stant attendants at church; and the decency of their 
habits and appearance* tbe cleanliness which they 
display* the opportunity they enjoy of meeting their 
neighbours in the kune regular and decent iituation 
With themselves* render Sunday highly advanta- 
geous to them* exclusively of its religious advan- 
tages They usually fill up tbe intervals of divide 
service with a rural walk* md their little indulgences 
at the’ tea-houses are proper and allowable. 

They are confined to seonstary and laborious work 
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during the week, end a walk in the fresh air w 
most conducive to their Health, while it affords them 
a very lively pleasure, $u eh a pleasure indeed as we 
have all felt in famous description of it. The 

comp on people we sufficiently delight&l with such 
enjoyments, and would* really displeased with 
those public diversions which our travelled reformers 
have desired to introduce. 

Neither are they m want of disputing societies to " 
fill up their time. There are parish*churches in 
atflWance. After they have attended at them, it 
is Ar better that they should jrallf in the air, than 
be pent up m a dose roonf and putrifying air,Avhere 
their health must suffer n^ore than evenwn ihevex^ 
excise of their handicraft vo gatiSn. But * 

that indeed is one of tile ftfapt of the evils which 
they must endure, were theft allowed to attend at 
every turbulent assembly; which either the avari*' 
cious or the discontented may convene. Weak 
understandings are easily led # as tray by weak argu- 
ments. Their own morals and happiness, and the 
welfare of the church and state^are greatly inter- 
ested in the suppression of those houses, which were 
lately opened under the arrogant name of theological 
schools. The act which supp&ssed them reflects 
honour on the British senate. Such acts as fhis 
would indeed excite the zeal of the good and reli- 
gious on the side of the legislature, and would rouse, 
among those whose actions must uarfy-weight with 
them because their characters are respected, such a 
spirit add unanimity, as would eftable the executive 
part of government to s upport itself with honour 
and tranquillity at home, and act with irresistible 
\jgour abroad. . 

Why should the press#* race, whether high or 
low, stand more "in neqq$0f public diversion* on a 
Sunday than our forefathers in the last and in die 

von. xu. u 
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beginning of the present century i No good reason 
can be given. It may not indeed be Improbable, 
that the true origin of this a&MWea $#£ went is, thht 
the greater part of the preset taea, from the defect 
of a religious education, $r from subsequent r dissi- 
pation, which is found t obliterate aft serious ideas, 
have no Selish for the proper and natural* methods 
of spending our time on a Sunday, the performance 
ofreligioi^duties, and the exertions of benevolence. 


No, XXL*. On 4Xl£$fajdaint$ of <Men qf Learning. 


An impartial observer will be obliged to confess, 
that if die real evils of men of genius and learning 
be not greater than those df others, yet the sense of 
them is commonly more acute. The same delicacy 
pf feeding, which renders them particularly suscep- 
tible of intellectual* beauty, makes thgm feel more 
sensibly the common, distresses of human life. 

Men of genius aocHearning are, for the most part, 
in a state of intense thought : while they, who arc 
engaged injless refined pursuits, are frequently in* 
a state of mental insensibility ; and if happiness is 
only in the mind^every little aocidept must disturb 
lus repose who is always in meditation. The string 
, Which is constantly kept in a state of tension will 
' vibrate on the slightest impulse. 

The pleasures of men of literature, are those which 
arise from the contmod^m of greatness, novelty, 
and beauty; pleasure* MUie purest gad most ex- 
alted nature. Perfcap*»$K»tate is utdre truly happy 
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than that of a man of genius, at the time he k 
closely engaged iosurveyiog either of these three 
" sources of imeg}ftatt& enjoyment ; but the very 
purity and excellence b£ these pleasures are ultt- 
i mately the dccaston of misery to their votaries. Our 
present, condition will not permit merely mental 
gratifications to engross our whole care and atten- 
tion; and when the, mind reveits from its ideal bliss t 
to the occupations which its union with wbody ne* 
ceg$arily enjoins, the transition from supreme delight 
to iifipidity and vexation, becomes the occasion of 
a degree of misery more than proportionate tp the 
degree of lost happiness. > * 

Perfection is ever the object jNttgemus ; mat per- 
fection is not to bo found in h%wgk affaiw. Genius 
is, therefore, disgusted with the impossibility of 
obtaining that which is constantly in it£ view. This 
it suffers in the recesses of study : but upon entrance 
into the transactions and employments of busy life* 
the perfection which it aims at*is much more rarely 
visible. Objects which, # to the comqon mind, are 
pleasing or indiffergpt, appear to tile mind of genius 
deformed and disgusting; because they fall short of 
that image of perfection, focmeSL in the fancy, to 
which, as a standard, .every thing is usually referred 
and compared. Thjft acuteness of discernment 
serves So discover concealed blemishes, as the mi- 
croscope sees a spot where the na^ecl eye beheld 
nothing but beauty. 

The dpi of study is generally engaged in serious 
'employments. Tie lives («m vwS«<mt, as the Greeks 
call it} constantly attentive to some end. The rest 
of the world devote the greatest share of their time 
to*ease» merriment, and diversion. The man of 7 
severe study aiaometim^&tw from bit closet, in 
compliance with custom, wMtcited by iflsnortuuity, 
to partake of die ordinar^tmiseoiente or common 
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life. He goes with reluctance and timidity; for 
perhaps he cannot shine in company, and he looks 
upon every avocation as an obstacle to the accom- 
plishment of his chief end and wishes. He returns 
with chagrin, because, in the hour of confivial gaiety 
or of festival levify, he has found his nferits pass 
unnoticed, and his authority treated with nlglect. 

The several causes whu h have been thus for as- 
signed for the querulous disposition o f literary men, 
cannot reflect on them any disgrace : but there ere 
others equally probable, and more dishonourable 

They who are constancy endeavouring to add to 
-their attainments, mean at the same time to increase 
their valie and acquire icputation. Every step of 
progressive advancement tills the breast of the pro- 
ficient with a higher opinion of his own merit, and 
• confirms his consciousness of self-dignity. But the 
world is not privy to every new acquisition which 
the student makes in his closet. He therefore in- 
creases his exactions of respect, before his com- 
panions are Sepsible of an increase of merit. From 
'disappointed pridfc, therefore, the^ultivator of know- 
ledge derives no inconsiderable part of his uneasiness. 

Every end that is worth pursuk, has a great num- 
ber of pursuers. Competitors ^naturally look upon 
each other as enemies, mutually opposing their se- 
veral wishes. This jealousy is no where to be found 
more frequent, *or more violent, than among the 
pursuers of literary honours* The student is there- 
fore often envious* and, than Envy, as the satirist 
remarks, no Sicilian tyrant ever invented a greater 
^torture. 

Perhaps, after all, that lowness of spirits which a 
sedentary life, and an unreduced attention product, 

' WkMberttMtiem&tbt tnw now of tbs 
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complaints and wretobeijaess of the learned, It is not 
very material Jo determine* Certain it ie f that they 
"who are famished iritb the means of the greatest 
happiness, $re freqoearijr the most miserable. Bv 
attending an great things, they neglect those which 
appear little, hot on which our* happiness greedy 
depend* 9 


No. XXIL Stmt urn on Modern Ethics • 


• 

The neglect oil the ctabM<$jPPd of»tbc ancient 
moral philosophers, in modem education, tends no 
less to injure virtue, and every voluaMe and lovely* 
disposition of the heart, than to ctafupt taste, and 
degrade dignity. 

It is true indeed, that the pnesent times, compared 
with the ancient, arc properly the old age of the 
woild. And if we reason, from analogy, we must 
conclude diet they surpass, in the knowledge of 
external nature, the ages which hase preceded. 
Accordingly we fiiyl in all those things, a skill in 
which necessarily defends oft long experience Mad 
extensive observation, that the moderns possess m 
indisputable superiority, in useful science, and in 
natural philosophy, the ancients fall so short, as afet 
to bear.the comparison., Anstytle sad Pliny com- 
mitted their dr&HB»to writing, instead of an authentic 
natural history, and a rational system of pliysies. 
No one can justly question their ingenuity, hut they, 
•anted authentic matter for as exertion. They 
were contented with regtttt, net only concerning 
* subjects which they ha&imenpportuttar «f esttarin- 
ing, but coocetuing mm wbadfr'tw tinder their 
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notice. They induced general remarks from too 
small a number of particular. Pliny indeed seems 
to have written a physical romance, with an inten- 
tion to entertain, rather then to discover" and com- 
municate severe truths. The more marvellous his 
representation, the better it answered his* purpose, 
and it was' not very likely to be strictly canvassed in 
an age when the true spirit of philosophical inquiry 
was totally unknown. 

The ancients had not those instruments of science, 
the air-putpp, the telescope, and the microscope. 
And sprang their principal obstructions, is to be 
^numbered. the waftt ? of knowing the futility of hypo- 
thecs, wnfen unsupported by experiment. While 
fancy was flowed* to amuse herself in framing 
systems of her own, reason sunk in repose, and de- 
clined the painful task of close examination. The 
sheerest admirer of the ancients will therefore give 
up their pretensions to scientific excellence; and 
though be will recommend the study of Pliny as a 
classic who writes agreeably 1 , yet will he advise the 
’ notary of science to substitute, in the place of him 
and of all the ancient naturalists, the works of Boyle, 
of Newton, of BufSph, and of the numerous writers 
in the Philosophical Transactions. 

^ : But for their defects* in natufyl, the ancients com- 

S nsate by their excellence in moral, philosophy. 

ecbanical instalments were not wanted to make 
observations on human nature. Natural sagacity, 
by generous education, and exercised in a 
civilnpi community, was enabled to make just con- 
tusions concerning the powers, the passions, the 
^duties, the vices of manas an individual, and as con- 
nected with others in his ddmestic, soda], and civil 
relations. But the knotrWet of nature and of her 
operations, compared knowledge of our- 

selves and of our dutjr» *1 orsmall consequence. 
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It is justly remarked, that our English divines 
are the best moralists with respect to matter, wfiora 
"the world ever produced. And for this it is easy to 
account.* They established their precepts on the 
firm basis 4>f revealed religion, and not on the sandy 
foundation of human systems. *But the misfortune 
is, that they are little attended to by # those who 
stand most in need of reformation. The libertine? 
the man of tfye world, the polite modem philosopher,, 
tyt* been taught to associate the idea of dulness to 
a qprmon, and would fear the imputation of preju- 
dice, if he were to profees a belief of received reli- 
gions, and conform his actions to their precepts 
His creed is formed from* the* Opinions ofc Voltaire** 
ilousseau, Heltetius, Hume, and many others, who 
have perverted taste, genius, and learning, to the 
purpose of supporting unlimited libertinism. 

It is not likely, that he who is taught to look 
upon himself only as an animal, furnished indeed 
with a superior degree of sagacity, but, like his 
fellow-brutes, doomeef to perish foj ever at death, 
should possess ^at elevation Of sentiment which 
Christianity inspires, and $ hich is necessary to con- 
stitute the great man in the* private as well as in 
the public scenes of life. His principles necessarily 
lead him to assimi^fte with* those animals, among 
whom he is ambitious of being numbered. Tim 
enjoyments of sense will be, in bis jdea, the chief 
good; and that severe virtue, which can alone render 
him serviceable to the great community of mankind, 
or distinguish* him honourably in the society of 
which he is a member, he will esteem the charac- 
teristic of visionary enthusiasts, who know not the 
tature of man, and the’ end of his existence. * 
nBut ancient philosophy teaches to respect burn- 
nky. To have that reverence for mwf s self, which 
arises from a just sense of the superior nature and 
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endowments of a human creature, was a precept of 
the earliest philosophers, and was thought to be the, 
1 best security for a generous and virtuous conduct. 
It is not pride; for pride 'Consists in surrogating 
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idea of oar own dignity in the scale of beings .when 
compared with the brutes, and a resolution to sup- 
port it. Yet how should he think or act like tno 
i lord of the Creation, who is taught by thn insinuations 
of modern philosophers, that man is to be classed 
in the same species with the ape and the rnonkav ? 

Among the profligate, •indeed, and the uma- 
«$(*U£ted, jve see humanity sadly degenerated; 
“Attentive^only to solicitations of the ietfies, 
and obedient“to every passion, the*vulgar, both of 
the higher and the lower ranks, lead a life truly and 
merely animal.. If, however, it be wisdom to Htfl 
according to nature and the newly-divulged opinion, 
that man is no more by nature than a sagacious 
brute, be true, then are those whom we coll the 
-basest and most worthless of mankind the pattern* 
|frf imitationyand thfe only philosophers. Education, 
%tr these principles, is no longer necessary. The 
passions are competent guides, and the more violent 
‘pay are* the more unambiguous their directions; 
jLet our schools bo shut up, fbf why should wo be 
at the pains to study, while true wisdom and virtue 
lore to be learpe^ at on easy rate, of our brother- 
beast* in the stable and the dog*kenncl ? 

It has been the aim of the earlier Poets, ♦Legis- 
lators, Sages, and Jiefbrmcrs, to advance human 
iti^Ore from its primeffi -rudeness, to all tbepeifec- 
im of which it is capable in a state of civilization. 
Men "in general have wftHngfy foBbwed thefr 
dictates, and have progressive happiness 

hi progtesslk It was reserved 

ftft the present age ^ to reconcile 
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the idea of advancement with retrograde motion, 
of improving human life, by restoring habits, prin- 
ciples, and weaknesses, long exploded and over* 
come. It is well known, that several celebrated 
writers have inferred the absurdity of many, not 
only innocent, but laudable* and beneficial notions 
and practices, from their being unknowA, or differ* 
ent from those established in savage nations in the* 
state of nature. In order to imbibe ideas of decency 
qpd moral fitness, they have obliquely referred us 
to groves of Otaheitc. That sych writers should 
have appeared is wonderful ; -but it is still more so, 
that they should have found numerous readers and 
admirers. And it is a stsuking^veut ifTtbe hrcrifju, 
of mankind, that, after the efforts of ^several thou* . 
sand years in promot'd^ civilization, many were 1 
found desirous of returning to the wretched pracr 
flees of savage life. 

But even he who is taught to revere the wisdom 
of the naked Indian, and to despise the improve*, 
ment of his own time# and nation, is more likely to ( 
think and act with dignity, thro the man who be*^ 
lieves himself a machine. * Such an one, to be con- 
sistent, must renounce the id of the soul's supre- 
macy over the actions of the body, and must resign ' 
himself to the impulle of that blood, of which alone 
he believes himself to consist. As an engine he will 
yield to every motion without resistance ; for the 
perfection of the machine depends on its movfhg 
with t]ye least possible friction or impediment. The 
mistake of hitn who looks on himself in this light, 
is almost as absurd as that of the hypochondriac 
visionary, who, in the temporary madness of his 
wcverie, imagines himself transformed into- inani- 
mate matter. . 

The dark and disputatious style and manner in 
which the modern philosopher vents his sceptical 
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ideas, though it may give bis disciples a turn for 
metaphysics, and teach them to involve a dispute in 
perplexity, lias very little tendency to improve the 
understanding, to give n clearness of conception, or 
to promote a frank and manly dispositions * 

It is indeed with a pleasure equal to that of turn- 
ing from a’putrifying carcase, to behold the living 
body in a state of youth and beauty, that one leaves 
the poor inventions of the vain sceptic, and the 
gloomy metaphysician, to recollect the names and 
opinions of Socratgs, Plato, Xenophon, and Cicero. 
From those I learn, what is confirmed by Christia- 
^iY,Jthat IJiave a $pul within me, which shall sur- 
^vive^its p '7ns liable Jaab i t a t i o n . These inform me, 
I that human nature approaches to the divine; that 
* virtue will make me. napp^ in myself, and recom- 
mend me to the favour of that Being who constantly 
superintends the world he first created. 

The philosophy of the moderns excludes all 
religion. Infidelity is its basta But can there be 
a truly great man without VcHgion ? There may 
be a cunning, a .tvi^y, an audacious man ; but there 
cannot be a great man Without religion. Nor will 
£ be become a good fcehator, a good judge, a good 
commander, or fill the lower departments of civil 
and social life with integrity an^honour, who disre- 
gards an oath, and from principle seeks only self- 
inaerest and prjyaje gratification. 

The man of the world, it is true, will often dis- 
charge the duties of his station with regular pro- 
priety. A regard for fame, a desire to enlarge and 
to preserve connexions, will keep him within the 
bounds of apparent rectitude. But, where devia- 
tion can be concealed, where Ymmpliance*with temps' 
tation is compatible with safety, what shall restrain 
him ? Nothing in the moral system of a philoso- 
phical unbeliever. 
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No. XXIII. On* the Style aj History . • 


The end of oratory is to poisuadc, of poetry to 
please, ^nd of history to instinct by tht rental of 
true events. Tlic style of each must be adapted, 
to produce the intended puipObC, not only ot the* 
writer of an y* paiticuUr oration, poem, orlustoiy, 
bfit of oratoiy, poetry, and histoiy in general. Any 
composition, arrogating either of ^hesc names, but 
assuming ornaments foreign to its nature, is Taulty. 
It may be popular from fashion, jpersomri jnflucMfg, 
and caprice, bi it will uot descend ]p posterity;" 1 
because it is incontistcuc with those rules, which 
have been long universally established, and which t 
fdt this reason have been long and universally estab- 
lished, because they weie found agreeable to the 
constitution of the human mind, and best fitted to 
produce on it a powerful and genuine effect. 

The diction of oratory should lg; ntrvous, pointed, 
impetuous, and dBorned with every embellishment 
which rhetoric has invented. JJoetry admits a style 
made up of graces.^ Every ornament, natural and 
artificial, may find lor place in it. But it is not so 
with history : for the purpose of history is truth, 
and truth lequires no more than to be fairly, opcnlv, 
and unaffutediy exhibited. If than flic embellish- 
ments appiopriatcd to poetry and eloquence are 
borrowed by the histoiian, tliohgh his work may 
delight a vitiated taste, lie must not be recommended 
as a model. History should indeed possess a dig- 
nity ; but it should arise* like the majestic dignity of 
Grecian architecture, from the simplicity of its 
ornaments. 

No good rule is unsupported by a reason. Now 
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the reason why history admits not a profusion of 
embellishment is, that such embellishment cannot 
be applied without an obvious appearance of art 9 
but the appearance of art tends to call in question 
the historian's veracity, his primary and indisoen- 
sahle excellence. .The mind is naturally suspicious, 
and, whereni t finds art in one instance, it wilbexpect 
that it exists in another, and is not seen, only be- 
cause it is concealed with more sublilty. 

Livy and Tacitus, excellent as they arc in ge- 
neral, have been convicted of deviating into poetry. 
There are many passages in both of them, which, if 
you attend to the accentual and not to the syllabic 
rv t}ui»itity> vnay be ^scanned like hexameter verses. 
The language and thoughts in Levy’s descriptions 
are often highly poetical 1 * as, to mention, for in- 
stance, one particular passage, is the celebrated 
'account of thff combats of the Horatii and Curiaiii. 
But this must be said in the defence of both, that 
they are transported by the warmth of their minds, 
when they are describing a* very interesting trans- 
action, and thdt, for the most part, their narrative 
proceeds with all the dignity ahd simplicity of a 
correct taste. Their deviations into poetry, though 
not strictly defensible, yet, as they appear to be the 
genuine effects of their feelings excited by extraor- 
dinary occasions, .are really not displeasing. We 
can bear a few occasional flashes ; but our eyes 
would turn dWay with pain from a long and conti- 
1 nued glare. Yet names jmust not overpower the 
authority of reasoif and just criticism; and, if Hero- 
dotus, or Livy, or Tscitus, have admitted orna- 
ments inconsistent either in their nature and 
number with an unaffected simplicity, they are ro 
far faulty. . 

The assertion, that unaffected simplicity is the 
most beautiful grace of the historical style, and that 
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the diction should not tye such, either in the con- 
struction or selection of words, as to allure the 
attention of the reader from the facts to the words, 
from the hero to the wrtyer, though it, is perfectly 
consistent with my own opinion, does not rely for 
support on my judgment alone,* but is fully con- 
iirmed'by the best judges of antiquity, 0 Aristotle, 
Demetrius Phalereus, Lucian, and Cicero. 1 have a 
read several passages of their writings, which I 
forbear to quote, because it was agreed in project- 
ing this edition, not to insert an y 0 passages in lan- 
guages which might not bg understood by the gene* 
rai reader. 

With these ideas then in our ®nds, tffe^vill taEc 
a view of history, as it appeals at present in the 
bunds of recent historians? who have boldly claimed 
and received the palm. 

Tt is generally agreed among learned critics, that 
some of the most popular historians of France have 
violated the gravity and dignity of the historic page, 
by perpetual attempts to3>e witty. When the reader 
takes up the history of a celebrated age and a re- 
nowned king, his imnd is inti tone to admit elevated 
ideas, and such as are consistent with so noble and 
majestic a subject. , And, though his imagination 
may be a little diverted, his tdste and judgment are 
offended at finding, in the place of manly reflections, 
every paragraph terminating with the pert witticism 
of an epigram. It is evident, that* uch works may 
afford pleasure, because •many bavc been pleased 
with them; but*it is equally certain, that the plea* 
sure is not such as results from legitimate history. 
The writer evidently labours to display himself and 
hi« own ingenuity ; but it is one great secret iif the 
art of writing, that the writer shouid keep himself 
out of sight, and cause the ideas^ which he means 
to convey, of whatever kind they stay be, to engross 
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the reader*.? attention. Tljey cannot indeed other- 
wife produce their proper effect. If there arc any 
readers, who choose to have the writers present to 
their view, .rather than the matter on which he 
writes, they may be said to resemble tkose specta- 
tors who go to the theatre rather to see and hear a 
favourite actor, than to attend to the persois of the 
drama. It is not Shakspeare’s Hamlet or Lear 
whom they admire, but some name which stands in 
rubric characters on the walls and in the play-bills. 

But let us confine our present remarks to the 
historical taste, which 1ms of late prevailed in our 
^own country. It U certainly better than the French 
taste; fcnf^if we #*ay judge by the reception of one 
or two works out Offeveral, it is by no means per- 
fect. The historian of Charles the Fifth possesses 
• so many excellencies, that it is. almost sacrilegious 
to detract from his merit. But no writer is perfect ; 
and 1 doubt not, from the opinion I entertain of his 
taste and candour, that he will confess when the 
ardour of composition is Abated, that his style has 
deviated from tho historical to the declamatory. 
He relates the councils ‘as well afthe wars of nations 
with all the vehemence of a Demosthenes, and the 
rapid eloquence of a Ciceronian Philippic. The 
style is glowing and animated in a high degree ; but 
does nature dictate, that a long and diffuse disser- 
tation on sqch subjects as the feudal state, or on 
others equally clisnassionate in themselves, should 
be treated in a style which would' become an orator 
in the act of rouzmg his sluggish countrymen to 
repel an invader? I will not enter into an inquiry, 
whether such dong dissertations legitimately belong 
to History or to another species of compositions £ 
believe they might more properly be classed under 
: the name of Political Dissertations. They find no 
f place in the purer models of antiquity; and the 
reader has certainly a right to complain, when they 
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occupy a disproportionate part of a work, and an- 

S ear in the' place of facts, on which lie might make 
is own reflections. But the fire and vis vivida, or 
the life and the spirit which is disused over this 
respectable^ riter’s page, induces us to forgot awhile 
the rules prescribed by the 'frigidity of criticism* ; 
What though he seems to have made DAnosthcnes 
his model, instead of Livy or Herodotus, yet surely, 
what bears any resemblance to the spirit of that" 
noble Athenian, cannot fail to delight and improve. 
And it ought to be remembered, to the honour of 
this*Writer, that he has pot made* his history the 
vehicle of any opinions destructive of the civil or 
religious systems of his country* ^ 

It would be happy, if this pv^jie coulclbe extended 
to all our historians ; but there has appeared a his- 
tory, the faults of .whose style should have passed. 
uriTioticed, if the matter bad been^ess reprehen- 
sible. The style displays not the honest warmth of 
a Robertson, but appears with an air of soft and 
subtle insinuation, better adapted to introduce a 
lurking poison. The words arctwdll chosen ; but 
the collocation of them is* feeble and. effeminate, 
though painfully elaborate and ^affected. There is 
scarcely a sentence^ throughout the work without 
an idle epithet, which, while it loads and wearies 
the ear, adds little to the meaning, and less 
to the force of the period. There is a disgusting 
affectation of fastidious delicacy.* There is also 
a tedious sameness in the style, which renders 
the reacting a teal, and which will gradually consign 
the work to its peaceful shelf, as soon as the fashion- 
able world shall have founds another idol; which, 
indeed, cannot be a distant event, since variety is 
essential to its enjoyments* and greet books, though 
written by a man of fashion, an Infidel, and a Lord 
of the Admiralty, are stiff great evils. 

The very weak, insolent, and passionate manner* 
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in which tins writer answered one of his opponents, 
leaves his readers to conclude, that his philosophy 
lias more in it of ostentation than reality. The 
whole work, indeed, exhibits marks of excessive 
vanity and conceit. But, such as it is, £hc leading 
and the labour displayed in it should have secured 
my respect, had it not insolently and wickedly 
laboured to exterminate the last remains of mora- 
lity and religion from my country. It furnishes 
arguments for the ignorant and vicious in their dis- 
puting assemblies, and thus indirectly tends to stop 
the foundations* of human happiness and of 'civil 
government. For, though the more learned and 
bettcr*part of the community despise the weak 
and vain tf and wictced attempt, yet i/ must be remem- 
bered, that the majority consists of the foolish and 
the profligate. 

It was a mean subterfuge to make history the 
* oblique channel of theological infidelity. An inge- 
nuous young man tpkes up the book, from the 
laudable motive of improving his mind with histo- 
rical knowledge. c But, as he reads, he finds himself 
corrupted, and is cheated into hreligion and liber- 
tinism. The author like others of his class, meant 
little more than to acquire distinction bv alarming 
mankind by the atucx of rvhat they have been 
taught to hold dear and sacred. But though vanity 
is indisputably the motive, the consequences arc no 
less malignant than if the work had originated ia 
malice. € 

How much better had he consulted his o*wn com- 
fort in the evil day, on the bed of sickness, and at 
the hour of death ; had b$ adopted the humility of 
the •Christian, and aimed at no other distinction than 
the esteem and the applause of the worthy! But such 
is the vanity of man’s heart, that he is willing to 
resign, for the sake of an imaginary life of faifce, all 
\Jhopes of a real and happy immortality. 
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No. XXIV, On the Manner of Writing Voyages 
and Ttavels. 


It is observed by those decisive critics, the book*, 
sellers, who judge of the merit of a book by the 
crjterion of its sale, tlmt few books have succeeded 
betf^r of late than voyages and tsavels. Now, as 
that which succeeds is pursued with ardour, «every 
superficial stripling, who takes a trip, takes also notes 
as he goes along ; and, wlltn be veturnlT puts them - 
into a booksellers hands to be furbished up, and 
swelled to a marketable Size ; and then out skips a 
brace of volumes. • This, it must be confessed, is an* 
ingenious method of making a journey pay its own 
expenses. 

It is not uncommon for Criticism to employ her- 
self in pointing out the dtkl or purpotjp of any species 
of writings or wiit^rs ; as, for instance, the end of 
poetry, which is to please ;* of history, which is to 
instruct; and so of the rc9t? •Now, without any 
great theoretical skiJJ. and without perusing a page 
of Aristotle, it is v/?ry clear, that the end of tne 
greater part of writings and writers i« the copy- 
money. What will sell, is often^ Lhr first object ; 
not what is conformable to the eternal laws of truth 
and prqpiiety, nor whatf will se we the essentid in- 
terests of socicfy. 

To please, is certainly a very valuable end. He 
who pleases innocently h&& performed his tasjk welt ; 
bUt here, it seems, lies the difficulty. In order to 
please, it » found necessary, through the dearth of 
genius, to introduce licentious Ideas, and to strike 
at some of the outworks of religida and morality. 
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The Voyages to the Soi^ih Seas are, indeed, in 
their design, of a kind very superior to those which 
I mean to censure. They do honour to the reigit 
in which they were undertaken. They exhibit 
human nature in new lights, and furnish abundant 
matter for philosophical reflection. They arc to 
the curiouk mind of man, most delightfully enter- 
taining; but the first writer of them fell into a most 
lamentable error. Instead of relating the events, 
and leaving the reader to comment on them, he not 
only makes the comments himself, but makes such 
comments as tend to invalidate some of the most 
comfortable parts of the creed of his countrymen. 
Every rcaBfer w a? astonished when he found a 
Hawkesworth, who had supported virtue and reli- 
gion with such peculiar Unergy of diction and of 
•sentiment, adventuring at last to call in question a 
particular Providence. It is very certain, that we 
might have been informed of some remarkable 
features in the Otaheitean character, if the indeli- 
cate and corrupting representations had been totally 
omitted. But who- can wonder at what was written, 
when a Sandwich was tlfc patron 

Who has read tjtfc exquisite touches of nature 
and sensibility in Sterne s Sentimental Journey, 
without feeling his nerves vibrate, with every tender 
emotion ! Sterne has shown wlmt a true simplicity 
of style, and p faithful adherence to nature, are able 
to effect. I msh it were possible to give him the 
praise of morality, as well as of genius ; but the 
poison he conveys is subtle, and the tnorc dangerous 
as it is palatable. I believe no young mind ever 
perused his books without finding those passions 
rou&d and inflamed, which, after ml that the nove- 
list can advance in their favour,, are the copious 
sources of all human misery* Many a connection, 
begun with the fine sentimentality which Sterne 
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ha> recommended ami increased, has terminated in 
disease, infamy, want, madness, suicide, and a 
jjibbet. Every writer, whatever may be his life, 
should take tlie side ofvjrtuc in his public writings, 
and indcaMpnr to restrain the irregularity of those 
affections, which, under every restraint, are still 
capabl&of producing more evil than any fllher cause 
throughout the whole system of' human affairs. It „ 
is our reason which wants all the aids which ml can 
bestow*. Ouf passions, without the stimulus of 
lictmtious or indulgent principles, vyll have strength 
sufficient to produce all # I hat nature meant, and 
much more than site meant they should produce. 

Much of Sterne’s journey is cetfainly<qpjided on 
fiction ; hut it h*s nevertheless afforded a model to 
those, who have pretend*! to relate nothing but the 
truth. 11 is sentimental and excessive sensibility. 
w3s found so engaging, that most ofThe subsequent 
authors of travels have been induced to interweave* 
into the body of their work an amorous episode. 
We have been made acquainted with the embonpoint 
of a servant at a;» inn, or rather at a hedge alehouse, 
and the parting pings of the smitten traveller and 
his Duicinca del Toboso, ha*e been recorded in 
London lor our edification. The authors might 
possibly have been involved* in a low or criminal 
amour, or have paid attention to a Madame de Blot, 
or aMadamcd'Ursay ; but why inforng their readers 
of their gallantry, unless they mc3n to draw atten* 
tion by inflaming those combustible passions, which, 
in youtfiful hearts, catch fire, like tinder, at a spark? 
The book however will be pretty sure to sell, and 
therefore will be encouraged by those modem 
Maecenas’s, tbe booksellers and the circulating 
librarians. 

Nothing is more easy than to display that kind of 
wit, which consists in obscenity and in blasphemy. , 
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He cannot fail to attract notice, who attacks opi- 
nions which are held sacred ; and it was not difficult 
for him, who panted for distinction only, to obtain 
it by burning the temple of-Diana. 

A few arrows have therefore been obliquely 
thrown, by the travellers of late years, on the 
Christian Religion. The mask is the ridicule of 
popery; but the mask is transparent. All reli- 
gion is indirectly stigmatised as weal* superstition. 
Scriptural phrases arc used with wanton profanenesg 
in some of outmost popular travels, and t^ose 
levities and vices gently .palliated, which arc for- 
bidden by the sacred laws, and by the British laws, 
anti whioh^Britidb virtue has not yet generally 
admitted. « 

1 really cannot help thinking, that voyages and 
travels require fewer of these or of any arts to 
render them entertaining than any other writings. 
T'vcry man of sense and observation must see, as he 
passes through a foreign country, in every town and 
village into which he enters, ^oine characteristic and 
singular circumstances, which cannot fail to please 
in the recital. Truth only wants to be re presented 
to render the narrative alluring. If any thing occurs 
injurious to the morals or the political principles of 
one’s own country, it ought to^bc either totally sup- 
pressed, or represented with concomitant censure. 
I have observed one favourite topic of the conver- 
sation as well as writing of many travellers : it is the 
charming licentiousness of a foreign sabbath v They 
think their country much in the datfc in many par- 
ticulars ; but the prohibition of public diversions on 
a Sunday, they considlr te past all indurance, as 
impolitic, and as a relic of jjntish barbarism. * 

With respect to the contents of some books of 
travels* which ha$e been well received, 1 cannot 
help thinking it a species Of literary fraud, when 
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their authors fill them with long historical accounts, 
which every man might have collected at his own 
fire-side, as well as at Venice or at Naples. And 1 
own 1 was once greatly cheated in finding a very 
tedious treatise on the consumption in a Book of 
trayels, where the title-page led me to expect a large 
fund ofjnfonnation on foi; !gn subjects dhly. 

Travellers have often been censured for enume- „ 
rating what are called trifling occurrences. ] think 
tlie censure Is unjust. Trifling occurrences are 
often very amusing ; but, if they were only amusing, 
uneftook up the room of other valuable matter, the 
censure might be well founded : but they lead to 
very important speculations. Tjjey suggest liiiufc ; 
and hints, to unfertile mind, are moje acceptable 
than formal discourses; evidently because they lead 
the mind to excrj its own activity. I own 1 am 
pleased when the traveller speaks in the first person, 
and conducts us from inn to inn, and town to town,' 
with all the familiarity of an old acquaintance* 
Every thing which consortia him interests us. We 
feel as he did in all his ineonvenigpefls and distresses, 
and derive, from*thc whole account of small parti- 
culars, as well as great, a very valuable share and 
species of experience. 

The style of voy&gcs and travels should be plain, 
simple, perspicuous*, and unaffected. I think they 
seldom appear to great advantage, but when written 
in the words of tlie traveller or vof ag£r, at the V&ry 
time at which the circumgtances which he relates oc- 
curred* They#have then the native hue and com- 
plexion of truth, which seldom fails to attach the 
mind when clearly presented to its view. It was 
therefore a want of judgment and of justice, which- 
caused the writing of Cook's Voyages to Ire given 
to Hawkeswortli, Hawkcswortb, it is uported, 
gained several thousand pounds by those niuteriftls. 
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which poor Cook had gone f r»und the world to col- 
lect^ and to relate which, as it afterwards appeared, 
lie was well able. The Public, it is well remem- 
bered, received Cook’s narrative much more favour- 
ably than the impertinent philosophy of Hawses* 
worth. When the information is so new and curious 
as to confiife attention by the force of its own at- 
t motions the mind must nauseate obtruded super- 
fluity. 

When voyages and travels arc free from those 
faults which 1 hi^ye endeavoured to point out, they 
are capable of affording a \cry high and a very pure 
delight. 1 know of no books of amusement what- 
, ev?P so wgllVdaptad to young people. They satisfy 
that eager thi-st after knowledge, *which is found 
very strong at a boyish agefand they contain nothing 
which can corrupt their imaginations. They in- 
terest the mincTas much as a novel ; but, instead of 
rendering it effeminate and debauched, they make 
it usefully inquisitive, and furnish it with matter for 
. reflection; Any book, whiUi innocently delights 
the young mind, i»> at the same time, much more 
improving than the best books 1 written too pro- 
foundly or too seriously to be capable of attracting 
puerile attention. Anson’s Voyage, lor instance, 
will contribute more td call forth genius, and open 
the blossoms of the mind, tlian a dull didactic 
treatise of ttie r niost sagacious philosopher. 

ttfis then au useful attempt to endeavour to clear 
a species of hooks, yhich as c capable of doing much 
good, and affording much pleasure, from those evils, 
which a desire of popularity and of gain has often 
admitted into them. What is already published 
can nutria deed be recalled^ but it nifty possibly be 
usefWCo suggest to succeeding writers in this de- 
partment, that they will then only deserve the 
* esteem and favour of their countrymen, when they 
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import from foreign lands the improvements which 
they find in them, and not when they introduce 
additions to that folly, vice, and irreligion, which 
abound in ail countries without importation. 


No. XXV. On the Fatty of being anxiously Curious 
* to inquire what is said of as in gur Absence. 


The best dispositions have usuaUy the most sensi- 
bility. They have also that delicate regard for their 
reputations, which renders them sorely afflicted by 
tlib secret attacks of calumny and detraction. It is 
not an unreasonable and excessive self love, but a 
regard to that, without which a feeling mind cannot 
be happy, which reiAlers many of us attentive 
to every word which is whispered of us in our 
absence. * * 

From whatever motive it arises, an anxious curio- 
sity to know the reports concerning ourselves is an 
infallible cause of misery. No virtue, no prudence, 
no caution, no generosity, can preserve us from mis* 
representation. Our conduct must-be misunder- 
stood by weak intellects, and by tfiose who see omy 
a part of it, and hastily form p judgment of the 
whole/ Every man of eminence has those who 
bate, who envy, and who affect to despise him. 
These will see JUs actions with a iauodiccd eye, and 
will represent feem t<> others in the colours in Which 
themselves behold them. Many from carelessness, 
wantonness, or from a desire to entertain their com- 
pany, are inclined to sport with respectable charac* - 
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ter*, and love to display their ingenuity by the in- 
vention of a scandalous tale. Nothing renders a 
man more agreeable in many companies than Ills 
possessing a fund of delieipus anecdotes. 

It is certain then, that from weakness, wap ton- 
nes?, or malevolence, a man, whose merit renders 
him a top ft: of conversation, will be misrepresented. 
He, who solicitously inquires what is said of him, 
will certainly hear something which will render him 
uneasy. His uneasiness will be increased, when he 
finds the poisoned arrow is shot in the dark; so^tliat 
no abilities can repel the blow, and no innocence 
shield him from the assailant. Open attacks can be 
openly opposed t* but tke obscure insinuation pro- 
ceeds without the possibility of resistance, like the 
worm, which penetrates the ship which has with- 
stood the cannon. It is better* therefore, not to 
be too anxious to discover attacks, which, when dis- 
covered, add to our torment, but cannot be suc- 
cessfully resisted. 

Indeed, we are apt to fed upon these occasions 
more acutely ‘than we ought. We are told by a 
menial servant, or any other o\ our spies, that a 
person, whom we gStcemed our friend, has spoken 
slightingly of us, made o jokp upon us, or cast a 
severe rejection. Ifamcdiatdy on hearing the in- 
formation, our blood boils within us. The indig- 
nity, wc imagine, calls for our warmest resentment. 
Odr friend is discarded, or suspected, as a trea- 
cherous wretch, ^mworthy of our love and confi- 
dence. This hasty ebullition of resentment is, I 
am ready to allow, very natural, and so are many 
other disorders of the passions. But, if we were to 
sttftly the case, and acquire a ri^ht idea of the ways 
of men in society, we should had that in such in- 
stances our resentments may nc only be too violent, 
causeless; for we should recollect, that the 
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human mind, without absolutely relinquishing its 
principles, is often inclined, from the incidental in- 
fluence of temper, of levity, of frolic, of intem- 
perance, of precipitation, to speak inconsistently 
with them, and in a manrtfer which the general' tenour 
of ohr conduct uniformly contradicts. We should 
also recollect, that, besides this temporary variable- 
ness of the mind, the tongue is unruly, and, when 
the spirits or the passions arc high, utters almost 
spontaneously what the mind, which ought to hold 
tins bridle, would willingly keep in. If we reflect 
upoQ these tilings, and upon what’iiiis fallen under 
our experience, we may perhaps discover, that* even 
real and worthy friends muy speak unkindly of »»s, 
without any design to hurt us, tJr to violate the 
bonds oP friends ip. It is the infirmity of human 
nature which causes unintentional lapses in the 
duties of friendship, as well as in all other duties. ’ 
By too eagerly listening to the casual censure, 
whispered in a careless manner, we increase the 
evil, and cause a r up turf where none was intended. 

A man w ho is constantly solicitous to hear the 
reports which are raised of jiim,°of his family, and 
of his conduct, depends, in a grpat measure, for hap- 
piness, upon his servants; upon* those, whose ideas 
are narrow, and whe^p hearts, too often ungrateful; 
who overhear a part of a conversation, and supply 
the rest, when they repeat it, by invention ; who 
love to entertain the visitors and acquaintance with 
the prjyate affairs of the* house in which they live, 
and who are apt to blackfrn the characters of their 
supporter* and protectors, in revenge for a repri- 
mand, or from the natural maligoily of a bad heart. 
Tjje tongue, said Juvenal, is the worst part of ajted 
servant. But the master of a family, mo is always 
endeavouring to* collect what is uttered by bis 
humble friends, as Servants* have been called, will 
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find himself subject to perpetual mortification. 
And it is a circumstance Vhich renders his solici- 
tude peculiarly unwise, that, after all the idle stories 
which their garrulity or resentment may lead them 
to propagate, they may b£ as good servants as any 
others he might epgage in their room, fir as hitman 
nature, in* its uncultivated state, is found in general 
to afford. When their foolish words are uttered, 
they vanish into air ; and the servants return to their 
duties, and probably will serve their masters as use- 
fully and as faithfully as if nothing had been said 1 in 
their angry or’tm thin king moments. So little mean- 
ing end weight are thercT in jthc words of the weak 
and the passionate, aad so inconsistent with wisdom 
to listen*to that t&Ie, winch, while it sinks into the 
mind of him who hears t|jat he is'lfhc subject of it, 
passes over the minds of others, as the shadow over 
* the earth ; or, supposing it to 6c noticed, remem- 
. bered, and even capable of doing him an injury, he 
can only make it more mischievous by paying 
attention to it, and by giving it an importance not 
its own. 

It will conduct, in, a peculiar manner, to the 
peace of all persons who superintend large families, 
or large numbers v oi assistants, or of subordinate 
classes ; such as the (governor* of schools and col- 
leges, the generals of armies, *the employers of ma- 
nufacturers, and many others in situations somewhat 
similar ; if they can habituate themselves to disre- 
gard those calumnies, which will certainly bepoured 
viipon them, though thejf should ngt meritull-treat- 
>ment. Their hearts will indeed often be wrung 
with grief, if they are sensible of every ill-natured 
whjpper which makes its fray, like ihe worm in Jhe 
earth, and may at last corrbde the worthiest bosom, 
if the breast-plate of reason /p not previously ap- 
plied. Whoever has 'many individuals under his 


25. 


KNOX'S ESSAYS. 


H7 

diroction, is exposed to the malice of them ail ; tyid, 
as dispositions and tempers are often diametrically 
Apposite, he can scarely fail to offend as many aB he 
pleases : for the very conduct which pleases one set 
will give oflfcnce to the Alicr. Friends, as well as 
enemies, are liable to ill-humour* and canrice; and 
i*ery malignant remark is as naturally levelled at • 
the superintendant as the musquet at the target. 
A man, who has many persons under him, must not 
oijly not go in search of the darts which are thrown 
at him, but, even when he cannot avutd seeing them, 
must let them waste their, forefe unregarded. 4f he 
does not adopt this conduct, his life will be a per- 
petual torment, and may pOssibiyaterifllnaftc in that 
which is the frequent death of good risen, a broken 
heart. • 

Perhaps we might be lesB inclined to inquire* 
what is said of us in our absence, and less affected, 
with it when discovered, if we considered how 
freely we ourselves are apt to speak even of those 
wc love. We censure add we ridicujp others, in the 
gaiety and thoughtlessness of •conversation, and 
what wc have sam makes fio little impression upon 
ourselves that wc forget it ; aftd, in tne next hour, 
probably speak witjj honour of the 6ame persons, 
and then, and on al] f occasiofts, would be ready to 
serve them. Beware of the man, says Horace, who 
defends not his absent friend when hewis blamed by 
others, and who blames him himself. But such is 
his nature, that, in a fit of Jevity, § man will speak of 
another^ and ht?ar him spoken of, in such terms as, 
in his serious moments, he would resent. Let any 
man ask himself, whether be has not often said such 
things of others, without meaning to injure them, 
or ever thinking seriously of what he was paying, as 
if he were to hear «at they were said of liimsplf, 
in any manner whatever, he would not warmly 
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retaliate? Let him then endeavour to sec things 
in the same light, when lie finds he has been care- 
lessly censured, in which he saw them when hfe 
carelessly censured others. Indeed, it must be 
allowed, that a man of scnAhility and honour cqnnot 
tiike too much pains to vindicate his character from 
any open and direct calumny; but the ‘■amd spirit, 
which leads him to that manly conduct, will induce 
him to leave the dirty dealers in scandal to them- 
selves, and to their mean occupations! 

Though a dalicatc regard for character is virtuous 
and rational, yet it is really true, that we all estimate 
our own value among others much higher than it is 
estimated* by** thorn. What is said of us seldom 
sinks so deeply in their minds as,j?rom a .vain idea 
of our own importance, wt are apt to imagine. We 
«trc occasionally talked of, it may be, in the course 
of common conversation, and serve for topics to- 
gether with the weather, the wind, and the news; 
but he who thinks that he is the constant object of 
his neighbour’s accurate and close inspection, is 
ignorant of human nature. Man’s chief object of 
attention is himself ; and though , \o fill an idle hour, 
he may talk ol others, it is carelessly and indif- 
ferently ; and, whether he speaks in praise or dis- 
praise, he often mean's ncitheV to serve nor injure. 
From supposing ourselves of more consequence 
with other# than we are, we suspect, that they are 
conversing about us when they really think not of 
us; and, when thej are known by us to have spoken 
tankradly or contemptuously, we infmediately con- 
yVjller them as declared enemies. Our suspicions 
Ppt awakened when led to entertain bed opinions of 
^tnarikind, and our good-humour is soured for ev.r. 

But good-humour,’* says an elegant writer, " is 
“ tjic salt which gives a seaso&ig to the feast of 
f* lift; and which, if it be wanting, renders the feast 
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V incomplete* Many causes contribute to impair 
“ this amiable quality ; but nothing, perhaps, more 
u than bad opinions of mankind." To avoid bad 
opinions of mankind, much of their ill deeds; and ill 
sayiags, mast be attributed to thoughtlessness, and 
not only to malignity ; we must not always be on _ 
■4b© watfch to hear what is said against us in an un- " 
guarded hour; we must be humble, and consider, 
whether we do not treat others just as we complain 
otbeing treated by them ; and, while we complain 
of numkind, whether ourselves, and*efTe dispositions 
which we entertain, do not Furnish some of the 
justest causes of the complaint. Upon the whole, 
let it be our first object to*do ouk^dufy!^ aftd not to 
be very anxious about any censure but* that of con- 
science* • 

£et the weak and the ill-naturc^enjoy the poor - 
pleasure of whispering calumny and detraction, and. 
let the man of sense and spirit display the wisdom 
and dignity of disregarding them. The dog bays 
the moon, but the moon still shines on in all its 
beautiful serenity gnd lustre^ and’ moves in its orbit 
with undisturbed regularity. 

The scriptures, among all tlilir other recommen- 
dations, abound with passages which finely portray 
the human heart. I pill cite one passage, which is 
very apposite to the subject of this paper: 11 Take 
“ no heed to all words that are sppk<pn,*Iest thou 
“ hear thy servant curse thee. For oftentimes also, 
“ thine ^wn heart knowetlr, that thou thyself likewise 
“ hast cursed others.*' 
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No. XXVI. On the Efficacy of Moral Instruction, 


It seems to be tacitly agreed among men of the 
world, that, though books of moral instruction mry 
afford pleasure to the young, or to those who love 
books, as a connoisseur loves a picture, or a virtuoso 
his medals, j^etthey are really ofhtile utility in the 
actual conduct* -of" life They a&srrt, that a, few 
practical and artful inaxhns, collected from an ac- 
tual intercourse with the living world, will be more 
serviceable than ail the wisdom of the moral philo- 
sopher. *■ 

It is very certain, that a knowledge of the world, 
'as it is called, will teach such a kind of wisdom as % 
.will tend to advance one's interest, rnd procure con- 
nexions; but still I must maintain, that in itself, and 
uncontrolled by moral principles, it is a despicable 
kind of wisdom ; for it is always incompatible with 
the ingenuousness 1 of a good mind, it inculcates a 
submission to many meannesses. It renders life a 
continued series oMeceit; and, indeed, so far from 
esteeming Such wisdom superior to that which we 
learn in books, I cannot help thinking it a more 
refined, and consequently a more execrable species 
of knavery. • c 

The morality of books is therefore necessary to 

f ive, this subordinate wisftloro, value, and, dignity, 
t enlarges the views, and induces iis pot to esteem 
our interest at a higher rate than our conscience 
independence. It enables us to join to the 
alnrnmg qualities of an insinuating address, the *fcs- 
pcctable ones of a manly spirit^aiul unshaken integ- 
rity. He who sets out in JifeJVith a mind untinc- 
tured with the morality of books, though he may 
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probably attain success,, can neither deserve it, nor 
adorn it, nor enjoy it. He who sets out in •life 
with inoral principles deeply fixed in his heart, 
though a deceiving and Received world should neg- 
lect bim, wjjl find in his heart a source of joy', which 
the world, with all its richcS and honours, cannot 
Jhtstow* • 

But there is another objection raised against the- 
efficacy of the moral instruction of books. The 
njpinli&t is accused of requiring too much, and of 
prescribing rules and suggesting idejy^of excellence, 
at which human creatures can never arrive. .With 
all his pretended knowledge of the heart of man, 
Jie is said to be, in general* quite ignoran^of it, and 
to derive; all his inceptions from beings who have 
not 3 et fallen. To learn such wisdom os will be 
really useful, we qpust shut those books where pic- 
tures arc exhibited, whose origiiufts are not to be ^ 
found in this sublunary sphere. The church, the 
porch, the Lyceum, and the academy, furnish only 
imaginary notions. If*you would attain realities, 
you arc obliquely referred to tt\£ btothel, the gam- 
ing table, and to jfll the haimta of avarice, fraud, and 
vicious pleasure. These, say Jhey, are the schools 
in which man is described as he really exists ; and 
in these the knowin^fpart of mankind seek and find 
that wisdom, which is vainly sought by fools in the 
church or in the library. % 

It is true, that books do indeed represent things 
better than they are ; but it is as true, that, in doing 
sp, they do wlftt they ought. It is their praise, and 
not their shame. They endeavour to raise, human 
nature, and they succeed in the attempt ; for, how* 
ewer bad the world may be, the extremesof wicked- 
ness are to be found among those who do not read, 
not among those «#ho have been educated in the 
doctrines contained in the moral philosophers ; and 
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whatever exalted excellent occurs in the world, is 
produced by those whose minds have been cultivated 
by moral instruction. 

If things were to be described by the moralist 
merely as they are ; if only such precepts were to 
be given by him, as tend to teach the young mind 
how to dedeive, and to practise those viccsr whiei: 
abound in the world, public degeneracy and cor- 
ruption would certainly increase to a degree which 
can hardly be conceived. Wretched indeed is man 
without the assistance of a moral guide, and wretched, 
and even infernal would be the state of society, if 
books were not continually employed in checking 
our precbitfKo course to moral degeneracy. We 
can hardly imagine what an appearance society 
would assume, if books were precluded; because 
wc can never experience any thing like it in these 
ages, when scardely an individual arrives at maturity 
without receiving sonle instruction, oral or written, 
derived from books. 

I have myself heard it objected to the great Ad- 
dison by men of the world, that they could not ap- 
prove his writings, because, as the^ said, he labours 
to render man wha^ he never can be. I will take 
upon me to assert, that, notwithstanding this charge, 
more good has been done to tlte English nation by 
the lucubrations of Addison, than by the active 
labours of #njr one individual, however high his 
station and powerful his influence. The Spectators 
are at this time evqjy where read through the Bri- 
tish empire, and much of the learning and the good 
qualities, which have appeared among us since their 
publication, has been derived from them. No books 
are more popular, flrom the highest to the lowest: 
orders; and that the British nation is not sunk 
to the level of its neighbours, is for be, in great mea- 
aure, attributed to a book of moral instruction, in 
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which things arc represented better than they arc, 
and the comparative dignity of human nature ndbly 
Vindicated. 

It is from the erroneous idea, that very little ad- 
vantage in jhe conduct of life is to be derived from 
books of moral instruction ; 'thafr our English ser- 
_ jppns. \Kjiich abound in the best morality enforced 
in the most powerful manner, are almost universally 
neglected. They are bought by young divines for 
the use of the' pulpit ; but they are little read in 
the closet. An unconcerned spoctatjjn would be led 
to suspect, that most met] were insincere, anc\ that 
there subsisted a tacit agreement between them to 
deceive and be deceived. *For th«*y, who jUtend to 
and applaud a s^mon as it is pronounced by the 
preacher from the pulpit, #vould blush to be found 
in their retirements with a volume of sermons in. 
their hands. If they really believe* the matter of 
sermons, it is of so very interesting a nature, that* 
they must be tempted to read them with avidity; 
but the same unfortunate idea prevails, that though 
the moral discourse mav serve jn Its proper place 
to amuse an aud&ncc, it is not sufficiently effica- 
cious to be able to influence the # conduct of life. It 
is considered as a matter of form, which very good 
sort of people raay*aftend to* from motives of de- 
cency, and then return to their former conduct un- 
altered and unimproved. # $ 

The end which I have chiefly iif view, in submit- 
ting these remarks is, n$t only to recommend an 
attention to books and instructive discourses, but 
to produce, if possible, an alteration in the scope 
and object of that attention. I wish readers to’ take 
up»a book with a desire to receive from it moral 
instruction, and not merely literary entertainment. 
Every one of us,* afiatever. are our improvements) 



154 * 


KNOX s ESSAYS. 


N° 26 . 


rs liable to relax in his principles, unless they are 
frequently renewed and strengthened by admonition. 
Fortunately for us, books of morality abound ; and 
places,, where instruction, is given in the most 
solemn manner, and under the most awfyl sanctions, 
are almost daily opened for our reception. But, 
alas! how* few of us purchase and peruse- a be. !- 
with a sincere desire to be rendered better men ; 
and how many attend to the preacher solely to 
gratify our curiosity, and derive amusement ! Bad 
indeed must Lajthe book and the sermon, from which 
any man may not, if he will, receive some hint, 
which, when seriously reflected on, would lead to 
improvcmeiii. Sut ourwant of humility, and our 
idea that subjects, which concern our worldly in- 
terest and pleasure, are tho only subjects worthy the 
•care of a man of sense, render all which the wisest 
men have collected for our guidance utterly abortive. 

What are the books which men in the exercise of 
power, and men of business, chiefly regard ? Only 
such as have a tendency to facilitate the mechanical 
parts of their several employments : poor and mean 
objects in comparison with the sunlimity of objects 
moral and religious* Yet all others they are too 
apt to consider as trifling and ponsensical, serving 
indeed to fill up the time of those who have nothing 
else to do, but not worth the notice of the man of 
sense andff (he world. From such modes of think- 
ing originate narrowness, illiberality, and ignorance, 
the fruitful parentg of every vice which can render 
their possessor miserable, and be injurious to society. 



N° 27. 


KNOXS ESSAYS 


155 


No. XXVII. On Modern Criticism . • 


I cannot /lelp thinking, that the effect which a 
Jhterary # work is found to produce, is thf best cri- 
terion of its merit ; and that sentiment or feeling, 
after all that has been urged by theoretical critics, 
is the ultimate and infallible touchstone to appre- 
. efote with precision the works of tas|,e and genius. 
Theoretical criticism constitutes indeed a very in- 
genious species of writing; but, before I can be 
really pleased with a poepi or a piep? of oratory, 
I must feel its excellence. I maybe foril inced of 
the merit of a wo?k by a yeries of abstruse and me- 
taphysical argumentation, and yet, on reading it 9> 
find myself greatly* disappointed. There is indeed,' 
in all works of true taste and genius, something of 
that elevated nature, which cannot be pointed out 
by verbal description, agd which can only be per- 
ceived by the vibrations it produce* on the nervous 
system. 

The inference I mean to dr^w from this truth is, 
that they who have enjoyed th6 benefits of a good 
education, and improved theis parts which were na- 
turally good, may deserve the praise of good critics, 
when they pronounce on a work, that it is good or 
bad, or make any particular remarks in its beauties 
and deformities, according to their feelings, even 
thought hey should not Be* able 6r inclined' to give 
such subtle reasons for their judgment as have 
lately appeared in some very ingenious writings of 
tljjf age. 

Those readers will not deem this subject unneces- 
sary. who are infonled, thqt even Mr. Addison has 
been refused, in thj present age, the name and the 
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praise of a critic. “ It must not be dissembled, ’ 
s ayj Dr. Hurd, “ that criticism was, by no means, 
“ Jiis talent. His taste was truly elegant ; but be 
“ had neither that vigour of understanding, nor 
“ chastised philosophical spirit, which arc so essen- 
u tial to this character. For what concerns life cri- 
gt ticism oci Milton in particular, and as to, his own 
u proper observations, they are for the most part. 
** go general and indeterminate as to afford but little 
« instruction to the reader, and are not unfrcqucntly 
<c altogether frivolous.” But Addison is censured 
in good company, even with Bouhours and Loh£inus. 

Some men are distinguished by a superior sensi- 
bility and a^ehcacy of, taste, others for an acute 
and logical ^understanding ; those are formed to 
excel in criticism, the osiers in^philosophy. The 
, provinces arc separate ; and it must be allowed, that 
philosophy haa. oftener invadeS the province* of 
criticism, than criticism of philosophy. Philosophy 
may indeed derive much and valuable matter from 
philology; but she will assimilate it to herself, 
and the whole r wiJl be still philosophy. She must 
still allow criticism to* judge by a test the least 
fallible, when applied to works of imagination and 
sentiment, the gerfuine feelings of' improved and 
cultivated nature. L wpuld Compare an abstruse 
philosopher, when he considers the works of genius, 
to an anatomist, who will not pronounce a human 
body perfect'and beautiful till he has examined its 

« *rnal conformation ; while the man of taste may 
iaid to resenflble a sensible spectator,* who at 
t sight, and without any laborious investigation, 
pronounces a figure graceful in its symmetry, 
shape, and colour. * 

What then, it will be asked, is criticism to be left 
for ever vague and indptermintte, and is there no 
stsyidard of taste ? I answer, tfut the feelings of the 



n* 27. 


KXOXS £SSAYS. 


157 


^majority of men coinciding for a number of ytyrs in 
^hc same object, constitutes a standard sufficiently 
"certain and uniform. Men arc so like each other in 
the constituent principles of their minds,. that the 
wosk, which has pleased the greater part during a 
long time, will please the whole? if thejr minds arc 
■property cultivated, and will please them for ever. 
And, as to accidental differences in opinion, or de- ' 
viations fron\ this standard, they are only the cha- 
racteristic irregularities which attend every thing 
sutyunary, and have no evil consequence on tie ge- 
neral opinions. The persons who entertain them 
arc pleased with their error ; and, after all that has 
been said with an stir of important^ erners in mat- 
ters of taste ara*scldom injurious cither to indivi- 
duals or to society. • 

s In truth, I think the philosophers arrogate too 
much, when they allow none but tfiemselves to give, 
sentence on the merit of a work. A polite and 
classical scholar, who has not immersed himself in 
the profundities of mbdern metaphysics, is, in my 
opinion, completely qualified dor the office of a 
critic. If, after reading a Book, he pronounces, from 
the general effect of it on liii? sentiments, that it is 
good or bad, solid pr superficial, elegant or vulgar, 
sublime or low ; an$ if the s*entencc he pronounces 
is afterwards, or lias already been confirmed by tbe 
public voice, that scholar is a critic. • And, indeed, 
such criticism is far more valuable to the generality 
of readers, to serve and enlighten whom ought to 
be the scope of every writer, than speculative re- 
finements. 

At the same time, I would by no means disparage 
t* admirable works of Aristotle. I have been de- 
lighted with the mhilosopbical criticism of many 
wTiters of North B/fitait), and with tbe beautiful illus- 
trations of ancient CTitics and philosophers, given to 
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the world by a Hurd and a Harris. All 1 mean to 
contend for Is, that writers of this order should not 
depart from their proper sphere, that of philosophy ? 
and, fropi a kind of literary lust of dominion, extend 
their empire over that agreeable sort of criticism, 
which has delighted and improved so many readers, 
and which has appeared so charming in tha works 
of Longinus, Bounours, and Addison. 

As a vindication of Addison, I will cite the words 
of his late penetrating biographer. 44 Before/* says 
he, H the profound observers of the present race re- 
u pose too securely on tlie consciousness of tneir 
44 superiority to Addison, let them consider his 
“ Remarks on Oyjd, in which may be found speci- 
44 mens of criticism sufficiently subtle and refined ; 
14 let them peruse likewise., his Essays on Wit, and 
i‘ on the Pleasures of Imagination, in which he 
, 44 founds art on She base of nature, and draws the 
* principles of invention from dispositions inherent 
44 in the mind of man, with skill and elegance, such 
44 as his contemners will noheasily attain.* 1 

I have introddeetjt these remarks with an intention 
to vindicate the liberty of readers and writers, who 
really might fear to ^ave their opinions in general 
terms on the merit of a work, or a passage of it, 
while their remarks, unaccompanied with a formal 
and abstruse disquisition, might be in danger of re- 
ceiving the cqptemptuous epithets of frivolous and 
superficial : epithets which writers ingenious indeed, 
but too much attached to jnetaphysical refinement, 
have ventured to bestow on, that ornament of letters 
and of mankind, the chief writer in the Spectator ; 
an author, whose critici&ms will live and flourish, 
when the dry speculation* which censure them shall 
fall to decay, and be as if they had never been. 

And with respect to the valui^nd utility of those 
very subtle disquisitions in criticism, which have dis- 
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•tinguishod the present age of literature, we# may 
•perhaps collect an idea of the degree in which we 
ought to estimate them, if we attend to the advice 
of a very judicious writer. 

‘♦I wou+d advise,” says a gi^at philologist, u a 
“ beginner in this elegant pursuit, the |£udy of cri- 
‘^ticisrn, to avoid subtle and far-fetched refinement,* 
ei which, as it is for the most part adverse to perspi- 
cuity and truth, may serve to make an able sophist, 
* but never an able critic.” 


No.* XX Vi ft.* On ttys Periodica f Essayists. 


I am not in the number of those politicians, who 
estimate national goo»| merely by extent of terri- 
tory, richness of revenue, and commercial impor- 
tance. I rather*think that fure religion, good 
morals, fine taste, solid literature, and all thoso 
things, which, while they contribute to elevate 
human nature, contribute also to render private life 
dignified and comfortable, constitute that true na- 
tional good; to which politics, war, and commerce, 
are but subordinate and instrumeataL’ Indeed, one 
cannot always say so much in their praise; for, 
after all the noise which they friake in the world, 
they are often injurious to every thing, for which 
society appears, in the eye of reason, to have been 
o&rioglly instituted. 

Under this conviction, 1 cannot help thinking, that 
such writers as oh 4ddison # and a Steele have caused 
a greater degree d| national good than a Marlbo- 
rough and a Walpole. They nave successfully ^e- 
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commended such Qualities As adorn human nature, 
arul such as tend also, in their direct consequences, 
to give grandeur and stability to empire. For, in 
truth, it is personal merit and private virtue, which 
can alone preserve a free country in a /prosperous 
state, and ^indeed render its prosperity desirable. 
How are men really the better for national pros- 
perity, when, as a nation grows rich, its morals are 
corrupted, mutual confidence lost, and debauchery 
and excess of all kinds pursued with such general 
and unceasing^rdour, as seduces the mind Jo a 
state ef abject slavery 'and impotence ? If 1 am born 
in a country, where my mind and body are almost 
sure to be^corFuinted by Ifhe influence of universal 
example, and 1 my soul deadened fci all its nobler 
energies, what avails it, thLt the country extends its 
dominion beyond the Atlantic and the Ganges ? It 
■ had been better for me that I had not been bom, 
than born in such a country. 

Moralists, therefore, who have the art to convey 
their instruction .successfully! are the most valuable 
patriots, and the trujst benefactor* to their country. 
And among these I place* in the highest rank/ be- 
cause of the more extehsive diffusion of their labours, 
the successful writers of periodical lucubrations. 

Among these, the Tatler is t3f?e first in the order 
of time, who will claim attention. For those which 
preceded were eqjtirely political and controversial, 
and soon sunk into oblivion, when the violence of 
party which produced there had subsided. But the 

« general purpose of the Tatler, as *Steele himself 
res, paa to expose the false arts of life, to pull 
e disguises of cunning, vanity, and ostentation, 
o recommend a general simplicity in outdrSs, 
discourse, and behaviour. A bepk- written with this 
^purpose was sure to survive thjftransitory produc- 
tions of polemic and political virulence. 
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• Steele has mixed polftics with morality ; andy in- 
deed, many of the first papers were of so hetero- 
geneous a composition, that, while an attempt was 
made to please all tastes* there was scarcely’ matter 
sufBlient iff quantity of the same* kind to satisfy any 
^pne. ^fhe mixture of news and politic would be 
"disapproved in this age; but, at that time they 
served to allure common readers, who could scarcely, 
by any other means, have been enticed to give at- 
tention to subjects of taste and morality. 

The papers soon acquired new lustre by the co- 
operation of Addison. "Addison eclipsed Steele; 
but yet I cannot sufficiency admirable generosity 
of Steele, and his freedom from jealousy imd envy, 
lie felt Addison^s 'Superiority ; but it seems to have 
excited no other emotions but gratitude and admi- 
ration. « This good office he performed,” says he,' 
speaking of the assistance which Addison gaup him# 
“ with such force of genius, humour, wit, and 
" learning, that I fared jike a distressed prince who 
“ calls in a powerful neighbour to his aid : I was 
4< undone by m}# auxiliary.” # Addison, indeed, 
added gravity and dignity to ,the work, which has 
conferred on it a permanent vahie. The levity and 
th*e motley manner* of Steele would not have en- 
titled him to the attention of a succeeding age, 
though it might have pleased in his own day by its 
novelty. • # 

The general state of conversation and of literary 
improvement among those who* called themselves 
gentlemen, at the time in which the Taller was 
written, was low and contemptible* The men, who 
frqgi their rank, fortune, and appearance, claimed 
the title of gentlemen, affected a contempt for 
learning, and seeutjd to consider ignorance as a 
mark of gentility. %The Tatler gradually opened 
their understandings, and furnished matter for irg* 
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proving conversation. It nbt only gave them infor- 
mation on the particular topics on which it treated, 
but also, by leading them to think on all that passed 
before them, in a similar nihnner, insensiblv'super- 
induccd a habit o( ingenious and philosophical re- 
flection. JThere was no longer a necessity of 
invariably recurring to politics ; a subject, whidTfiT* 
in its nature contentious, and often tends to sour 
the milk of human kindness. Indeed, it is said, 
that to divert the attention of the nation from poe- 
tical subjects, tfus one principal motive for the pub- 
iicatidn of the Tatler and Spectator. Whatever 
was the motive, the result was highly beneficial to 
the natiofi at iSi^c, and°is felt in its influence at 
this hour. Steele, though he was Excelled by sub/- 
sequent writers, deserves ( hll that fame and grati- 
tude which is (\ue to the first projectors of every 
important institution. 

Addison, who had appeared with peculiar lustre 
in the Tatler, was to snine^again in the Spectator 
with still brighter and more permanent glory. The 
great charm of biS diqtion, wlfch has delighted 
readers of every class^ appears to me to be a certain 
natural sweetness, ease, and delicacy, which no af- 
fectation can attain. Truths ofjafl kinds, the sublime 
and the familiar, the serious <and the comic, are 
taught in that peculiar style, which raises in the 
mind a placid* and equable flow of emotions ; that 
placidness and equability, which are in a particular 
manner adapted to»give peVmanency to all orr plea- 
surable feelings. A work, which warms our pas- 
sions, and hurries us on with the rapid vehemence 
of i{s style, may be read enee or twice with p]ga- 
sure ; but it is the more tranquil style which is most 
frequently in unison with ourftntnds, and which, 
therefore, on the tenth ‘repetition, as Horace says, 
w/U afford fresh pleasure, Addison rejected that 
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levity and medley of matter, which often appeared 
dfeadvantageously in a single paper of the Taller, 
and usually wrote regular treatises on the most im- 
portant and most interesting subjects* of tdste and 
mortality. "Such subjects will ne,ver be out of date ; 
but thg strictures on the dresses and diversions .of 
tt!e times, whatever merit they possessed, could not 
have rendered the work immortal. There are, in- 
deed, many papers of very moderate merit ; but it 
£ould not be otherwise, when the publication was 
daily, and the whole numher considerably more 
than half a thousand. Neither Addison’s other en- 
gagements, aor his abilities, great as they confes- 
sedly were, could have allowed nirn t8 compose 
every spcculatiJh.* 

The Guardian has vety properly been called a 
Continuation of the Spectator. Jits plan and its 
execution are in reality the same, though theseditor, 
as Steele may be called, intended a little variety in 
the original institution, The instruction was in- 
tended to be conveyed in the character of a Guar- 
dian to the LizardPfamily ; Jbut (he design was by no 
means consistently supported. “ The character 
of the Guardian,” says a sagaefbus writer, u was too 
« narrow and too sfinious : it might properly enough 
u admit both the daties and the decencies of life, 
14 but seemed not to include literary speculations, 
< and was in some degree violated i>y merriment 
( and burlesque. What had the Guardian of the 
1 Lizards to do with clubs of tftli or of little men, 

‘ with nests of ants, or Strada’s prolusions ?” 

The Tatler, the Spectator, and the Guardian 
claim the first rank among the periodical writers, 
not only because they led the way, which however 
is a great merit,' b*t because they possess superior 
excellence, and halt rendered that excellence most 

diffusive in its effect, by a popular mode of .display- 

• * • • 
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ing it. Their example, however, has excited several 
followers, who have obtained and deserved a very 
illustrious reputation. 

With' respite t to the Rambler, if I have prejudices 
concerning it, they-are nil in its favour. V read it at 
a very earlr» age with delight, and I hope, with im-^ 
provement. Every thing laudable and useful in tKcT 
conduct of life is recommended in it, often in a new 
manner, and always with energy, and with a dignity 
which commands attention. When I consider it 
with a view to its effects on the generality of 1 the 
people, on those who stand most in need of this 
mode of instruction, it appears greatly inferior to 
the easy and natural Spectator. Those elecant and 
expressive words derived from the' .Latin, which are 
called by common readers hard words, and which 
abound in the Rambler, will prevent the greater 
number from entering on the perusal. And indeed, 
with all my prepossessions in favour of this writer, 
1 cannot but agree with thp opinion of the public, 
which has condemned in his style an affected ap- 
pearance of pomposity. „ The constant recurrence 
of sentences in the fqrm of what have been called 
triplets, is disgusting* to all readers. But I will re- 
mind his censurers, that Cice*o‘ himself, in several 
of his works, fatigues the ear by *a close of his periods 
almost uniformly similar. Not only the numbers, 
but the very frords are frequently repeated in a few 
pages. I will also take the liberty to add in his de- 
fence, that the introduction of so many unustal and 
well-sounding words will gradually improve the 
English language, though it must necessarily cir- 
cumscribe the writer's popularity. It seems, how- 
ever, as if he himself recognised <he fault of perpe- 
tujd triplets in his style, pinee thfjy 'are by no means 
fySpcnt in his last productions^* 

> iThe Adventurer Is an imitation of the Rambler. 
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Ij is written with remarkable spirit, and with the 
benevolent design of promoting all that is good 'and 
amiable. The stories make a very conspicuous 
figure in this work, and tend to difluse.its influence 
among thosq readers, who might probably have been 
deterred from reading it, had it* consisted only of 
■•didactic discourses, written in a style approaching 
to the lexiphantic. Triplets were greatly in 
fashion when the Adventurer was published, and it 
is* therefore no wonder that they abound in it. 
Greqf indeed are its merits in every view; but I 
cannot discover in the diction the sweetness and the 
delicacy of Addison. 

The World is written in*a style differed from all 
the precoding. iPicre is a certain gaiety and gen- 
tility diffused over it, whioh gives it a peculiar grace 
when considered only as a book of amusements 
That it inculcates morality with any peculiar force v- 
cannot be said. But it gives many valuable irfstruc- 
tions, without assuming the solemn air of a severe 
moralist. The World appears to me # when compared 
with the Rambler^nd the Adventurer, like Horace 
when compared with Juvehal. The philosophy of 
the World is the philosophy of Aristippus. * 

The Connoisseurnbounas in wit ana a very plea- 
sant species of hunjour. The book, however, is 
rather diverting than improving; yet, under the 
form of irony, many useful truths are oonveyed with 
great success. There is no elevation of sentiment, 
and no # sublime # discourses on religion and morality ; 
but there is a great deal of good sense expressed 
with good-humoured drollery. The authors were 
by nature possessed of wit, and bad acquired a 
vety considerable knowledge of the classics. The 
comic writers, such} as Plautus and Terence, seem 
to have pleased them most, and they have rather 
undervalued the serious writers of morality* In 
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on© part of the twonty-stfventh paper there is an 
oblique censure of the Rambler. 11 This new- 
44 Tangled manner of delivering our sentiments,” 
says the Connoisseur, “-is called writing sound 
“ sense ; and, if I fipd this mode seems likely to 
44 prevail^! shall certainly think it expedient to give 
44 into it, and very suddenly oblige the world wirii ar 
41 Connoisseur so sensible that it will be impossi- 
“ ble to understand it.” 

Every one of these works is calculated to promote 
good sense and virtue ; and whatever may bft tho 
defects of each, the variety of their manners is well 
suited to the variety of dispositions and of tastca 
which occurs the mass of mankind. They have 
been found experimentally to improve life as well as 
conversation. And, with respect to the improve* 
• ment of conversation, 44 nothing is so proper^for 
t “ this purpose, 9 " says the solid Johnson in his pre- 
face to Addison*s Poems, 44 as the frequent publ ; » 
44 cation of short papers, which wc read not as 
44 study but amusement, if the subject be slight, 
44 the treatise likewise is short. %> Thc busy may find 
44 time, and the idle may find patience.” 


No. XXIX. 1 A Cultivated Mind is necessary to ren- 
der Retirement agreeable . 


FEWgpe able to bear solfo^ and, though retire- 
metis the ostensible objeetoftfie greater part, yet, 
when they are enabled by success to retire, they 
feel thetnselves unhappy \ Peculiar powers and ele- 
gance of mind are nedesaarjr to enable us to draw all 

e . * 4 t 
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our rceouroos from ourselves. In a remote and 
solitary village, the mind must be internally active 
ixt a great degree, or it will be miserable for want of 
employment. But in gfeat and populous cities, 
even while it is passive, it will be constantly amused. 

It is itnpossiMe to walk the streets, without finding 
Jh^attfcntion powerfully solicited on e?ery side* 
No exertion is necessary. Objects pour themselves 
into the senses, and it would be difficult to prevent 
their admittance. But in retirement, there must be 
a^pirit of philosophy and a store of learning, or else 
all life fancied bliss will vanish* like the colouiy of 
the rainbow. 

Poor Cowley might be,said to^Jje melancholy 
mad. He langinshcd for solitude, and wished to 
bide himself in tlie*wilds jof America. But, alas! 
be was not able toyupport the solitude of a coun- . 
try -village ! 

I lately paid a visit to a friend, who has withdrawn^ 
from the hurry of business to enjoy the sweets of a 
rural retirement in the south of Wales. His house 
is situated on an eminence, which* commands an 
agreeable prospectf At the bottom of his garden, 
which is laid out in a taste peouliar to himself, yet 
entirely conformable to nature, ‘runs a small river, 
remarkable for the sfm>othnes*of its surface and the 
clearness of its water? but though though the house 
is perfectly agreeable in situation, some have 
thought that the freshness of the air, &e beauty of 
the scenery, and the silegce of retirement, can by 
no roepfts compensate the want oFa neighbourhood : 
for, to say the truth, there is not a single bouse to 
be seen within a mile of my friend's little solitary 
vjll% except one poor^otjtage, which is inhabited by 
his gardener. * 

3 hough I was at nrst, likejthe rest, much disposed 
to disapprove the solitude of my Mead's habitation ; 
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yet, when I had resided with him a little while, and 
had enjoyed the calm and rational pleasures of phi- 
losophic ease, 1 became enthusiastically fond of se- 
questered life. It must, indeed, be confessed, that 
llilario possesses some peculiar qualities necessary 
to render solitude agreeable. lie has a natural 
sweetnes/of temper, a refined taste for literature* 
and music, and, at the same time, some relish for 
the common diversions of the country. But though 
he divides the greater part of hitf time in the alter- 
nate amusements of his books, his harpsichord, nis 
doga and his horses, yet* is lie never so happy as 
in the enjoyment of the conversation of a friend, 
whose m^nnemwaud sentiments are congenial with 
his own. * _ 

It must not be forgotten, that he derives much of 
. his pleasure from a knowledge o£ botany and natural 
v philosophy, which he acquired in the former JSart 
v Uf his fife. His acquaintance with these sciences 
enables him to make great improvements in the 
cultivation of his garden, where almost every plant, 
which is curious, ireful, or beairtiful, is brought to 
its highest perfection. fc 

It might pcrhapS'be supposed from his sequestered 
manner of life, that he is utterly unacquainted with 
the living world. Hh takes tare, however, to in- 
form himself of the topic of the day. by attending to 
periodical publications of repute and authenticity ; 
and he is allowed to make most pertinent observa- 
tions on the taste^ manners, and politics of the pre- 
sent times. His remarks always have thfe pecu- 

« )wing perhaps to his distance from parties, 
y savour of that liberal spirit, which marks 
i gentleman and tho citizen of the world: 

The great evil of solitude is, ^hat reason becomes 
weak for want of exercise, while the powers of ima- 
gination are invigorated by indulgence. The gloomy 
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ideas of Popish superstition were derived front the 
cells of the monastery. Fanaticism and bigotry, 
melancholy and despair, have usually been pro- 
duced in the cave and nhe convent* . Happy in a 
mind furnished with ideas of, every kind, Hilario is 
never ?t a loss for occasions to exert thg powers of 
hij«rcagon ; and can, at all times, divert his imagi- 
nation from the horrors of the spleen, by the pleasing 
employments pf literary pursuits. 

% The avocations of an active life shortened a visit 
whftji I would gladly have protracted. I return to 
the engagements of the* world, supported by the 
sopthing expectation, that a time will come, when I 
shall be able to spend the Evening lifeen a sweet 
retreat, like thaUof. Hilario. • 

With a virtuous and cheerful family about one, 
with a few faithful end good-humoured friends, with 
a well-selected collection of cleganf books, and witl^* 
a competency, one may enjoy comforts even in tfic 
deserted village, which the city, with all its diver- 
sions, cannot supply. 


No. XXX. On Affettation of the Vices and Follies 
of Men of Eminence . 


It has frequently happened, that men, distinguished 
by their genius, have, from an unsettled habit of 
life, from an affectation of singularity, or from un- 
eorffhion warmth of constitution, neglected *the 
common rules of prldence, and plunged themselves 
into all the miseries of viceland dissipation. They 
who are but slightly acquainted with the lives of our 

VOL. XLl* Iq 
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English writers, oan recollect many Instances of men 
of the brightest parts, whose lives, after an uninter- 
rupted coarse of misery, have terminated under the 
pressure of w^nt in the confinement of a gaol. They 
have been admired, and at the same time neglected ; 
praised, and at the 'same time starved. 

*Ab the consequences of their imprudence are ge- 
nerally fatal, and generally known, a reasonable 
mind would scarcely believe, that any should bo 
found ambitious of treading in their footsteps, when 
they err. Yet, such attraction lias the brilliancy of 
literary reputation, that every witling, who pens a 
atanza, while he should be engrossing a deed, looking 
upon himself a&'U genius* of uncommon magnitude, 
thinks it necessary, in order to complete his cha- 
racter, to plunge into thctexccsscs of drunkenness 
and debauchery. When his follies have thrown him 
"Xnit of his profession, ruined his health, and shut 
Kiih up in a prison, he consoles himself with reflect- 
ing, that he shares the same fate winch the great 
wits, his predecessors, have suffered before him. 
He is happy even tqbe wretched.with an Otway, a 
Hrydcn, or a Savage. 

This unfortunate qpnduct is owing to a mistaken 
opinion, too generally adopted.; that vice is the 
mark of laudable. spirit, ana thpt spirit is the cha- 
racteristic of genius. Prudence, caution, common 
sense, are, in {he idea of many, the concomitants of 
dulncss. The phlegmatic disposition of a fool, say 
they, can guide lynt through life in the straight 
road of prudence; but the volatility of genius is 
continually tempted to turn out of the direct path 
to gather flowers on the sides* to view every pleasing 
project, and to discover new ways through unfre- 
quented labyrinths. I . 

But it may be a ressonable question, whether 
this propensity to deviation mf not be a weakness* 
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rather than a superior itrength of tided; whether it 
*is not sometimes the voluntary effect of pride and 
affectation ; and whether it is not oftener caused by 
a restlessness of constitution, than by a more ener- 
getic activity, or an acutcr perception. Sensibility 
of mind, and fineness of feeling!, are always the at- 
tMidaftts of true genius. These, whiAi by them- 
selves constitute a good heart, when joined to a • 
good head, naturally give a greater tendency to" 
Virtue than to vice : for they are naturally charmed 
with beauty, and disgusted with deformity of every 
kind. Virtue, therefore* wild is amiable in the eyes 
of her enemies, must have additional charms for 
those whose susceptibility^of beauty is iqpre delicate 
and refined ; aod.vice, who is naturally loathsome, 
must appear uncommonly odious to those who arc 
uncommonly shocked at every species of turpitude. 

"Nor want there instances to prove, that men o£ 
the most exalted genius can be men of the mwt 
unspotted virtue. Addison, the glory of our nation, 
was only equalled in ftis abilities % by his piety, by 
the purity of hisynorals, the jptegnty of his heart, 
and the prudenco of his conduct. Pope was a man 
of exemplary piety and goeglness. Gay, though 
licentious in his waitings, is said to have been un- 
contaminated by vices oT the world, and though 
instances are numerous on the other side, yet these 
few are sufficient for the refutation of that prevalent 
notion, that great genius is incompatible with sin- 
gular prudence and consistent virtue. 

The folly <Jf those who are only pretenders to 
genius, and who affect vice as essential to the cha- 
racter they assume, is as pitiable as it is ridiculous. 
r lficir egregious vanity will probably redder all ad- 
dresses to them.u&lcs : but they may take it is an 
infallible prediction, that dear-bought experience 
will soon induce thtm to wish they had altered their 
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conduct, when it shall be too late to enjoy the bene- 
fits or an early amendment. 

The fatal error of supposing vice the characteris- 
tic of spirit, has led many a parent to undo the 
child whose happiness he most wished to promote. 
The man of parts and fashion sends indeed his boy 
to-school ; but cannot bear that he should applyJto 
books with any remarkable diligence, lest he should 
be mistaken for a plodder ; nor that he should be 
singularly tractable and modest, lest he should bp 
thought deficient in spirit ; but ventures to form 
sanguine hopes of his future eminence, if he is the 
ringleader of every riot, and is fortunate enough to 
gain at school It© appellation of a Pickle. 

Great writers have indeed indirectly patronized 
the cause of scepticism anc\immorality ; but if names 
are to have weight in this argument, to a Hume, a 
Rousseau, a Voltaire, we may confidently oppose, a 
ttfwtb, a Hurd, a Johnson, and many more in the 
retired walks of literary life, whom every Virtue, as 
well as every Muse, is proad to claim' as her de- 
serving vota'ry. ' , , 


No. XXXI. On the Inequalities aj Genius . 

c 


The experience of every man, who has dkvoted 
himself to literature, wilt evince the truth of the 
remark, that there are times when the mind, how- 
ever impelled by inclination, or urged by necessity, 
is incapable of submitting to 4m. confinement of 
application. The liveliest imaginations, and the 
strongest intellects, are sometimes bewildered in 
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dulncss and stupidity, and a Homer nods wfth all 
the drowsiness of a Jiavius. * 

There are, in consequence of the unequal power 
of exertion which the mind experiences, inequalities 
of excellence in every author, whether ancient or 
modern. The most admired productions have some 
pasts, «in which not only no merit is Visible, but 
which abound with faults. It can neither be sup- ^ 
posed, that the failures arise from real and inherent 
inability, or that they are voluntary. Their authors 
acknowledged excellencies in other performances, 
will^iot admit the formqr ; and their solicitude for 
the success of their works must exclude the latter 
supposition. Such an affect cr;t> therefore, bo 
attributed to no cause, but the unaccountable ine- 
qualities of the finest geqjus, at different hours, and 
in different situat\pns. 

The English can boast a numerous train of;, 
writers, who, in their several departments, have 
approached very nearly to the standard of perfec- 
tion; but scarcely one of them can be named, 
whose works are not deforced T)y compositions 
utterly unworthyhf him. *It is hardly credible, that 
the author of Paradise Lost'fould have produced 
some of those soqneti which pass under nis name, 
but which bear no*mark of his genius. Dryden, 
who wrote the ode* on Cecilia’s day, composed a 
set of wretched tragedies in rhymes the ode was, 
indeed, dictated by genius, but the tragedies arose 
from no other inspiration than that of want. 

In fhis poinf, as well as in many others, there is 
an exact analogy between the moral and literary 
world. It has long been the complaint of the expe- 
rienced, that no human foresight, no prudence; can 
at all times ensurefprosperity, and avert ill-fortune. 
Something still arises to baffle the counsels of the 
wise, and to coy attract the intentions of the good. 

K 8 
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The Roman satirist fias indeed asserted, that For- 
tunes a deity of our own creation, and that he, who 
submits to the (guidance of prudence, needs not tlief 
interposition of any supernatural power; but expe- 
rience proves' the assertion to be rather the effusion 
of a rigid and affected philosophy, th&n the 'cool 
suggestion bf well informed reason. The observa- 
tion of a sacred moralist, that the race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, is more 
agreeable to truth, and has been confirmed by the 
repeated testimony of some thousand years. 
Wisdom is often found guijty of folly, and ingenuity 
of error. 

Of the fuctuation of mental vigour in the same 
individual, there is a remarkable, instance in the 
great Newton. Of him it>is said, that, in the ad- 
vanced period of his life, he was ynable to compre- 
hend his own works. Tha| understanding, which 
*ohce penetrated far beyond the limits of the visible 
creation, became so debilitated, as to be incapable 
of retracing its own progress* a memorable instance 
of human infirmity, ^sufficient to humble pride, and 
silence envy. 1 

As merit cannot a}i7&ys ensure success, even in 
the exertion of its peculiar excellence, so is it by 
no means certain of obtaining 'a good reception in 
the world: for history and experience furnish many 
examples to prove, that wealth and power are not 
the necessary consequences of wisdom and virtue. 
To be wise and virtuous, ma y be learned from an 
Epictetus ; to be fortunate, from others. 

It might indeed be supposed, that strength of in- 
tellects, accuracy of judgment, and extensive eru- 
dition, would either secure to themselves good for- 
tune, or would, at least, be rewarded by the world ; 
but it is an incontestable truth, that poets and philo- 
sophers! of every age and everf nation! have been 
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almost as much distinguished by their indigence, as 
their ingenuity. Poverty anU poetry are aljnost 
synonymous, while the unerring experience of man- 
kind has reduced it to a proverb, that “ fools have 
fortune. 1 ' # • 

The insufficiency of merit, aiul of honest endea- 
vours, * # to the acquisition of fame and fyriunc, has 
given occasion to the discontented to repine, and to 
censure the (economy of human affairs; but theyT* 
who are conversant in the investigation of final 
Causes, easily perceive, that such a dispensation 
ten da to perfect virtue, by the exercise of patience. 

All sublunary excellence is indeed transitory. 
Not only the external goods of fortune, but the 
mental advantages, which are commonly Represented 
as out oT the redbh’of accident, are subject to decay 
and perpetual fluctuatidh. They who labour to 
aswend the heights of virtue anjl learning, often 
slide back in their passage, or fall at once from the* 
summit when it is attained. If then neither wisdom, 
knowledge, genius, ncyr virtue, are stable and sta- 
tionary, wc must learn not to confide in them with 
presumptuous sedhrity, b^t tef put our whole trust, 
where alone it can repose without danger, even on 
the rock of ages . * 


No. XXXII. Men of Genius do not always excel in { 
• common Conversation* Jin a Letter • 


When you weref with me last, 1 remember you 
expressed yoor surprise, .that Varus, who has indu- 
bitable marks of 4rue genius m bis writings, ap- 
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pcarcd utterly destitute ofe spirit and vivacity in 
conversation. You seemed at a loss to account for 
the dulncss of a man, whose pages are replete with 
wit and humour; and you^were astonished to find, 
that ho who had engaged in the deepest disquisi- 
tions with all thc«subti)ty of argument, appeared 
unable to support a trifling conversation Jthe 
v £0inmon topics of the day. You did not perhaps 
recollect, that great minds can exert themselves 
with full force only on great occasions. Either 
from pride, disuse, or natural inability, poets and 
philosophers are known to appear inferior iri the 
arts of conversation, amt the little decencies of 
common life, to* the illiterate beau, and the super- 
ficial female. 4 

It has been said, you l&now, that they who arc 
employed in sublime speculations, learn to despise 
every subordinate, object as unworthy their regard 
or cultivation. Where this is really the case, it is 
easy to account for the aukwardness of men of wit 
and letters ; for it is impossible to bestow pains in 
the acquisition of what wc despise : but your own, 
as well as my experience, will fdrnish instances of 
those who have thought it a misfortune not to be 
able to shine at the tea-table as well as in the 
schools. A man of this character, though he can 
trace a system through all its mhzes, is often inca- 
pable of expatiating on the common subjects of a 
new play, a new face, a new ministry, with tolerable 
accuracy or politeness. , 

One might naturflllysuppose, however, that when 
at last these exalted personages condescend to open 
their lips, something uncommonly excellent would 
coma out ; but we often, in other instances as mil 
as in this, indulge our expectations farther than 
reason and experience seepa to justify. The greatest 
men are still but men, and in t he common inter- 
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course of life, arc of necessity upOtta level with the 
villgar. 1 dare say, you remember a shrewd retd ark 
oV a writer, whose name I cannot recollcct ff That 
. no great man ever appeared great in the tyes of 
his valet de ckambre. In truth many objects in the 
moral, as u&U as natural wo'rld,*sccm larger when 
vicua?d*imperfcctly and obscurely. The meteor 
which strikes the distant beholder with fear and* 
astonishment, is found, upon a nearer view, to be 
nothing but a vapour; and the philosopher, who is 
the object of awe and veneration among those who 
never approach him, bqpomes, when closely in- 
spected in the humble occupations Of common life, 
little more than a common^nan. # 

Life h?s often Jbeen compared to a« Drama, and 
the world to a Stage. 1 believe the subject we 
have been now considering will increase the resem** 
blarfce. Various indeed are the •characters when 
they appear on the public Stage ; but when they 
retire behind the scenes, and put off the glittering 
outside which fascinated beholders, the monarch, 
the hero, the philosopher, are foipufin those common 
weaknesses which humiliate? their aspiring nature, to 
be more nearly on a level wijh the peasant, than 
their pride is willing to allow. 

It has been said, that one loan is capable of ex- 
celling others, in qualities superinduced by his own 
efforts, as much as the species of matv surpasses the 
species of brutes. This indeed is apparently true ; 
yst’he who expects to find the tgo&t improved indi- 
viduai^uniformfy excellent, knows little of human 
nature. A Grandison is scarcely less fabulous than 
a Phoenix. 

All sorts of excellencies can never be united in 
one man. The wOftd is unreasonable when it ex- 
pects, that they who write*well should always shine 
in the little arts df convivial intercourse* It is 
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enough, that their minds are engaged in subjects 
of Importance, and that they arc both able ahd 
willing to communicate their meditations to the 
Public, Few have written^ better than Addison, yet 
Addison was remarkable for taciturnity, lie was 
however, we are tbld, agreeable and talkative among 
select frichd9 and men of letters. In truth, *>co*ver- 
cation cannot be long supported with spirit, but 
among equals in point of abilities and attainments ; 
and men of great genius and profound learning do 
not often meet their equals. 


No. XXXIII. Verbal « Criticism undeservedly des- 
pised. In a Letter . w 


I cannot help thinking ‘you were too severe in 
what you said agomst those civics who have em- 
ployed themselves in Verbal disquisitions. You 
well know, that ridiodlo can make things, of acknow- 
ledged utility, appear vain aiyl* frivolous. And to 
tell you the truth, I believe, you do not keep your 
exquisite talent for ridicule under that restraint 
winch candour and moderation seem to require. 

I must indeed allow, that Verbal Criticism, like 
many other laudable pursuits, is apt to deviate into 
ab&urdity, when not under the regulation of reason 
and good sense. Inquiries into the works of nature 
are highly useful and pleasing; but even these have 
been perverted by ignorance and bigotry, and Have 
produced those disgraces of*tbe human mind, 
alchemy and judicial astrology. Investigations of 
manners and inatitutiqps or antiquity are known 
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to promote knowledge, by ascertaining ambiguous 
subjects, and to give pleasure, by gratifying a natural 
curiosity ; these however have likewise degene- 
rated into all those absurdities which form the cha- 
racter of the pedantic antiquarian, and the 'trilling 
virtuoso. • * • 

Mkhc* you censure verbal critics, yott certainly 
forget how much you are indebted to them- B^ 
lieve me, you would never have had that general 
acquaintance vfith the classics, had you been obliged 
to toil through all those difficulties, which theCom- 
mcnt&ors, at the revival of 'learning, took guch 
pains to remove. Rescued from the cells of Monks, 
whose minds were as dark gs their habitations, the 
manuscripts of ^ncient authors were fulf of errors 
and interpolations, and it^was impossible to read a 
page of many celebrated writings without being # 
emt/krrassed with obscurity and impeded by chasms, 
which collation or conjecture only could supply: 
You may laugh, if you please, at the phlegmatic 
disposition of those who could go through the 
drudgery of collating a dozen mSRiuscript copies, 
to find the proper place of a # conjunction or an 
adverb ; yet, however merry, vou may be on the 
occasion, you will be obliged™ acknowledge tho 
utility of the labour. • I am aware, that these Jain- 
taking students have* been stigmatized with appel- 
lations of the lowest kind, and that thpy have been - 
called porters in the repubBc of letters, and their 
works, the scaffoldings Ojf literature : but let it bo 
remembered, that thoughthe •greatest share of 
praise be due to the architect, yet will his plans and 
models, however ingeniously formed, avail but little 
without the co-operation of the labourer, and- the 
assistance of the jwfffold. 

But without insisting on the advantage derived 
from this kind, of anticumi, in the illustration of 
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ancienl authors, 1 think it -evident, that it deserves 
cultivation, were it only because 1 it contributes to 
ascertain, and to refine our own language. 

If you review the stato of Literature, you will 
find few writers who have attained an elegance in 
their own language, before it has been examined by 
grammarians, and reduced to fixed rules of analogy. 
^-Strength and vigour thev may pci haps have dis- 
played, since these ait the genuine products of 
natural genius. But to the most animated sent 1 * 
ments, and nervous expressions, they have been 
unable to add the grace of a correct and polished 
style. 

If then we make pretensions to taste, and prefer 
elegance to deformity, and perspicuity to confu- 
sion, we must not refuse to veibal criticism, that 
praise which we readily bestow gn the other parts 
of literature. « t 

The world has long been prejudiced against com- 
pilers of ‘Dictionaries, and has viewed them rather 
in the light of elaborate phddcrs, than of men of 
taste and genii#; but candour jnust confess, thaj 
learning is more indebted to Dictionaries and 
Lexicons, than to apy other production whatever ; 
since, without these, the ancipnt writings, those 
sources of literature, "must haVe remained unintel- 
ligible. The English language has been enriched 
by th$ Sliakjpeares, the Miltons, the Lockes of 
former times; but it may with truth be said, to have 
• been refined and CH#dlwJSied by the grammarians 
and the great lexicographer of the present age. It 
is from the labours of verbal critics, that our lan- 
guage will receive the osdy excellencies it wanted, 
purity and correctness. 
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# No. XXXIV. On the Necessity and Method of 
Encouraging in the Community the Prevalence of 
Virtuous Love . 


The passion of love possesses an influence onlifer 
so extensive gnd important, that the moralist, who 
takes it not into consideration, is guilty of & great 
omission. Virtuous love is not only attended with 
the sweetest pleasures whicl’i this life affords, but 
is highly conducive to the improvement of human 
nature. Like the sun in the spring, whose warmth 
calls foiuh the latent powers of vegcflttion, love ex- 
cites and cherishes somoaof those amiable disposi- 
tions, which would otherwise have remained fdr 
ever in a concealed and a torpifl state. It often 
improves the understanding no less than-the heart, 
and the transformation which Iphigenia is said to 
Rave produced in Cymfln, is neither unnatural nor 
uncommon. 

But it seems to be a jusf complaint, that virtuous 
love is of late much less frequent than it has been, 
and than it ought Jo be. ^ very gross passion, 
which usurps the name of love, but which, instead 
of improving the heart Or the faculties, degrades 
them both, is become more universal and m ore 
licentious. Where lust and libertinism greatly < 
prevail, the hearts of the peopje at large are too 
debauched to be able to entertain a virtuous paBsion 
for a single object. Thus marriage is avoided as a 
restraint, or, if it is sought, it is sought from interest 
aloBe. But the greater part of women are not blest 
with the gifts of fortune. How then are they to be 
entered into a state, for*which God, and nature, 
and reason, and virtue, levidently designed thyu ? 

VOL. xli, f, R 
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Their* whole dependence for nuptial felicity, and 
indeed for the accomplishment or one great end of 
' their existence, must rest on the power they possess 
of exciting a virtuous affection : a poor dependence 
according to the state of morals in this age!. for, 
with all the graces of personal beauty, and the 
superior cldirms of delicacy and sense, viituous 
'/women will be slighted, and even despised, by the 
greater number of young men, who even glory in 
having blasted the budding blossoms of love in the. 
pestilential air of a brothel, and who have sacrificed 
those first fine sensibilities, which return no more, to 
some infamous and impure prostitute. So the rose 
of beauty ard of innocence blooms and decays un- 
plucked. tie who should admire .it, love it and 
take it to his bosom, turns, %way to cull the noisome 
weed which stings him while he touches it, and ulti- 
mately poisons both his body and his mind. 

1 wish it were in the power of the moralist to 
restore the rights of female innocence and beauty, 
and to relume the lamp of virtuous love. ThU 
virtue and happiness,of both sexes, would be greatly 
augmented by such an event. It seeing indeed, 
.that i| would be peculiarly favourable to female 
dignify, Upon which the good morals of the world 
greatly depend. For frhatevef authority the men 
may claim, experience has uniformly proved, that 
the affairs of the world are in great measure regu- 
lated by the women. If their minds are properly im- 
proved, and their sentiment* duly exalted, the great 
influence they possess #!}! be directed to promote 
all that can render life more dignified and comfort- 
able. But if they unite ki increasing profligacy, or 
db htft exert themselves to appose it, that profligacy 
will be extreme. They should openly profess, not 
only to pursue virtue, and all that » laudable in 
themselves, but to * Value the most, who mose 
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excel in virtue and in laudable qualities. .They’ 
# faay rest assured, that when they cease to listen to? 
licentious love, they will be courted with all the 
ardour and idolatrous Veneration of *a pure and a 
virtuous heart. They will .rise; in the ideas of the 
lover,, and will appear to deserve thf epithet, of 
angel ib, which he now often bestows on them merely . 
in derision. ** **■ 

The neglected ladies may assure themselves, that 
the mutual passion of the sexes is too powerful 
be overcome by any human art. But it roay^ be flf 
directed, and taught to* defeat its natural purpose. 
And here it must be confessed, that the rare appear- 
ance of virtuous love, and Ate neglect which virtuous 
women experience- in this age, is in "great measure 
derived from the increafe of female prostitution. 
Yojmg men are allowed great liberties by the foolish 
indulgence of parents, «and they'cannot use those 
liberties in walking the streets, without being soli- 
cited to gratify a nd pall those passions, which were 
meant to give ardour ami perseverance to a virtuous 
love. It is but too probable, that the majority will 
listen to the syren song ; and the very, first debaiich 
wifi take off that keen edge* of seftwhifiti which 
would have led to «, virtuouj connexion.' ^Ttr vain 
is some beautiful/ accomplished, and taudeent crea- 
ture, recommended to the young heir by bis parents, 
and her own beauty and merit. H# declares him- 
self aversefrom marriage. But why ? From reason 
and principle?. The truth is, that* he has lost his 
seniitimties in the hauiits of vice, and wilt not marry. 
ttH a rottenness of bones, and a dissipation of for- 
tune, have rendered a nurse end a dowry desirable. 
Buff had lie never ftikn fate the snare* of the pros* 
titute, be would we retained hi* natural affection, 
and could not hAverqrist^ youth, fceauty, and ele- 
gteoe United. Some bajjpy mbi^ whoi* now left 
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/ to pine away in celibacy, w#uld triumphantly have 
dragged the willing captive to the altar; but he ha* 
learned a degree of cunning in the regions of old 
Drury, which teaches him 'to defy beauty, and to 
despise the very idea of matrimony, but as it may 
tend to the augmentation of his 1'ortuneJ With his 
cuhning, he lms probably gained diseases and dgbi* 
lit/; which are better adapted to raise a nausea 
than conciliate affection. The inference I mean to 
draw from these remarks is, that the public good 
requires, that the vigilance of the magistrate should 
be faithfully exerted in diminishing the number of 
prostitutes. Instead of which it has been some- 
times insinuated, that Chey are politically neces- 
sary. 

I cannot help thinking plso, that the restraints of 
law, which through the interposition of avarice and 
ambition, have been laid oi\ marriage, have greatly 
contributed to discourage virtuous love, and, to pro- 
mote debauchery. The marriage-act, it is 
justified by the example of foreign nations;, buifo 
also is arbitrary pqwer, and tlp?re are few ac«^, 
which, in their nature “and spirit, tend more to 
despotism than the qyurrtage-act. But, emitting to 
consider^ in a political view, I, shall view it for a 
moment as it affects the mprahs of the sexes* Men 
marry, and ought indeed to marry, from the influ- 
ence of love** as well as from the dictate^ of pru- 
dence. Let us then suppose the case of two young 
and virtuous persons powerfully struck with each 
other’s agreeable qualities, and deeply in love* If 
they could be married Without delay, and without 

* is attention to a va^etjr of troublesome and 
re formalities, it js highly probable they 
immediately marry^'pRkli^y have not self- 
command, the coosequenoes of being obliged to 
postpone a legal union audt as terminate in 
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shame and ruin. If thhy resolve to go through aftt 
Jhe forms of the marriage-act, and to wait years for 
the accomplidiraent of their wishes, as poor human 
nature cannot constantly keep alive any of its better 
passyms during a very long, time, the lover cools, 
or iincfs nefr objects, or learns td gratify his scnsual v 
appetites where no restraints are reqiflred. The 
maid is forsaken, and the lover corrupted. Had ' 
they been married, both might have been happy, 
end useful members of society. Marriage tends 
greatly to promote virtue of every sort ; not only 
as itTurnishes a lawful and natural mode of grail* 
lying the passions, but as it calls forth industry^* 
and renders a good character and th% esteem or 
others desirable^ because necessary So the support 
of a family. But though 1 will venture to assert, 
that the roultipHqation of restraints on the proper , 
Intercourse of the sexes naturally* tends to promote 
an improper intercourse, since an intercourse there ' 
must be, vet I will add, that alteration in an act, 
flt which the domestic happiness of every family in 
m£f£ftgdora is interested, should not take place, 
but sifter the coolestdelibetat j and the testimony 
of long and decisive experience* Villains, there «s 
no doubt, will avail themselves of a freedom from 
restraint, to allure ttfe incautious female into matri- 
mony, merely for the soke of her fortune, which 
will perhaps be expended in supporting a courtesan* 
Surety some precaution must be tqjcpn by human 
laws to prevent -this cirusl specips of fobbery. To 4 
rob a Tether or his abd then to forsake or 
injure that chMI^qoue but a father can feel the 
agonizing pang thst rlws cm the reflection. * »« 

The best methot^i increasing irtuous levels td 
pay peculiar atteat$ti to Ae moral ana religious edu- 
cation of both ies sexes.* Polite and learned ac- 
comphshmentsl^^fltel so attended to as to ex- 


186 


Ktfox’s ESSAYS* 


N« Sit. 

dude the formation of virtuous principles. As to 
the education of girls, in particular, it has been 
Severely though truly said, that many of them are 
trained as if they were to t^c prostitutes by profes- 
sion. They arc often left unacquainted with (Eco- 
nomical management, or with any one urt that can 
render them useful. The higher classes are,iotglly 
at g loss even in the first management of their off- 
spring; and it is not to be wondered at, if they, 
who know not how to be wives, are soon degraded 
to the rank of harlots. A proper education, con- 
sisting of moral, religious, literate, and (Economical 
^instruction, cannot fail to make them set a due 
value on themselves, an^ to enable them to pursue 
the methods most consistent with their dignity and 
happiness, ohe who is taught to 'say her prayers, 
and to value the testimony of a good conscience, 
will at once be rendered a fitter bbject of virtuous 
love, and less inclined to entourage any other. She 
will be respected as well as loved, as capable of 
becoming a valuable wife,, and will be onl# hofi 
courted with the wantonness of transitory o$are 
. merely as a mistress t * . * :’ ; 0 

The women, it miytt be owned, are in this age 
greatly their own enemies. It is a just complaint, 
that tne men are less sensible utf their beauty and 
accomplishments than they ought to be. But it 
must be remembered, that such is the nature of 
man, that be* Apises every good which is too 
i obvious and too ' plentiful. The women have con- 
fessedly laid aside^reiervs? The men have* by a 
v ‘ natural consequence* "^mended their admiration. 
Ease and forwardness^ address, and excessive 
farffiiarity, are .establisl^by the law of fasten; 
and neglect and by the law of 

nature* Woman was designed to "be pursued, and 
not to pursue. A veil incrtfaseAbeautv. and reserve 
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increases and preserve! love by mixing it with re- 
spect. Where there is no respect, there v> np 
Virtuous love. What looks like it, is a devil in an 


angel’s form, even lust an indelicate name indeed ; 
but let it he remembered, that to -bestow good 
names on 4>ad things is to give, them a passport in 
the world* under a delusive disguise. # 

The understandings of women arc in every respect 
equal to those of men when equally cultivated. 
They must perceive themselves greatly interested 
In diffusing among the men the ardour and sincerity 
of awirtuous love. Their understandings and hearts 
arc both well able to accomplish this great ptlrnose. 
I offer only imperfect hints. The women will im- 
prove upon them, 1 hope,*and show their utility by 
giving 'them rdhl •efficacy. I doubf not but that, 
upon reflection, they wiirbe as desirous as they are 
aUe f to stop thfl progress of female corruption By 
means very different Hrom the* establishment .of 


polygamy. 
# Let the : 


m Lot the rights of nature be restored, and let her 
empire be bounded by no other sestraints but those 
which religion! ftason, qpd experience have esta- 
blished. 


No. XXXV. Hints to those i»ho are designed fo\ 
the Life of a GentUkan mUhout a Profession . 


To inherit an fortune, arid to be exempted . 
fromtlie vulgar cares of life, seems to be a lot pecu- 
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liarly favourable to the advancement and the secu- 
rity of human happiness. The greater number of 
men are compelled by necessity to proceed in the 
same road, without liberty to deviate or select the 
objects of their attention ; but the rich heir beholds 
the world, and alh that it contains, plfcced like a 
plentiful fet~st before him, and appears to have l*'ttle 
else to do, but to reach out his hand, and to take 
what he finds most agreeable to his taste. 

Such a lot is usually envied ; but it is really not 
happier than others. Providence is not so partial, 
as, oi| a first and a cursory view, ii appears tb be. 
it seems indeed to establish a kind of equilibrium 
of happiness. And experience evinces, that caprice, 
false delicacy, r artificial wants, vanity, pride, covet- 
ousness, and envy, usually render the lives of the 
rich and unemployed, not in thq least more plea- 
* curable than the condition of the honest, healthy, 
and industrious poor. 

It is however certain, that to inherit an indepen- 
dent fortune is in itself a noble privilege, and dttt' 
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I shall therefore beg leave to o#er a tew hints to 
those, who are setting oat in life with the distin- 
guished advantage of finch Inheritance. As all the 
real benefit of such a* condition depends on the 
judicious use of it, if the moralist can point out 
means (o secure, that point, he may be said to con- 
tribute more to the improvement of the young man’s 
estate, than if be procured f subscription to « loan, 
or put him in a trtfy to' make ten per cent Of Ms 
monrn^ 

iW first place, I hope tbs young man will not 
be semistakeq in his ideas dfwwines* as to imagine, 
that h, *an be happy fa dohyiMhing. Universal 
and unvaried experience bus proved, that he who 
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does nothing is a wretch.* The 6«nc experience has 
declared it probable, that he will not onljs be 
iftiserable but wicked. 

He must resolve to repder himself useful on two 
accounts : first, because it is a duty he owes the 
comnfunity fn return for the protection of his pro- 
perty ; Wind, secondly, because it is a duly he ow^s 
to himself to be as happy as possible : and this 
cannot be, notwithstanding all the real aud pre- 
tended gratifications of riches, without useful ac- 
tivity. It will not be enough to make him Bleep 
with tranquillity, merely to have dressed well* to 
have danced at a ball, presided at a horse-race^ or ? 
driven a phaeton. Riding showy horse, whipping ; 
a pair of low geldings from a high # foflr*wheeled 
chaise, and sauntering ipastable, ore indeed, in 
the present age, some o^fte most glorious methods * 
of spending the spnghtlydays of yputh, when privi- 
leged by the early poitesslon of a fortune. But 
when I see the phaeton whisking by, anfr the lazy 
ye$gi lolling, on its side* 1 catinot help thinking the 
man at the tail of the plough a mere useful, happy, 
and respectable member ousoctety. Tliere is not, 
indeed* the least impropriety in these pleasures, 
when pursued merely as a temporary relocation ; 
but all, who know ihy thing of the world, will agree 
with me, that youngtneuof fortune usually, in these 
times* make g rooms their companions, a stable their 
study, and the driving i Jg$me, or a pair of horses, 
the utmost extent of t%irt^lyity, as a high phaeton* 
is the summit of tbeiracSbition. * 

But what, says the young heir, have I to do but? 
to amuse myself? Ihaveno traded no profession, 
nowmy necemityfeeiH^ Why n^y loot divert 
myself with can e^ate toy ^tten* 

tion i But arc you su#, : l Will ask in return* that 
you have no nec&iaflKfy| employment, ' to the per- 
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formance of which, according to your abilities you 
are as much obliged by duty, reason* , honour, and 
conscience, as the labourer it hound to finish die 
work for which he is hired*? 1 believe I cah point 
out soide laudable occupations, in which you ought 
to engage, and in'compartsoa of which? tne arising 
of a phaeton, the vanity of dress, and ten thousand 
other vanities, will appear as the playthings of an 
infant. 

The first object of a youtb, who possesses affluence 
inquired by his forefathers,' should be the improve- 
meat ofhis mind. Without this* young man, what- 
^ever may be your money, and whatever your titles, 
if you have any, you^will be a poor, mean, con- 
temptible/and pitiful creature. You roost read; 
^you must select your reading with Judgment, and 
Reflect upon it with low', and c serious attention. 
You must acquire a taste for moral philosophy/ and 
learn to curb your ovorbeuping insolence, and all 
other irregularities of your temper and your pas- 
sions. For it is a shame toumake use of your riefffis 
and your grandeur merely to assume a licence for 
degrading yourself 6 to a brute. You must, in a 
word, have a liberal ^education ; an education not 
only liberal in name, "hut really polite, learned, and 
comprehensive. You wM find your nature raised 
by it, and yourself become a* superior being, in 
'comparison with what you would have been without 
it. It will dxa}t you rooretkan a ducal coronet; In 
conjunction with wealth or honours, or both^ it wiU 
. render you the ble&iftg tod the glory of yowfoadti- 
•try. Remember also* that, if you slight religion, 
tiki Providence which gaveyou riches, witt punish 
yo^itigratittidfl by a curse. • 

Aftai^a youth spenthtpreparidiqh, in the study 
Of the classics, of morsl abd natural philosophy, and 
in the correction of the temper and the disorders of 
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the passions, it will be time to cuter on the proper 
employments of a mature age# You wilt fery 
laudably desire to have a share in the legislation ; 
you* will take upon youHhe office of a justice of 
t peace j you will be ready at all times to sit in judg- 
ment on the Nearest rights of ^ouf countrymen as a 
jurynjari*; you will willingly assume the office of 
guardian to public charities, inspector of public 
works, giving your time and your presence for the 
public benefit: ft gift often more valuable than a pe* 
cuniarv benefaction. You will use your influence 
to inquire into and to connect abuses of trust, te re- 
move nuisances, to improve roads, to build bridges, 
to repair public buildings, «and to encourage all 
works of public oiparaent and utility# • 

These may constitute ygur public employments. < 
You have many of q private nature scarcely less ne- 
cessity. I would reconjmend it to you to live, if 
not the whole year, yet alHltHt part of k which is 
not necessary to be spent near the senate-house, on 
vOttr own estate m the •country. ^ Condescend to 
look into your affiur^ and into alfthe more important 
matters of (economy yourself# This will employ 
you well, and will prevent injugtice to your trades- 
men, and embarrassment to yourself and your off- 
spring. It will prevent that •ruin, which, at this 
time, stalks over the land, and diffuses desolation# 
Yaw will study to improve agriculture : a delightful 
employment, and capable of producing great advan- 
tages, since agriculture hp* long # been in the hands 
of tho«4 who, frbm the obstinacy of ignorance, ap- 
pose all attempts to introduce new methods of culti- 
vation. You will adorn your ground# qrith planta- 
tions# and not forget to drop the acorn* wjneh it to * 
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on will adopt something of # ie old British hoe- 
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pitality. You will, indeed, dp right to select your 
guests; for indiscriminate hospitality tends, oufyto 

} >romote gluttony and discourage merit. Men of 
earning, and all good men, for your own sake and 
for theirs, ought to claim your exclusive favour. 
Let your feasts bd feasts where the mihd, as well as 
the palate? may be delighted. Discountenance the 
profligacy of your neighbours by the silent but 
powerful reproof of neglect. Be not carried away 
oy the fascination of fashion and grandeur, but love 
and cherish merit in all its obscurities. 

Fsee from all professional avocations, you will 
have ample leisure to attend to your family ; a field 
well fitted for the display of the best virtues and 
most valuable qualities. Every family is a little 
community, and he, whq^governs it well, supports a 
.very noble character, that of the paterfamilias , or 
the patriarch. "The proper management of: the 
various tempers and dispositions which compose 
large families, the reformation of abuses, the correc- 
tion of errors, the teaching of duties, will by them- 
selves claim a considerable sharp of your time and 
attention. But, i F you have many children, you 
need never want employment. The care and in- 
struction of them, in all the various duties and de- 
partments, might yety honoifrably fill a life. You 
must beware of falling into a common and fatal error 
among the favourites of fortune, that of thinking 
domestic pleasures, cares, and duties, beneath their 
attention. 6 * e r * 

Though you have tip appointed profesa^ Jot 
your assumed profesiioh be todo gooa, of every sort 
aud in every degree,;pfe^ ^ipu are able. The 
wood abounds with evgyferf; natural, real/ and 
imaginary. He he can, wher- 

ever his influence extend^ to mitigate and remove 
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it| is the true gentleman.- Others are only esquires, 
knights, baronets, barons, viscounts, carls, mar- 
quises, dukes, and kings.' 


No. XXXVI. a The Want of Personal Beauty a 
frequent Cause of Virtue and Happiness . 


It has been justly said, that no one ever despised 
beautyfyjio possessed it. It is, indeed 1 , a noble pri- 
vilege to be able to giveepleasure, wherever one 
goes, merely by one’s presence, and without the* 
trouble of exertion. Tqe respect*whicb is, paid tq 
beauty, and the recommendation it eives«*o all our 
good qualities, are circumstances sufficiently advan- 
tageous to render the {fcrson, wl^o has been blest 
with it, sincerely gmteful. % 

• But the majority of raanlfind, if they are not de- 
formed, ore yet not beautiful. % And this is a wise 
and benevolent dispensation jof Providence ; for, 
notwithstanding the pretensions of beauty, I am 
convinced, that the want of it is attended with great 
benefit to society. Man is naturally desirous of 
rendering himself^ in some respect, valuable and 
amiable; and, i£be baa nothing external to recom- 
mend hfm, will endeavnii|t to compensate bis d$fect 
by the acquisition dfintpirnal excellence. » But that 
the virtues of the heart* and the abilities of the un- 
dersftnding, .cent* into mmfn more to public benefit 
than anycorppre^ aecorapikbmem, is a truth which 
needs no illustration. ,, 

, It is indeed a wSU-kJown fact, that the b^t 

VOL. XL I. 
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poet*, philosophers, writer*, Wi artists, have been 
of the number of those who were, in sente measure, 
prevented in their youth from indulging idleness and 
profligacy, either by some constitutional infirmity, 
or by the want of .those personSlgracefy which are 
the greatest allurement to a lire of dissipation. 
Among a thousand instances, in confirmation of this 
truih, I will select that of Pope.; to die deformity 
and imbecility of whose body we may attribute his 
early and constant application to poetry. Whete 
there are powerful solicitations to the pleasures of 
sensd, very little attention will be paid to the pure 
delight* of the mind. 

Skit it b more partTcularly my design to point 
out some advantages attending tke want cf* beauty 
in* women i a want whhft will always be considered 
•by them as a misfortune. But all misfortunes 
admit of consolation ; and many of them, under a 
judicious* conduct, may be metamorphosed into 
blessings. But while I consider the ttdvantagesjjt- 
tending the want of personal charms, I must not be 
understood to undervalue beafity. If we admire 
the lifeless works of c art, much more should we bo 
delighted with the Imng feature, m which are united 
symmetry and expression. If 4s natures command 
that we should be oharmed ^with her productions, 
both animate and foammate; and our hearts are 
most willingly obedient when She bids us admire 
beauty in dur own species, ‘v, r Ja*te, fancy,and*fiee- 
tion, are then all at assaulted, 

and 4 would be as ufe#a$rat &s it |» ja tain to resets 
by refusing our \ 

v$ut aft& our shall find, 

when we exercise judgment, what 

experience has in^l/^^i^oved, that pbun 
*■ men are the It aly appear jpa- 

ioxical, but I wQiMtt it tu be true, that plain 
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women ere usually found, as the companions o£Hfet 
the most agreeable* They are indeed for the most 
part, X do not say always, the best daughters, the 
best wives, the bast mothers; most important rela* 
lions* and most honourable .to those who support 
them tyith propriety, They who aim npt at such 
chasacteis, but live only to display a pretty face, 
can scarcely rank higher than a painted doll, hr a 
blockhead, placed with a cap on it, in a millener’t 

Window, 

Tljere is something of an irritability in tlid consti* 
tution of women whose minds are uncultivated, Which, 
when increased by opposition, and confirmed by 
habit, usually pruduces a termagant, a shrew, or * 
virago: characters jvhich, from the torment the^ 
occasion, may be said greatly to participate of an 
infernal nature. Nothing but reading, reflection; 
and* indeed what is called a libertt education, can 
in genet \\ smooth this natural asperity* <A woman 
who, by attending to her face, is led to neglect the 
nfluil* and who, besides? has beeq flattered in her 
youth by the admires* of her tyauty, seldom fiiils, 
in the more advanced peribds of her life, to vent 
the virulence of her temper, iffcw soured and black- 
ened by neglect, o* ell who have the misfortune to 
approach her* HerJnusband’ if she has peradven- 
ture entangled some miserable wight, undergoes 
sucfi torments as m%bt justly rescue him from pur- 
gatory, by the plow of already having suffered it. 

But folly andJ«i^K>b are almost as pregnant 
with domestic wmfyf h** bad temper. Amf how 
shall she avoh$ mW and ignorance, with jm their 
train of whists, tiwtaftest, fears, fal**s delicacies, 
vanity, pridd, envy, peevishness, fret* 

fulness, diihflsfassate^ wa#*e$$ of nerves, who 

has spent aH the 1 days whpt the was young, and all 
the days she iheoflprherJbtf young, at her toflqfte. 
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and under the hands of the friseur? She found 
herself admired wherever she went, without saying 
or doing any thing admirable. She 1ms thercfoic 
saved herself the trouble 0 of forming a taste for 
reading, or a lmbit of thinking:. But beauty is a 
rose which boon withers. She loses the power of 
pleasing others; and, alas! possesses none to pl*a^e 
herself, which can supply the place of flatten y and 
pretended adoration. As her life began and con- 
tinued ill folly, so it ends in misery. If she married, 
she was useless at least, and probably tormenting 
to her husband. If she continued unmarried, she 
possessed few qualities to render her acquaintance 
solicited, *\nd none thaii could afford her a rational 
amusement in solitude. 

It may indeed happen, that a beautiful woman 
may bo educated with uncommon vigilance, Jlwt 
she may possess a remarkably good understanding, 
and as good a disposition. In this case, her beauty 
will be doubly valuable, not only from its real ex- 
cellence when combined c «- ith a cultivated und6r- 
fctanding, but from the difficulty*of attending to the 
graces of the mind amidst the cares of the person, and 
the flattery of foolish admirers. It is certainly pos- 
sible, that a beautiful woman jmay be as accom- 
plished as a plain wonSan, anrf t I know that, in this 
age, there are many instances of it; but I am speak- 
ing of probabilities, and 1 think it much more pro- 
bable, that plain women will be, in general, better 
furnished with th$se two ♦necessary ingredients to 
domestic happiness, a corrected temper, and a cul- 
tivated understanding. 

Let us suppose a case, for the ri&e of exempli- 
fying the subject, and let it ta something like- the 
following. A young lady, whose person is plain, 
cannot help observing ho«|<nuch she is neglected at 
public assemblies, and w|at Universal attention is 
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paid to beauty? She tf.ill naturally feel a desire to 
jpartake of the refipect. She revolves in her’mind 
# tlic most likely methods of accomplishing her pur- 
pose. As to her features and shape, it is ijn vain to 
think of altering thpun. She must draw her resources 
from her ftiind and her temper.* She will study to 
collect ideas, in order to render her fconversarion 
agreeable. She will therefore read, and observe? 
and reflect? and remember. Her eager desire to/ 
£ain esteem will stimulate her industry? and give 
steadiness to her application. With these she can- 
not Tail to succeed. Hyr mind will be stored with 
knowledge, winch will produce itself in conversa- 
tion with all the graces of ease and elegpnce. The 
improvement oHier mind will have o natural effect 
in the improvement of hqj temper; for every part 
of polite learning^ends to soften and harmonize the 
disposition. But she will also pay particular atten- 
tion to the regulation of her temper; for she will 
justly argue, that envy and ilbnoture whI add dis- 
tortion and ugliness tow. set of features originally 
not worse than pl|jm or indifferent. She will study 
to compensate her defects, not only by rendering 
herself intelligent and good tempered? but useful. 
She will therefor^ study the practical parts of do- 
mestic ceconomy ; tftose parffc of humble but valua- 
ble knowledge, with which a fine lady, with a fine 
face, wguld scorn |o meddle? lest she should be de- 
filed. Thus sensible* good tempered, and useful, 
her company would be fought by men of sense and 4 
character ; an<f, if anyone of them should be dis- 
posed to marry, I have little doubt but t$at she 
would be his choice, in preference to a mere beauty? 
who has scarcely one excellent or useful quality to 
render her a goo&Vife? mother? and mistress of a 
family. *.• 

Suppose our plain ladj married. Her gratitude 

& & * s 
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will be powerfully excited In return for the pre- 
ference given to her amidst so many others who 
are talked of, and toasted, and admired. All her' 
attention will be bestowed inonakittg the man happy # 
who has’ made her happy in so flatteririg a manner. 
Her understanding 1 has been enlightened, and' her 
temper sweetened by her own exertions. gho 
will .therefore be an entertaining as well us tender 
and affectionate companion. $hc has been accus- 
tomed to solid pleasures, for her plain person se- 
cluded her from vanity. She therefore seeks andf 
finds comfort at home. S[ie is not always winning 
to frequent the places of public amusement, but 
thinks the day happily fJ&ed, if she can look back 
and find no ‘domestic duty omitted. 

Suppose her a mother. As site lias furnished 
herself with ideas, she will be able to impart them 
to her children. She will teach them to entertain a 
pion er knowledge of the w6rld, and not lead them, 
by her example, to admire only its vanities. She 
will be able to educate hen. daughters completely; 
and to initiate and improve her sgns. In the mean 
time, the fine lady, Who 'has b$en taught to idolize 
her own face, and to doat on vanity, will neither be 
able nor willing to interest herself in such disagree- 
able matters as the cart of her #, owy children, whom 
she almost detests, since they make her look old os 
they grow up, and are an impediment to her extra- 
vagance and dissipation. At the, age of thirty or 
* forty, whether or the twq v is the more amiable? 
Who now takes nbtice ef the plainf lady’s face, or 
the handsome lady’s beauty? The plain lady, in 
all probability, is esteemed, and the handsome lady 
pitied or despised. Bat U not all ; for the .one 
is happy and useful, the otbei* burthensoroe and 

Juvenal, in his celebrat^l satire on the vanity of 
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human wishes, laments that the accomplishment of 
our wishes would often lie the cause of our destruc- 
tion, and that such are our prayers, that, if heaven 
were always propitious, ait would often he unkind. 
Who wishes rfot beauty in his children ? Yet beauty 
has ITecu the bane of myriads, • w hum deformity 
n»igl|t nave saved from ruin, and rendered useful, 
happy, and respectable. 

i have thus attempted, in this paper, to console 
that very worthy part of the sex, who have not to 
ifo.ut the finest tincture of a skin, nor the most per- 
fect symmetry of shape and features, mid who arc 
often not only neglected, *but even ridiculed by the 
unfeeling man of pleasure.* Jt is surely a comforta- 
ble reflection, that, though nature ha.%tftated their 
persons father riilk*ty, her apparent malignity may 
be turned to a benefit ; ami that a very plain sys- 
tem*of features muy really be the cause of rendering 
them more engaging, ana more permanently happy, 
as well as better able to communicate Tiappincss, 
than the most celebrated toast, wbose mind is un- 
imbellisbcd. She jndeed may sMne a little while 
in the fashionable* sphere* while she exhibits the 
transitory gloss of novelty, Jbut soon drops her 
honours, like the gaudy tuliff, and it no nforc re- 
membered. • 


No. XXXVII. 9 On an j!xcemvc*and Indiscriminate 
Lows of Company, and an Abhorrence of Occasional 
Solitude. 


There are few conditions less desirable than that 
of the maxi who has no Resources in himself, and 
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who k totally dependent bn others for liis daily 
amusement* Yet there are great numbers who 
consider solitude as synonymous with misery, ana 
who are ready to associate with any company, rather 
than be left alone. This weakness', for a great 
weakness it is, refndets the mind base and mean 
enough to 'submit to any neglect, coolness, dr con- 
tempt, iu order to be admitted into a party, or not 
to be excluded from a dinner. It is the cause and 


die consequence of a feverish and restless state, 
totally inconsistent with solid comfort and rational 
enjoyment. . 

The love of company and of social pleasures is 
indeed quite natural, anti is attended with sonic of 
the sweetest ^satisfactions of human life; but, like 
every other love, when it proceeds beyond the 
limits of moderation, it ceases to produce its natural 


effect, and termksates in disgustful satiety. The 
foundation-stone and the [ftHar, on which wc build 
the fabric* of our felicity, must be laid in our own 
hearts. Amusement, mirth, agreeable variety, mid 
even improvement, may be sometimes sought in the 
gaiety of mixed cofrmaay, a ad in the usual diver- 
sions of the world t out, if we found our general 
happiness on these, we shall dotyitle more than raise 
castles in the air, or build bodies on the sand. 

To derive the proper pleasure and improvement 
(Yam company, it ought to be select, and to consist 
of persons ot character, respectable b<#h for their 
morals and their understandings. Mixed and un- 
distinguished society tends only to dissipate our 
ideas., and Induce a laxity of principles and practice. 
JOm pleasure it affords ^ ©f a coarse, mixed, noisy, 
Bgprude kind* Indeed it; commonly ends in weari- 
wss and disgust, as even they ate ready to confess, 
who yet constantly pursuc it, «$ if the chief good 
consisted in living in a cr<Jwd. « 
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Among those, indeed who arc exempted by their 
Circumstances from professional and official employ- 
ments, and who professedly devote themselves to a 
life of pleasyre, little Use seems to constitute the 
idea, of pleasure, but an unceasing succession of 
company , public or private. Tfu* dross, und other 
ciroumstances preparatory to tlie enjoyfhent of this 
pleasure, scarcely leave a moment for roHetfion. 
J)av after day is spent in the same toilsome round, 
Jill a habit is formed, which renders dissipation ne- 
cessary to existence. One week without it would 
probably induce a lowness of spirits, which might 
terminate in despair and suicide. When the mind 
has no anchor, it will sutlers kind of shipwreck ; it 
will sii^v in whirlpools, and be darficdf on rocks. 
What, indeed, is life or ity enjoyments without set- 
tled principles, laudable purposes, mental exertion?, 
nnif internal comfort? Jit is merely a vapour, or, to 
drop the language of figure on so scrimp a subject, 
it is'n state worse than non-entity, si neb it possesses 
a* restless power of art ion productive of nothing 
but misery. % # 

I very seriously recommend, therefore, to all who 
wish to enjoy their existence (and who entertains 
not that wish?), that they should acquire not only 
a power of hcaringjbut of taking a pleasure in tem- 
porary solitude, livery ope must, indeed, some- 
times be alone. Let him not repine when he is 
alone, butdearn to set a value on the golden mo- 
ments. It is then that be is enabled to study him-* 
sell' 4hd the world around him. It is then that he 
is led to see tilings as they are, and to remove the 
deceitful veil, which almost every thing assumes in 
the* busy scene of worldly employments. The" soul 
is enabled to retire into herself, and to exert those 
energies, which arc alyptys attended with sublime 
pleasure. She is tnabfcd to see the dependent, 
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frail! and wretched state of man as the child of na- 
ture, and incited by her discovery to implore grade 
and protection from the Lord of the universe. They, 
indeed, -who fly from solitftde, can seldom be reli- 
gious ; for religion requires meditation. They may 
be said to live without God in the world ; not, it is 
true, from atheistical principles, but from a care- 
lessness of disposition ; 0 truly deplorable state, the 
consciousness of which could not fait to cloud the 
gaiety of those halcyon beings, who sport in the 
sunshine of unremitted pleasure. 

I may, 1 believe, assert/ that the love of pleasure, 
Ihe follies of fashion, and,the extravagancies of dis- 
sipation, a se greater Chernies to religion, than all 
the writers who have endeavoured,to attract notice 
by attacking the establishment. Many, it is to be 
feared, have lived and died in the regions of gajety, 
Without everhavid^ felt a sqpifte of religion. Prayers, 
sermons, ahtitches, the clergy, and the gospel, were 
things whichsoever struck them, and from which 
they receivld no paore impression than a blind man 
from the exhfyitumtOf a pageant. To feel the fine 
sensibilities of devotion, It is necessary to commune 
our own hearts, «4pon our beds, and to be still. 
If we bad but pouragOto withdraw ourselves from 
the world, we shouldoften fintfjn our study, and on 
our knees, such pleasures as tbe*wor1d cannot give. 

I may also am 9 that few will be found to display 
prudence or consistency of conduct, who do not 
sometimes step aside from the tumujt ofthe throng, 

. to consider eoofiy their circumstances and si tuation. 
Life cannot proceed fortuitously without incurring 
momentary danger. * Plant of conduct must be 
formed, precautions taken, errotg retrieved, amf the 
probabilities of futurity considered. But all this 
requires thought, and thoqght, retirement. 

Not only religion, virtue, add prudence, will be 
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promoted by ooc^onafrolitude, but a relish will be 
given to the rational enjoyments of a pleasurable 
life. Vicissitude is essential $o every state of dura- 
ble enjoyment, tie aha* has spent a # little, part of 
his tyroe in doset, or in bis groves! will partake 
of the gaieties of the assembly tfitli fresh delight, 
as frmun, when he is hungry, finds uif additional 
flavour in bis daily food. , But it must be remem- 
bered, that, in recommending solitude, 1 mean only 
occasional solitude. There is no doubt but that 
man is made for action, and that his duties and 
pleasures are often most numerous and most impor- 
tant amidst the busy hum of men. Many vices, 
and many corrupt dispositions, have bgen fostered 
in a solitary Ijfij. , Monkery is not favourable to 
liuman nature or human happiness; but neither is 
unlimited dissipation. Cautions and remedies must 
always be applied, where the greatest danger ap- 
pears. And I think it "will admit no ^spute, but ; 
that, in this age and nation, men i *re much more 
lifiely to be injured by mo constant ^intercourse 
with the world, than by too mucit retirement V 
But nothing without moderation i* durable or 
wise. Let there be a sweet interchange of retire- 
ment and association, of repose and activuy, A 
few hours spent ev^y day bythe votaries or plea- 
sure in serious meditation, would render their plea * :j 
sure pure, and more unmixed with misery. It ^ 
would give them knowledge, so that they would seer 
how far they might advance in their pursuit without* 
dang A; and resolution, so that they might retreat 
when danger approached. It would teach them 
bow to live ; a knowledge, which, indeed* they think 
they possess already ; and it would also teach them, 
what they are often too Utile spKci&us to learn, 
how to die. 
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No. XXXVIII. Reflections on the Art qf Physic. 


We cannot help feeling a*pleasurc, mixed indeed 
with severe' regret, while we look back on the An- 
tediluvian World, ami read the fabulous accounts 
of a golden age. The absence of that natural evil, 
which has ever since infused into the cup of human 
felicity a bitter mixture, must have rendered ex- 
istence an uninterrupted pleasure, and must bine 
heightened every actual enjoyment, by admitting 
the comfortable reflection, that present indulgence 
was not to be "paid for by future pqjo. 

Itut, alas 5 the golden ?ge existed only in the re- 
gions of poetry. Moral evil sown made its ap- 
pearance in ab anhnal so imperfect as man, and had 
an immediate tendency to produce natural. The 
gratification of the animal appetites was, for obvious 
reasons, connect^ with pleasure ; and, in order to 
prolong or improve \fiai pleasure, recourse was had 
Jo refinement and excess TMse not only super- 
induced, disease, but Occasioned an imbecility, that 
rendered it more difficult to be removed. 

Man, furnished by nature with a greater suscepti- 
bility of pleasure, thaw was indulged to other ani- 
mals, was possessed likewise of a superior sagacity, 
which- enabled hint to modify and heighten his en- 
joyments with all tbc subtlety of art* His boasted 
reason becaibe the pander of his appetite. A taste 
for simple food and simple manners, the one the 
best preservative of healH^ jdie other of innocence, 
was lost amid the acquired atfcant/tges of civilizatVon. 

The human I>ody, even in the earliest ages, and 
before the universal prevalence of luxury, was in- 
deed exposed to various diseased Its complicated 
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oS-giini/a^ion rendered Its motions easy to be re- 
tarded or obstructed by tlie unavoidable influence 
bf an atmosphere. We find that animals, who ap- 
proach nearly to a state* of nature, are yct # subject 
to a variety \)f distempers. The moil useiuJ aux- 
iliary ot man is known to.labbur tinder many violent 
disorders, though his food his a puref vegetable 
proiTuction, presented to him in its highest perfec- 
tion, and not adulterated by the hand of man. In 
the infancy of ‘the world, it may reasonably be con- 
cluded from analogy, the body was produced in a 
stronger and sounder sta^p, than after the lapse of 
many thousand ages, when vice 1ms contaminated the 
very sources of populations Freeh frqpi the hand 
of plastic nature, the body was not only more beau? 
tiful and proportfonate, but less disposed to- admit 
moihid commixtures, ana better enabled to expel 
tlum. Yet even then, the effects of the weather, 
of accidents, of long fasting, or repletion* were ne- 
cessarily felt, and were followed by disease* 
-Exposed to wants, to external dangers, am! inter- 
nal weaknesses, Hi® impatient nflnd of' man soon 
applied itself to the invention ot arte, which taught 
compendious methods of supply* of defence, and of 
remedy. The use of iron once, discovered, gave 
him the superiority a>f a more eleyated order of 
beings over those to whom it continued unknown, 
and the dominion which he acquired oyer the brutes, 
exalted him still higher in the scale of dignity and 
power. But though labour was facilitated and se- 
curitycobtained? yet neither mechanical ingenuity, 
nor the protection gained by adventitious power, 
could allay the heat of a fever, or assuage the vio- 
lence of pain ; evils which attacked him in ’the 
hpurs of his repodfe, and found their way to him 
through the wails of the fam part or the castle. 

The ptiftonai footings 7 of the sufferer, and the 
\ol. xlu f 1 • 



206 


Knox’s essays. 


n° 38 . 


anxiety of those who were most nearly allied to him 
by the ties oT blood and affection, incited the spirit of 
industry and research to procure alleviation. Charms 
and amulets were (lie first expedients suggested to 
therude mind of the barbarian, ever more inclined 
to indulge the delusive ’hopes of superstition, than 
to listen to^the voice of sober reason. But even 
these expedients, inadequate as they appeared, 
were yet often productive of beneficial effects. 
Many disorders, if not quite imaginary, derived 
much of their violence from the force of imagina- 
tion From the same source their cure was cj be 
obtained. A bead worn a certain time, an insigni- 
ficant ceremony performed with the rituals of su- 
perstition, c6u!d not effect any immediate alteration 
m the Ittiimal ceconomy ; but thhy'pave ease to the 
mind of the sufferer, and," by restoring chccrfulne*$ 
and spirits, often became really efficacious. * 
4 Nor were these fanciful rrtetliods of cure confined 
to the ageslsf Ignorance. They who are acquainted 
with vulgar life, as it appears at present, and the 
manners of those who reside at a distance from the 
Capital, must have Observed a vSriety of supersti- 
tious practices scarcely to be equalled in absurdity 
> by the rudest n&tjofis. There are, for instance, 
many methods of coring an agaS, without internal 
or external application. The poor patient has re- 
course to sotoe aged matron, who, like the god of 
physic, professes the arts of medicine and prophecy; 
*and he seek# aot the aid of the regular practitioner, 
while he can obtairf the supernatural assistance of a 
charm. He waits without reluctance for relief; the 
disorder decreases by the effects of time and con- 
stitutional vigour; the credit of the cure is gjveu 
to the charm : he recommend# it % his turn to others, 
and superstition prevails in an enlightened age, amid 
M the triumphs of truthjwd philosophy. 
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Medicine w*s however early cultivated m an art, 
•rounded on certain principles, and confided in by the 
sensible part of mankind as the most probable means 
of relief- The slaughter of victims for ‘sacrifice, 
andrnf annals for food, gave ao opportunity of in* 
spccting the parts of organized bodies,^ which boro 
a gfeat analogy to the human constitution. ChU 
rurgery and physic derived from this source equal , 
opportunities. for improvement. Indeed, it » pp‘ '* 
Vim jed, that chirurgical operations were the first 
efforts of the medical art. External maladies, as 
they were most visible, c’alled more immediately for 
relief ; and external application was the easiest and 
most obvious to reflection. * Both branch** .of the 
art, long after its invention, were uni&d in t$e same 
professor, as they usual)j*are at present among our 
rural practitioner. There is indeed Sufficient rea- 
son for their combination, since a skill In them 
must, in great measure, result from a Mofledge of 
the same principles ; yqt, at the same time, each of 
them will probably be carried to * greater height, 
wlien separately [ftjrsucd by different persons. This 
indeed seems to accord wit|t the decision* of ex* 
perience ; for, of those who have arrived ataingular 
eminence in either*qf these aits, few have chosen to 
invade the province of the other. . Cheselden did 
not prescribe in a fever, nor did Hadcfiffis undertake 
an amputation. 

The Greeks, whose happy polity yr* $ admirably# 
adapted to calk forth alf those fine, qualities of the 
mind with which they were singularly furnished by 
nature, advanced not only the ornamental arts of 
paigting, poetry, and sculpture, to perfection* but 
cultivated the useful one of physic with a success, 
which has enabled the nwderna to make their boasted 
improvements. Thq wrtnrfgs oF Hippocrates, though, 
for obvious reasons, sligltted fry the busy psacti- 
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tioner, arc Jield in high estimation by the learned 
physician. And if the prescriptions of the Ceah 
Seem to want simplicity, and fan of their effect at 
this period and in our climate; yet h^ve they been 
of essential service; to [he art, by introducing jvhat 
is called the dogmatical nfothod in the place of the 
empirical ; f and their failure as remedies may be 
J’gaslmably attributed to the alterations which the 
Wlian frame is found to undergo in the revolution 
of ages, by a general change of dietetic regimen-, 
by removing to different climates, and incorporating 
with races of men, who seem to he distinguished 
from the rest, even in they bodily organization. 

Though the writiogs'nf the anfients, of the (« re- 
dan Hippocfates and Galen, unit of the .Arabian 
Rhazcs and Avicenna, arc often talked of by the 
modern professor, yet arc they seldom read. ,Kx- 
perience, which, After all, i^tbe surest test of utility, 
seems Co justify the neglect. Practical medicine is 
less indebted to books, than any other liberal art. 
The occasional wyieties oP distempers are infinite; 
their complications ^disguise them, and often pro- 
duce a new species, or <me that has never been de- 
scribed, with accuracy. He who has recourse to 
syst^ras, is at a stand when bosses a symptom un- 
observed before; tytit fie who has studied nature in 
the original, how to change his intentions, 

and adapt endless remedies to the endless variety 
m of disorder*. * Yet theory should certainly go before 
pract ice in the preparation for this profession ; and 
the physician* who lias not read a great deaf in his 
v youth, will appear not only illiberal but grossly 
Ignorant. 

4 For many similar instances, lfytdcliffe may b£ se- 
lected to prove, that great practical skill, as well as 
fame in this art, is attairiafile merely by the aid of 
experimental physiology. Iie*indeect 5 it is said, 
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xyas a genius in medicine- To books h<§ owed but 
little, and was ambitious to appear less ihfkbted. 
them than he really was. He knew, it*is true, that 
experience, the safest guide after thfe mind is pre* 
pared for her instructions by previous institution, 
is agt, without such preparation to degenerate to a 
vulgar and presumptuous empiricism- lie there* t 
fore laid a foundation of general and liberal kncflfi^ 
ledge derived* from books, on which he erected a 
ftohle superstructure, with materials supplied" by 
observation. He certainjy possessed, in an eminent 
degree, a sagacity which 'nature had. bestowed. But 
he was not a man ofproftAjigl and accurate science* 
Perhaps, like many of his profession # he owed a 
great prfrt of his^’afhc and fortune to the caprice of 
fashion, and the concurrence of favourable circum- 
stances. If lie did not, by his own discoveries, -ad- 
vance the boundaries iff knowledges he took the 
wisest methods for its improvement at Mh death, by 
the most ample benefactions to the University of 
Oxford. Through the wisdom of 4 their application 
he still continues A promote the benevolent pur- 
poses of the medicjM profession, in a general infir- 
mary, raised there by his posthumous ^bounty* 
Science gratefully Attributes 40 the sortie source, a 
library and observatory, happily placed in a centri- 
cal situation, whence the streams of knowledge, like 
the blood circulating from the heart- $re generally 
diffused- Oxford has indeed been long in posses- 1 
si on of advantages favourable uf the study of theo- 
retic physic, but scarcely afforded any oppportuni- 
ties for practical information, till the erection of 
the Jiadclivian infirmary- And now, since the clini- 
cal lecture is established tn it, the students will no 
longer be constratrt$d t<ys£ek improvement in the 
Hospitals of tire capital, or at a remote University- 
Academical honours arc conferred on tliijftiro- 
tT* 
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fessio.n, and it commonly leUds to wealth and popu- 
lar esteem ; but it was not ao honourable among the 
Romans as among us, and ajl the modern nations of 
Europe.' It was commonly in the beards of slaves, 
and Antonius Musa i« almost the only physician in 
the golden /igc of learning who is mentioned with 
respect. It now possesses the rank and esteem 
which it deserves. Our physicians have usually 
united polite learning with physiological knowledge. 
Many besides Linacie, Mead, Freind, and Akensidt*, 
have been no less celebrated in t lie schools of lm - 
inanity than of science, arid have been favoured by 
Apollo as much in their poetical as in their medical 
capacity. * ^ 

Harvey, from whom is derived #ne of the noblest 
discoveries of modern philosophy, 1ms greatly con- 
tributed to prompte the cultivation of polite IL* na- 
ture, together with the skift peculiar to the profes- 
sion. By instituting an annual Latin oration, he 
has rendered a knowledge f of the elegance of that 
language necessary to those of the faculty, who are 
desirous of being distinguisheiF as men of taste. 
As it might fall to lot of any individual to 
speak on the occasion, each has been solicitous of 
retaining that classic** learning,* which is too often 
forgotten, even by men of sense and judgment, soon 
after their mancipation from scholastic restraint. 
In pursuit of this end, they have formed a taste for 
classical works, and have been the patrons, the ad- 
mirers, and the cotaposers'of the most elegant pro- 
ductions. Indeed, in no order are there to be 
found individuals better informed, more polite, hu- 
mane, ingenious, than ant cog the regularly-Jjred 
physicians. c 

At the same time it is but just to add, that there 
ore great number*, and saime^fnong them not un- 
^poprJar, who are distinguished only by superior 
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avarice, impudence, fully, ignorance, aniUaflectation ; 
by qualities, which, though they can hardly fail to 
render them fashionable, are in themselves effemi- 
nate and despicable in the extreme. * 

It •must jjc confessed, that mapy of those, whoso 
business it is to combing and administer medicines 
according to the prescription of others, have, by 
the benefit of long observation, acquired real skill; 
and, though they have not to boast the advantage 
t»f u very liberal education, arc yet justly esteemed 
as ngperimcntal physicians. These constitute a 
very numerous class in the community, and as they 
are commonly appealed t*> in the first instance, and 
entirely depended upon by the middle and inferior 
ranks, their mcjieal influence is, <Jn the whole, 
more extensive than that #f those who hold a higher 
plage in the national estimation. — * 

When we turn our attention to tho lowest order 
of practitioners, empirics and pretenders, we see 
this noble art most disgracefully perverted. It is 
Indeed much to be lamented, that the inferior and 
more numerous chases of matdiind, who are most 
exposed to accidents, and Who have the fewest alle- 
viations, arc constrained by nidi ge nee to sock relief 
from men, who hffvf no othgr preparation for the 
exercise of this important art, but the humble em- 
ployment of macerating drugs in a mortar, tying 
labels to the necks of phials, conveying medicines 
to patients, sweeping a warehouse, or kindling the, 
fires j>( a laboratory* Such are often the most 
daring in the treatment of maladies, for ignorance 
is naturally presumptuous. Charity has however 
stept in to remedy the evil; and numerous hospi- 
tals scattered over the face of our country, have at 
once afforded an extensive field for the exertion df 
beneficence, and Ac b!& schools for the improve- 
ment of medicine/ In these places, skilful gby si- 
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cians^ preside, and the poor lrnve the advantage of 
regular attendance, of fresh and unadulterated me* 

\ dicines, of proper diet and plcanlmess, in a manner 
\ highly favouraole to cure, and which <tan hardly be 
surpassed by the conveniences of opulence* * 

Like th^ pretenders to inspiration in religion, 
there are many who boldly enter on the practice of 
this 4ft, totally destitute of preparatory instruction, 
and make a merit of their defect* Without 
even those few lights, which may be occasionally 
obtained in the course of a servile apprenticeship* 
they assume all the importance of sufficiency, and 
dictate with an oracular confidence. Against these 
vultures of mankind, hgainst these harpies of so- 
ciety* who scatter pain and death around, under 
pretence of affording relief ; and who, for the sake 
of supporting an unbecoming parade in life, .not 
OMiy delude, but destroy those who apply them 
as to friends, under the pressure of the heaviest ca- 
lamities, every honest mind frust feel an indignant 
sentiment. The loss occasioned by the deceiver, 
who preys on the possessions ©fhfiS fellow*creature*» 
may be repaired by subsequent industry or good 
fortune*, but deception, in tnis instance, is usually 
followed by destruction* t * 

But how shall an evil thus gef&raliy felt and com- 
plained of, be obviated, without an infringement of 
civil lilxTty ; that boasted privilege, of which we are 
'Sometime* more jealously tenacious than of health 
and life? Admonition u ineffectual; for of those 
who suffer, few hove not been apprized of the dan- 
'« ger of trusting to empiricism. 

The progress of empirical fame and success is 
easily traced, though not eosilyr n tarded. A power- 
f ,|ol medicine is exhibited to Oorne wretched imb- 
J, whose indigence fhottceafaitn to be grateful 
notice and assistance oF the ignorant. If 
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his complaint is removed, as it would# otherwise 
h&ve been by die silent operation nf time, ne is 
triumpliaotly dragged forth to public view, and his. 
name is .eddgd to attest the wonderful efficacy of 
the pretender’s nostrum. The regular practitioner 
is insulted. * Facts speak *for themselves^ and even 
men*>f sense hear and believe, The gaping crowd 
press rouuvl the mountebank, and swallow tbe'dow) 
of death with avidity, led on by the sunshiKe of dtv 
iosive hope, like the poor fluttering insect^ that is 
allurt^l to its own destruction by a deceitful blaze. 

Tlie wisdom and authority of the legislature might, 
indt cd, lessen or remove ^ie evil. But it has never 
>ct interfered, not. only frdhi an unwillingness to 
multiply. restraints Jn a free country* but perhaps 
fiom .1 doubt whether some equivalent advantage 
mayjiot arise from the liberty of attempting modi* 
cal experiments. It is ittruth soihewlmt mortifying 
to the regular votaries, or science, that jnaoy oi’the 
most important discoveries have been made by the 
ignorant and by chanc& Thosq who have been 
taught to adhere to systems are^omeUmea too much 
attached to the straight and known path, to permit 
themselves to venture evenVn proper deviation. 
While the uneducated experimentalist, a stranger to 
the prepossessions unavoidably derived from learning, 
is almost sure to acquire the merit of originality. 
Unacquainted with the paths of those who have 
gone before, he is under a necessity of pursuing # 
a track of his pwn. He is commonly bewildered, 
it is True, but yet it sometimes happens, that lie 
finds out a shorter or more agreeable road. In the 
infinite trials which his boldness instigates him to 
xnalft,he blunders go a useful discovery, which would , 
never have been known to the more expert and Oau* 
tious. Unfortunate indtoKluala suffer in the course 
of his inquiries, b&t the community at large is 
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sometimes' benefited by air accession to experimen- 
tal knowledge. 

In no profession is it mpre desirable, that there, 
should *bc examinations 'previous to a licence to 
practise. The want .of astrict examination will 
render a profession low and contemptible which was 
once highly honoured. 

l£ was indeed natural that medicine should be 
highly' honoured, and its first inventors or improvers 
exulted^o gods and demigods. As life itself is of 
small value without health, no wonder the restorers 
of health were ranked among the bestowers of life. 
The profession has always obtained a higher rank in 
the scale mf civil subordination, except, indeed, 
among the It onions. In this i oat r nee the 'moderns 
act the more wisely, if uhere is truth in the maxim, 
thfit, honour is the nurse of arts . 1 * 

. It is however greatly to ^regretted, that popular 
esteem is often misplaced, and rather tends to en- 
courage hold, presumptuous* and unblushing igno- 
rance, than to raise merit from the vale of obscu- 
rity. Fashion, jt i* allowed, hfcs contributed more 
to the establishment of many celebrated physicians, 
than any superiority* of knowledge that they pos- 
sessed. * This popularity, however, has sometimes 
been the cause of that merit, of which it ought to 
have been the effect. It has given men of moderate 
abilities and attainments, such numerous and ex- 
c tensive opportunities of improving by experience, 
as could not be dittoed 1 by the able, yet t unem- 
ployed. 

Fashion Vnay be allowed to rule with absolute 
sway in her proper province, in the mundus n$ulie- 
brisi but let her not dictate If) matters so important 
m the means of restmmgbealth. Among physi- 
cians of integrity and libera education, let her so 
vet* whom sbe pfeasesj but let her not set aside 
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thfi votary of science end philosophy, to ask the 
adyice of the needy,, the illiterate, ihe* bold em- 
piric. 


No. XXXIX. On the. Means of rendering Old Age. 
Honourable and Comfortable. 


It is a melancholy consideration that man, as be 
advances in life, degenerates in his nature, and 
gradually loses those tender feelings, wh/ch consti- 
tute one bf his highest excellencies. The tear of 
sensibility, said Juvenal, ft the most honourable 
characteristic of hufrianity. „ .«*» 

Whatever real pain may sometimes be occasioned 
by sensibility, is in general counterbalanced by 
agreeable sensations, whiqh are not the less sincere 
and soothing, because they do not excite the joy of 
thoughtless nierrimdbt* The anguish of the sympa- 
thetic heart is keen, but no leqp exalted are its gra- 
tifications. Notwithstanding aft that baa been said 
on the happiness of * phlegmatic disposition, every 
one who has formed a true estimate of things trill 
deprecate it at a curse that degrades his nature. 
It is tiie negative happiness of the dullest of quad- 
rupeds doomed to the vilest drudgerv. Who 
would wish to bwa Bceot&n whose lot had fallen in 
Attica ? 

Wretched however as is the state when the heart 
ceases to feel the quick vibrations of love and pity, 
we are all hasteniogHo it by dial law of our nature; 
which obliges us, when aijyived at a certain point of 
perfection, to recede with retrograde rapidity frofc 
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all that gave us the po\ver«of pleasing or receiving 
pleasure, * But if old age Were attended only wijth 
the deprivation of amiable qualities, the loss of 
sensibility might often be esteemed a happiness to , 
the individual, as it would prevent hisa from feeling 
one of the greatest of- natural and undeserved cala - 1 
mi ties. lVu the truth is, the absence of all* that is 
lovely is sometimes supplied hy all that is odiouu ; 
as in the season of winter, the verdure and music of 
tlie forest are not only no more, but are succeeded 
by the howling of the blast, and the dreary prospefct 
of nakedness and horror. ^ Old age, though ctead to 
many pleasing sensations,* is still most feelingly alive 
to pain. 4 © 

Of theac^oyils part it derived from nature, and is 
inevitable, and part from an 'efroncous ’conduct, 
which may be regulatcd^by reason and philosophy. 

JkVhen the body becomes debilitated by agev lan- 
guor or, pain must necessarily ensue. Bodily infir- 
mities gradually impair the strength of the mind. 
Uneasy sensations, continued for a long time, sour 
the native sweetness of the temper. And the 
peevishness, the meroseness, anh the severity which 
characterize the last sjtage of life, however disgustful, 
ore to be palliated, and no more deserve to be cen- 
sured as voluntary faults, limit the aching of the 
joint*. They are the natural result of mental pain, 
and follow from a wounded mind, no less sponta- 
neously or unavoidably, than blood gushes from the 
incision of tut artery. They disturb tranquillity, 
and poison convivial enjoyment , bat they ought to 
be patiently borne witb, rf^not from motives of hu- 
manity, yet from the consideration, that the day is 
noCfar distant, when we shall stand in need qf the 
same indulgence. And wemsy hereafter experi- 
mentally know how cutting to the heart are the 
impatient reproaches of these* bound by 
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the ties of conjugal, fjliat, and domestic duty, to 
jwoth tis under the pressure * of calamity, a«d, 
the pious poet expresses it, to rock the cradle of 
declining ago. • 

Bjjt expcronce proves, that old age is not alwav# 
attended vrith natural mfirrriity.* Original strength 
of constitution, or habitual temperance^ often pro- J 
ducc a green old age. In this case, the odious 
qualities usually attributed to that period are with- 
/nit excuse. Proportionate improvement should bo 
the effect of long observation and experience. The 
viceTif avarice, the characteristic distinction of the 
Inst singe of fife, is then more than ever unreasona- 
ble. It is no less absurd? & it has oftep been said, 
than to # provide a f greater quantity *ot stores, the 
nearer the voyage apprqpches to its conclusion* 
It is also the source of gvery other detestable dispo- 
sition. It habituates the heart ts suffer the sigfrt of 
woe without commiseration ; because pity prompts 
to relieve, and relief is attended with expense. 
H&rdness of heart, like* all its other tendencies, is 
increased by voluntary indulgence, and he who has 
long disregarded the happinesi or misery of those 
who were allied to him by the common tie of hu- 
manity, will soon become unkind among his nearer 
connexions, cruel to his fatnily and friends, and 
more cruel to himself. 

Another disposition, which causes the old man to 
be avoided by those who arc most capable of af- 
fording him amusement, an un reasonable auster i ty J 
of uuAiners. A stranger to the feelings of youth, 
and forgetful tliat he once was young, he judges 
even the innocent sallies of lively spirits, and a wann 
heart, by the severest dictates of rigid prudence. 
His judgment, however, he finds is little attended 
to by those, who are addressed on ail sides by a 
more alluring voidb, He becomes impatient and 

VOL, xu. *u 



NO 5<J. 


218 KNox'S ZBSAX&. 

querulous. He condemns ivety thing that is pro- 
ilucec 1 in the present times, .and extols the fashions, 
the diversions, the dress, the manners, the learning,' 

' the taste, that prevailed in<he days of his youth, 
and which appeared to him superior t6 those of the 
present times soleh because! his powers *>of percep- 
tion were then uioie lively and acute ; the very rea- 
eon why the present appear with such irresistible 
charms in the eyes of hw grandson. 

For the natural evils of old age, relief is to be 
sought from the physician rather than the moralist. 
But philosophy can assuage the pain which it* can- 
not cure. It can suggest reflections, which operate 
like balsam on cite wftuikds of the mind. It can 
teach us to bear those evils which it cannot remove, 
and, by calling forth our powers of resistance, 
enable us to alleviate the load. 

Yx”, however, are not capable of receiving* the 
benefits of philosophy. Fefw but those whose un- 
derstandings have, been cultivated, and affections 
refined bv liberal education, are able to understand 
or profit by the w&e precepts of an Epictetus or a 
Cicero. Of still gre&cr efficacy than the philosophy 
of these or any other writers,, religion steps in to 
infuse an ingredient* into the bitter cup of life, 
which never hiils to sweeten it^pd which is adapted 
to the taste of every human creature. 

Religion, indeed, is able of itself most effectually 
to dissipate the clouds, and to diffuse a sunshine on 
L the evening of life. But to those who are conver- 
sant in literature, \he celebrated treatise of €icero 
may be collaterally recommended as affording solid 
consolation. Many moral treatises, however just 
and pleasing they may appear on the perusal, a e of 
little use in the conauct o( life, 0 and terminate in 
speculative amusement. » Cut die Treatise on Old 
Age prescribe* rules, and sugg^is ideas, which, if 
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permitted to influence* practice, must render that; 
.period of life truly pleasing and honourable* Every 
old man, who wishes to bo wise and happy* and 
consequently an object* of respect, should turn it ! 
ova* as, Horace advises the student to peruse the V 
Greek volumes, by day hnd night. Nor can an ig- 
norance of the Latin language be pleaded in excuse 
for the omission, since the elegant translation of „ 
Mdmoth has preserved ait the meaning of the 
•original, together *ith a great slmrc of its grace and 
spird. 

The indigent and the uniostructed cannot enjoy 
the additional benefit o£ pagan wisdom ; but they 
have the comfort to know, that evangelical philoso- 
phy is tally adet^iatc to the cure of thcntal disease* 
and at the same time requires neither extraordinary 
abilities, not the opportunities of learned ltjfturfe. 
nor the toil of study. % An attendance upon the 
offices of religion, and on the duties of charity, at 
tlje same time that it fills up the vacant hours of 
superannuated life, wifli that gheerfulness which 
ever attends laudable employment, tends to inspire 
ideas of patience and resignation. A devotional 
taste or spirit will afford the foost lively enjoyments. 
The turbulent pleasures of youth may be succeeded 
by a religious fervour; by a flame which is capable 
of warming the cold blood of age, and of affording 
satisfactions similar to those of more youthful pas- 
sions, without their danger or criminality. 

Thus may the dignity of age be supported. And 
upon* its dignity greatly depends its happiness. It 
is that alone which can repel the insolence of 
youth, too often instigated by the levity of though t- 
lesi health* to forget the reverence which among 
the ancients was thought due to tlie hoary head. 
It is really lamentable io observe in many families, 
the aged parent slighted and neglected, and V\^v an 
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old-fash ionod piece of furniture, or useless lumber, 
thrown aside with contempt* Such treatment ft. 
disgustingly unnatural ; but it i s not easily to be 
avoided where there is no personal merit,. no au- 
thority derived froip superior wisdom to compensate 
the want of attractive qualities. Tenderness and 
affection may be patient and assiduous ; but who 
would not rat In r command the attention of respect, 
than excite the aid of pity ? For the sake, however, 
of domestic happiness, it should be remembered,* 
Shat the authoritative air of wisdom must b<\ tem- 
pered with a sweetness of manners; and it will be 
found, that the reverence, which does not exclude 
love, is the nrost desirable. 

To nreserve'Vhe sensibility of youth at an advanced 
period is difficult; becaiwe reason and philosophy, 
it' i«,t« be feared, can contribute ‘little to its conti- 
nuance, The loss of it is ajnatural consequence ot 
decay. Muvh of the milk of human kindness, as it 
is often called, flows from a fine contexture of the 
nerves ; a contexture wluchSs br jken, and a subtilty 
whi< h is destroyed by duration, 4 

Excess, however, nrecfpitales the effects of time. 
Temperance in youth/ together with the other ad- 
vantages of that happy period, jail! protract its sen- 
sibility. And among the many arguments for early 
wisdom, this must have great weight, that wisdom in 
youth is usually followed by happiness in age. 

* Perhaps nothing may contribute more to prolong 
the amiable dispositions of youth, than the retaining 
of u taste for its innocent amusements. We ‘often 
grow old in our sentiments, before we are stricken 
in years. We accustom ourselves to melancholy 
ideas of gradual decay, and before we arc incajmci- 
tatted for enjoyment, renounce the satisfaction which 
wc might pm take. Pleasurable ideas, no less than 
^uunftd, arc caught by sympathy. q He who frcuucnt* 
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ttio circles of jrouth and 'cheerfulness, will find him* 
ssJf involuntarily inspired with gaiety ; tik will /or a 
while forget his cares ; his wrinkles will be smoothed 
and his heart dilated. And though he will not ex- 
f pcriencc'thc Effect of Medea's caldron in the reno- 
vation of Ilia body, he will feel Ms mind, a great 
raea^jure, restored to its former vigour aid activity- 
The books we read in age will have a great in- 
fluence on the temper, as well as on the conduct 
<jnd the understanding. After a certain period, 
many of us, from motives of mistaken propriety, 
close t»ur books of entertainment, and peruse nothing 
but those serious treatises, which, though proper at 
certain times, vet, when* paused without variety, 
induce a settled melancholy, rather# fhan a prin*' 
ciplcd wisdom. Why should the imagination, that 
fertile source of # all that fs delightful, be left un r 
cultivated at a time when pleasures become *n»sst 
deficient? Why should the works of a Horace, *o 
Virgil, a Horner, he laid aside foj the meditations of 
a deneca and Antoninur#? The judicious mixture of 
hooks addressed t<^ the fancy, ‘with those which en- 
lighten the understanding, fcould increase the 
effect of both, at the same time that it would con- 
tribute to health and happincts by offordufg lively 
pleasure. • • 

Horace wished tGat he might not spend his old 
age without his lyre. Music is, indeed, a sweet 
companion in every stage of life, but to the last it is 
peculiarly adapted. It furnishes employment with-* 
out painful exehioo, and* while it charms the s£nse, 
sooths the heart* 
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No. XL* On the Hapjrinm qf Domestic UJe . 


An active life is deposed to many evils; which can- 
not reach % Ktnte of retirement; but it is found, 
by the uniform experience offmankind, to bo, upon 
the whole*, productive of tlvo most happiness. AH 
arc found desirous of avoiding the listiesftness of ai 
unemployed condition. Without the incentives of 
ambition, of fame, of interest, of emulation, men 
eaperly rush upon hazardous and painful enter- 
prises. Tfyerc is a quick succession of ideas. a warm 
flow of spirits, an animated sensation, consequent on 
exertion, which amply compensates the chagrin of 
disappointment, and the fatigue of attention. 

*One of the most useful effects of action is, tfmt it 
renders repose agreeable. Perpetual rest b pain of 
the most intolerable kind* But a judicious inter- 
change of rest and inotiou, of indolent enjoyment 
and strenuous efforts, gives a 4rue relish of life ; 
which, when too ttroqtal, is insipid, and when too 
much agitated, disgi^tfuk 
This sweet repose, which is necessary to restore, 
by relaxing the tone of the w^ry mind, has been 
sought forby the wisest and greatest of men at their 
< own fire-side. Senators and heroes have shut out 
the acclamations of an applauding world, to enjoy 
’ the prattling of th#ir litil&ones, and to mutake the 
endearments of family conversation. The/ knew 
that even their best friends, in the common inter- 
coumc of life, were in some degree] actuated by in- 
ter$s|ed motives in displaying their affection ; that 
many of their followers applauded them in hopes of 
reward; and that the giddy multitude, however 
zealous, were nor always jodfei&j* in their approba* 
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gem. But (he attention* paid them at their fire-side, 
Ihe smiles which exhilarated their own tabhf, went 
the genuine result of undissetnhlcd love. 

Tlic nunjpy has often alleviated Ihc fatigues of 
the Jbar and the senate-how#. Nothing contributes 
more to nfise the gcntljApIeasing emotions, than the 
view of infant innocence, enjoying the Captures of a 
game at play. All the sentiments of uncontrolled 
nature display themselves to the view, and furnish 
• matter for agreeable reflection to the mind of the 
philosophical observer. To partake with children 
in tneir little pleasures; is by no means unmanly. 
It is one of the purest sources of mirth, ft has ati 
influence in amending the heart, which necessarily 
takes a tun tun^ from the com nan/ that surround* 
us. Innocence as well sns guilt is communicated 
an^l increased l>y the contagion of example,, £hd 
the great author of evangelical philosophy ha* 
taught us to emulate tne simplicity of the infantine 
age. He seems indue* d himself to have been de- 
lighted with young children, pnd found in them 
what he in vain*bought amqpg those who judged 
themselves their auperidhu unpolluted purity of 
heart. » • 

Among the grtty variety of pictures, which the* 
vivid imagination of Homer has displayed through* 
out the Iliad, there is not one more pleasing than 
the family- piece, which represents the parting in- 
terview between Hector and Andromache. 
deeply interests the heart, while it delights the ima- 
gination. The hero ceases to be terrible, that he 
may become amiable. We admire him while ho 
stands completely armed in the field of battle ; but 
we*lovc him more while he is taking off his helmet, 
that he may not frighten bis little hm with its nod- 
ding plumes. We are refeshed with the tender 
scene of domestic^ love, while oil around tgcatliu 
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rage and discord* We are pleased to see the &nu, 
which ' 1 a shortly to deal death and destruction among* 4 
a host of* foes, employed in caressing an infant son 
with the .embraces of patents! love* A professed 
critic would attribute the pleasing effcA entirely to 
contrast; but the heart 'has^declared, previously to 
the' inquiries of criticism, that it is chiefly derived 
from tnc satisfaction, which we naturally take in 
beholding great characters engaged in tender and 
amiable employments. s 

But, after ail that is said of the purity and the 
solidity of domestic pleasures, they untoUun&tely 
appear, to a great part of mankind, insipid, un- 
manly, and <$pablc of satisfying none but the weak, 
the spiritless, the inexperienced, $ml the effeminate. 
The pretenders to wit nt^l modern philosophy are 
often found to renounce the received opinions of 
prdfflentittl conduct: and while they affect, a supe- 
rior liberality* to regulate flieir lives by the most 
selfish principles. Whatever appears to have little 
tendency to promote personal pleasure and advan- 
tage, they leave to* be performed by those simple 
individuals, who are fault* enough, as they say, to 
pursue tlje journey of fife bv the straight road of 
common sense. It is true* they i$dl allow*, that the 
* world must be replenished by 4, perpetual succes- 
sion , and it is no less true, that an offspring, once 
introduced into title world, requires all the care of 
gainful attention. But let the task be reserved for 
meaner spirits. If, the passions cun be gratified 
without the painful consequences of supporting a 
family* they eagerly setae the indulgence. But the 
toil of education they leave to those whom they 
deettiibois enough to take 0 pleasure in it. There 
will always be a sufficient nmtoher say they, whose 
folly wilt lend them, for fchtnftike of a silly passion, 
ealled^virtuou* love, to engage iff a life of perpetual 
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anxiety. The fool’s pwpdise, they add with a jeer, 
trill never be deserted. ' >> 

Presumptuous as are all such pretenders to newly* 
invented systems of liFetui&conduct, it is not to be 
supposed th#y will think themselves superior to 
Cicera Ytt Cicero, with all bfeliberality of mind, 
felt the tenderness of conjugal and paternal attach- 
ment, and acknowledged that, at one time, lie re- 
ceived no satisfaction in any company but that of 
his wife, his little daughter, and, to use his own 
epithet, his honied young Cicero. The great Sr 
Thomas More, whom nobody will suspect oi narrow- 
ness of mind, who by a very singular treatise 
evinced, that he was copabte of thinking and of 
choosing for himself, has left it on record, that he 
devoted a great sfutre of Ids time, from the united ' 
motives of duty and delight, to the amusement of 
his children, ** * 

It will be objected byMiose, who pretend to have 
formed their ideas of lift* from actual ^observation, 
that domestic hap pine. sa, however pleasing in de- 
scription, like many a poetic Sream, is but an 
alluring picture, designed* by^a good heart, and 
painted in glowing colours b% a lively fancy. The 
constant company* they urge, even of those wc 
love, ^occasions an insipidity. Insipidity grows into 
disgust. Disgust, long continued, sours tfle temper. 
Peevishness is the natural consequence. The do- 
mestic circle becomes the scene of dispute. Mu- 
tual antipathy tp ingenious in ejevising mutual tor-' 
moot. 4 Mullen silence or malignant remarks fill up 
every hour, till the arrival of a stranger causes a 
temporary restraint, and excites that good humour 
which ought to b^displsyed among those, whom the 
bunds of affection and Mood have already united. 

KxjHrriencc, indeed, | proves that those remarks 
arc sometimes vcr&ed. But that there is much 
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domestic misery, is no argument that there is no 
domestic happiness, or that the misery may not bg 
removed. 

Natural stupidity, natiflral ill-temper, acquired 
ill-habits, want of education, illiberal' manners, and 
a neglect of the Cotmhon«rules of discretion, will 
render every species of intercourse disagreeable. 
When those are united by connubial ties, who were 
separated by natural and inherent diversity, no 
wonder if that degree of happiness, which can only 
result from a proper union, is unknown. In the 
forced alliance, which the poet of Venusium men- 
tions, of the serpent w ith the dove, of I lie tyger 
with the Jfljnb, there ^can bo no love. When we 
expatiate on the happiness of the domestic groupe, 
we presuppose that all .who compose it are origi- 
nally assimilated by atfection, and arc still kept in 
utiiofj by discreet friendship. Where this is not tin* 
case, the censure must fall on the discordant dispo- 
sition of the partief, and not on the essential nature 
of family intercourse. * 

To form, under' the direction o r prudence, and by 
the impulse of virtdous dove, an early conjugal at- 
tachment, is one of the best securities of virtue, as 
well as the roost probable means *of happiness. The 
duties, which arc powerfully "failed forth by the 
relations tof husband and father, ore of that fender 
kind whftt^tnspires goodness and humanity. He 
who bchoM a woman whom he lovea, and an help- 
less infant iooking,up to him for support, will not 
easily be induced to indulge in unbecoming extra- 
vagance, or devote himself to indolence. Tie who 
has u rising family to introduce into a vicious world, 
will he cautious of setting a bat^ example, the con- 
tagion of which, when it proceeds from parental 
authority, must be irreailubly malignant. Thus 
many who, in their individual and unconnected state. 
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would probably have spent & life not only useless to 
Others, but profligate and cureless in itself, have 
become valuable members of the community, and 
have arrived at a degree of moral improvement, to 
whic4 they vvtnild not otherwise have attained. 

The. contempt in which domestic pleasures have 
in modern times been held, is a mark of*pr<»Aigacy. 
It is also a proof of a prevailing ignorance of real 
enjoyment* It argues a defect in taste and judg- 
ment, as well as in morals, tor the general voice 
of the experienced has in all ages declared, that the 
truest happiness is to be found at home. 


Xo.AU. On thrill Effrcls of Qitlicnlr, whe* ew* 
ployed as a Test of Twtk in JPnvate and Common 
Tf t\ * 


Horace once liappened to.sa^withan air of levity, 
that ridicule was more efficacious in deciding dis- 
putes of importance, than &ir.tfte severity ftf argu- 
ment. Shaftesbury caught 1 the idea, improved 
upon it, and advanced the doctrine, that ridicule is 
the test of truth. AH those who possessed one 
characteristic of man, in great perfection, risibi- 
lity* but who were slenderly furnished with the 
other, rationality, adopted tin? opinion with eager- 
ness ; for though to reason was difficult, to laugh 
was easy. 

T«he admirers of the graces were glad of so 
pleasing a method* of philosophizing, and seized ou 
it without examination’/ * They who admitted it, 
were uoder a necessity of wailing ; and to smile, if 
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not to laugh, was allowed* to be graccfol by tile 
greaulcgisfttor of decoruitC • < 

The speculative opinions of studious nteffc how- 
ever erroneous, often aflbttl them innocent amuse- 
ment in their closets, without diftusi% any ipalig- 
nant influence oft thfe manners or happiness of 
others. However interesting to the philosopher 
may be the disputes concerning liberty and neces- 
sity, or the nature of good and evil, they attract 
not the regard of those who are agitated in the 
busy walk of life, by the common pursuits of inte- 
rest and pleasure. The metaphysician thintU his 
labours of great importance to the happiness at 
mankind, ajd would be n9t a little mortified to find, 
that in the great numbers who compose the # cammu- 
nity to which he belongs, and for ♦lioee more mime- 
diate edification he consumes t^e midnight oil, a 
vffrjr'Smali part knows that there ever existed Vuch 
nlen os Berkeley or Hunted and that, if they knew, 
and could uhderstapd their works, they would prefer 
the opportunity of earning a penny, or enjoying a 
good dinner, to alt the advantage^that ever could be 
derived from a conviction that matter existed not, 
or that the old priaekleo of morals were erroneous. 

But though this may be tnu^of those doctrinal 
opinions, which are «b o abstracted for vulgar ap- 
prehension, yet it will be found, that there are 
s]ft»cuiativo notions, which, as they require no great 
improvement of understanding to be comprehended, 
•are adopted as adorns as, soon as proposed, and 
permitted to influence the conduct dr life. Hte who 
is a convert to materialism, a doctrine of late un- 
happily recommended by virtuous and well- 
meaning writers, will certainly lose some restifiints 
which operated favourably on his morals* It is 
true, the writer who thus £Tre* it all the recommen- 
dation his subtlety can aupplyf though he speaks 
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Ac dictates of conviction, fa perhaps not apparently 
corrupted. But a reasonable tame may he assigned 
lor bis escaping the effect of the poison which ho 
bears about him. He is probably a man of letters ; 
leads a life remote from violent temptations ; has ac- 
quired habits pf virtues arid, perhaps, from the 
practice of reasoning and disputation, ctn maintain 
or explode opinions, which concern the most fas* 
portant interests of his fellow-creatures, with all die 
indifference of a bystander. But his opinions are 
plausibly supported ; they are pleasing to the lover 
of nftvelty ; they afford solid consolation to tho 
vicious, and they are read by those who want a sanc- 
tion for flagitious conduct? who wish to Jje furnished 
with arguments to make proselytes to wice, and who 
are desirous of earing jhe voice of conscience 
even by the fallacies of sophistry. They are read 
by the young and the gay, as a system of philo- 
sophy newly discovered, which far surpasses the 
antiquated doctrines of the revived moralist, and 
as ^favourable to those •ideas, which they gladly 
embrace on the expediency of unlimited indul- 
gence. * # 

That ridicule is an infallibly criterion of Jruth, fa 
an opinion, from it^ peculiar correspondency to the 
taste of the greater ^art of \tmakind, much more 
prevalent, and therefore more detrimental in the 
common intercourse oflife. 

Men destitute of delicacy, an# that solid merit 
which is usually accompanied wijh diffidence, often * 
rise to the highest eminence, acquire the largest 
fortunes, fill the most important offices, and give law 
to the sentiments as well as practice of others. These, 
judging from themgelves* have no adequate idea of 
the dignity of human nature, and the comparative 
perfection of which it re "capable. They perhaps 
have been unifonnl^victous, yet have had the Jem- 
vou xu. 
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poral reward of virtue; thdy have been ignorant* 
yet have been admired for tfieir wisdom ; they have* 
despised all the precepts of moral philosophy, and' 
by dint pf that effrontery wvhieh natural want of 
feeling inspires, have raised themselves to fame and 
fortune. Bold through' the natural presumption of 
ignorance, and still farther elated py success, by 
the flattery, by the attentions which are paid to the 
most undeserving prosperity, they learn to laugh at 
all the serious part of tne world, who Are defrauding 
their genius, as it is called, in tire rigid servitude oi 
a fanciful virtue. . c . 

No wonder then that ridicule prevails in the 
lower order for rank» fortune, and spirit, without 
the least portion of learning and philosophy, arc at 
any time able to raise a multituclC'of admirers, and 
to establish a fashion. ‘When nyen, with very few 
othcNf*' recommendations than the absence of* mo- 
desty, become the leaders t>f a nation, n taste for 
BimciJLE, or, in other words, a malicious desire of 
levelling the exaltation if indigent virtue to *the 
standard of worthless* grandeur, will become general 
among all ranks, 'fhisetaste, which tends to vilify 
all that can adorn and double a human creature, lms 
been too common in every lopg established and 
corrupted community. He fnust have remarked 
but little# who has not seen its baneful influence in 
our owm times and country. All the cardinal vir- 
tues, if the efforts of certain gross spirits could pre- 
“ vail, would be laughed out of countenance, and no 
semblance of them be left amongst us but she un- 
substantial and imitating phantom, modern iio- 
t hour. 

us trace the progress of some ingcauous 
ycMi, emerging from an pneofropted seminary to 
|iis station in the active *%rld. In the retirements 
study, he has formed Advantageous ideas of that 
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life, on which he k now to enter* His # heart glow* 
.with virtuous and benevolent purposes. He has 
been reading of those legislators, heroes, philoso- 
phers, patriots, who shfue with lustre jn the page of 
histgry, amf who derived all their splendor from 
their virtue. He longs so emulate them, lie values 
himself little on bis birth or fortune, if ho has ihfcra, 
but owns he feels a conscious dignity arising from 
his acquirements, his learning, his comprehensive 
•views, his liberal and disinterested intentions. He 
loves fame, and hopes to acquire by deserving it. 

Tfius principled, suppose him introduced, where 
his fortune leads him, among sonic of the ancient 
nobles of the land; the* hereditary the elected 
lawgivers of his country, assembled mt their usual 

S laces of resort, S cockpit^a horse-race, a chocolate- 
ouse, or a Whtering-placc. He is struck dumb 
with astonishment. He finds he has hithertft dwplt 
on fairy ground, where* all was enchantment, The 
fancied scene is vanished. Ha feels* himself auk- 
ward. His accomplishmentsyflre cither not under* 
utood, not valued or have no opportunities of dis- 
play. At first he is coldly ne*glected ; and, at last, 
when personal acquaintance™* takenpl^cc, ho is 
considered as a novice, greatly to be pitied for his 
simplicity, but wh$? may ieSprove in time. Some 
kind instructor undertakes the office, and employs 
ridicule, os the most efficacious method of suc- 
ceeding in it. He finds it necessary to submit to 
such initiation, before* be ca%be admitted upon 
equal terms. He yields, though not without a sigh 
of regret, to think that he must divest himself of all ", 
those sentiments, which lie once hoped would raise 
hinf to foe rank qf the worthies, whom he admired 
in books, an cV cannot help lamenting that he must 
study degeneracy. Sen-Abasement is an easy task. 
He descends fronf the invidious height of yirtuc. 
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and fs received with pleasure by liis relenting com- 
panioiis. In his turn, he learns to despise what he 
once admired, and contributes by his advice and 
example . to strengthen the* 1 formidable phalanx of 
envious deriders* He becomes indeed Vhat is com- 
monly called a wif, that io, a joker, a'buffoon, a 
satirist, a mere man of the world, and perhaps is 
realty so much degraded by contagion, as to judge 
these characters more valuable than that of the 
scholar, the good man, and the philosopher. He is 
no longer the man of viitue, but he is the mun of 
fashion, which he is taughHo deem a nobler distinc- 
tion. 

AH the useful and amiable qualities, which sweeten 
' private and domestic life, have occasionally been 
put out of countenance (l by the prevalence of the 
doctrine, that ridicule is the test of truth in com- 
mpn fife. Conjugal attachment and fidelity, filial 
regard, regqjar industry, phident (economy, since- 
rity in friendship, ^delicate scruples, benevolence 
and beneficence hai 7, bee*, destroyed by the pre- 
tender to wit, who, from the m^.ignant feelings of 
envy, has been prompted to bestow on them some 
ridiculous apj>elUtion t , 

The effect of ridicule cannot but be powerful 
among the young and inexperienced. It !s a remark 
often made, that the man is found to degenerate 
from the excellence which distinguished him when 
fi a boy. In the walks of literary life, instances are 
frequent of those who, though they were the boast 
ot their school, appear with no superiority of faerif, 
when they are advanced to higher seminaries, or 
introduced inty the world. To ridicule, for the 
most part, they owe their degra^tion. Their^rc- 
emineoco excites the envy^pf their contemporaries, 
who naturally endeavour to obscure that lustre, 
which burns them with its bl&c. They at first 
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\alue themselves on those talents or acquisitions) of 
the worth of which their companions have &o ade- 
quate conception. They are received at their 
college with contempt.® Their remarks are attended 
to with *a KE»eer, and thejr solemnity, as 'a decent 
department is called, bgc nines the subject of perpe- 
tual laughter. A nickname, the uauak production 
of envy, is appropriated to them. They arc shunned, 
as involving their companions in their own absur- 
dity and consequent disgrace. Tins last is more 
*than they can bear. They lay aside the appearance 
of virtuous emulation, and the reality soon follows* 
They studiously unlearn all that rendered them 
truly valuable ; ami, whefi tfjcy have debased them- 
selves to a certain pitch, they are •received with® 
open afms, and wife united with their company by 
the strong assimilation of Congenial natures. 

(«enius, virtue,* learning, are soften distinguished 
by a delicacy of mind, which wears the appearance 
and produces the effects of infirmity! They are 
easily over-ruled, if n<^ convinced, by the noisy 
antagonist, who mgkos up in flamour what he wauts 
in argument, and gains thp victory by dint of lea- 
thern lungs and nerves uf irqp. A horselaugh set 
up by a circle of fbx-hunters, 'would ovPt-ptivver the 
best poet or philosopher whom the world ever ad- 
mired. The inoddsi Virgil could not stand the 
attacks of scoffing ridicule ; and wisdom has ever 
sought the shade, where the impertinence of the 
great or liule vulgar seldom intruded. Cruel as it* 
is to distress j*‘fn»tbility,”and injurious to mankind 
ti> render worth contemptible, we often observe 
persons of character joining in the laugh against 
modesty and merit. In the moinewft of social en- 
joyment, we do libt give ourselves time to reflect 
on the consequence of mirth ; and, perhaps, 
with kind intentions* of promoting convivial happi- 
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net*, wc often hurt the feelings and interests of 
individuals, as wcli as the most important ends of 
society. 

From the desire of furnishing matter for conver- 
sation and supporting its vivacity, sorfie evils ?risc, 
which at first view appear <to proceed ffbm malig- 
nant caused The tale of scandal, though usually 
supposed to be the genuine effect of malevolence. 
Is often produced by thoughtless levity, and an un- 
willingness to sit in company without supplying a 
share of entertainment* The raillery, which is 
sometimes played off with success by the shallowest 
yet boldest of the companv, against persons of real 
merit, is not* always the result of a detracting spirit, 

‘ but of a fondness for coarse mirth, and an .inability 
to let slip those opportunities for Indulging it, which 
genius and learning, from an inattehtion to trifling 
accomplishments, 'are frequently thought to supply* 

To be cheerful is indispensably necessary to the 
mutual participation of the pleasures of local inter- 
course. To be mer&v, if it is often desirable, is not 
always necessary. f Let mirth however be uncon- 
trolled, while it is tempered with the wisdom not 
to hurt, tljose who Reserve caresses and reward ; 
and not to sully the dignity and wound the feelings 
of unaffected virtue by the wanton sallies of buf- 
foonery. 

Before I leave this subject, I would willingly 
4 obviate one error. Great laughers are usually 
called good-natured. 1 believe they are often par- 
ticularly proud and malicious ; for there is ho me- 
thod of gratifying pride and malice more effectually 
than by ridicule* 
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• No. XL1I. ^ On l he til Effects iff* Proving by 
Argument Ttulfts already admitted. In a Latter . 


• Sm; 

I have reason to think, that I inherited from na* 
ture a plain understanding, without any pretensions* 
> to the vivacity of genius. 1 am grateful to my 
parents, that it was cultivated in that common way 
whijh guides through the beaten path of life, ana 
leads not to those eccentricities, which, for the most 
part, terminate in misery. • # 

I w^s destined tfi a mercantile lifcf and my educa- 
tion was therefore confuted to writing, arithmetic, 
and a little elementary Latin acquired at the gram- 
nud-schooL With my steadings of conduct, there 
was little difficulty in # acquiring a competency in 
the trade in which l was settled by my father. As 
ITiad'no family, and vms fr&nrom avarice arid am- 
bition, 1 retired early from tne Smoke and hurry of 
the town to a sweet littichoifse and garden on the 
borders of Epping-forest • m 

A state of total inaction both of booy and mind, 
1 found less tolerable than the constant bustle of a 
town life. To my garden I had recourse for exer- 
cise. For rufol sports 1 was unqualified, as I had 
never fired a gun nor mounted a horse. My garden, 
however, amqsed me •sufficiently, contributed to 
confirm my health, and, at the same time, induced 
a contemplative turn. This led me to seek, in 
books, a supply fur the loss of that succession of 
objbets, whicn tyd so long solicited and engrossed 
my attention in the gr^it streets of the capijal. 

The particular coursS of reading into which 1 
unfortunately fell f might have proved hurled, had 
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i not been discreet enough to correct its tendency 
in timp. A. best, it only Served to till tip those* 
hours, which might, indeed* have been more agree- 
ably and more usefully employed. 

I bad received all the notion? usually instilled by 
parental authority, with implicit belief. ^ I was told 
that there w;«is one Clod, and 1 believed it, for I^saw 
his works around me. 1 embraced revealed religion 
in all its parts with the same evidence of conviction 
with which 1 believed the sun to exist in the hea- 
vens, when ! beheld its radiance, and felt its warmth, 
I saw and believed the difference between *ight 
and wrong, vice and virtue, justice and injustice, as 
strongly as the difference between black and white, 
and sweet ant), bitter. 1 never dreamt of calling in 
question the authenticity of the :criptural writers, 
'tin* doctrine of the trinity, the divinity of our S>a- 
vh'ur, the immateriality and immortality of the 
human soul, and the resrrroction of the body. 
AY hen 1 repeated the creed, 1 spoke with the same 
confidence of undo^lting .conviction, as when I 
asserted the truth cf a* fact, of ujiich J had ocular 
demonstration. TIlc steady light of common sense, 
together with parental authority, had hitherto 
guided unf and 1 had been humble enough to follow 
its directions. 

It was now at last that I perceived the first sha- 
dow of a doubt on these subjects, and it was caused 
by llic following circumstances. In collecting xny 
?inle library , I often met with books entitled Proofs 
and Demonstrations of those important point?, on 
which 1 entertained not a single idea of uncertainty; 
but I was now r naturally led to conclude, that those 
things were not indisputably evident, of which so 
many laboured proofs were continually offered to 
the public notice. My curiosity was raised, and l 
began to suspect, that it was o ving to my simpli- 
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4ity alone that l had hitherto received, without 
proof*, all those doctrines, of which the wforld seemed 
to require* the most powerful defence, and conHrin- 
mations infinitely repealed. 

The bear Appearance of an attempt to prove opi - 
nion? w hi eli 1 had cvc* considered as wanting no 
otlicy proof than the first strong decisions of ccftn- 
tnon sense, shook the stability of* my conviction. 
Hitherto my days had been tranquil and secure. 
# A11 my principles in morality and religion had been 
planted in infancy, and had taken root deep anrl 
strong. My understanding hud not •been actively 
ingenious enough to ove rturn those systems of my 
forefathers, winch had iPd them through the ways 
of piety to peace. But 1 now found »my happiness 
begin to totter, my principles began to be under- 
mined. • # * 

lrt the books which were every day offeftd for 
the conversion of stcptifcs, for refuting atheists, for 
proving Christianity, for demonstrating that there is 
a Ailfircnce between gsod an® evil, for asserting, 
that there is some essential superiority in the human 
nature over the animal, I ibufid no remedy in my 
unsettled state; but, on the contrary, an increasing 
tendency to universal scepticism* The ingenious 
authors of such treatises fiifd it necessary to raise 
objections, in order to remove them, and to give a 
degree of weight and solidity to the arguments of 
their adversaries, that the weight and solidity of 
their own victorious a£gumenr§ may be rendered 
moroiconspicumis and more honourable. 

The books of the objectors 1 should never have 
read, nor should I have known any thing of their 
objections, had I not been ensnared into an ac- 
quaintance with (lie eocmies of truth by tha ill- 
judged conduct of her Unhid*. Heresies and errors 
long forgottcu and%xp!edcd were revived by tliesc, 
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merely to display thefr ingenuity in refutation. 
Sometimes, through the weakness of their judgment, 
they gave advantage to sophistry ; and, by throwing 
with a feeble hand a pointless dart, encouraged a 
defeated foe to resume new courage. ‘ 

Even in the mhst judievous apologias for those 
doctrines irhich I thought wanted no apology, 
though the arguments were conclusive, 1 did not 
perceive that my conviction was strengthened ; but, 
on the contrary, that it was in some degree le#§ 
clear than before 1 had received argumentative 
demonstration. My idea of the truth was tic iirst 
simple, and proportionally evident ; but when that 
idea was connected with af'Iotig chain of arguments, 
my understating could not so readily comprehend 
it with all its additional appendages* There is a 
degree of abstraction in profound writings, which 
irf necessarily attended with a little obscurity. 
And hence it happens that 'Illustrations, as they are 
called, of important truths, are sometimes the only 
circumstances whicnt'nvolw* them in darkness. ' 
Whatever complaints have Lv'$n made against 
the prevalence of infidelity in this age, and however 
true that may be of the higher or dissipated orders, 
it is yet certain, that'the Christian religion is impli- 
citly received by the greater part of the community. 
Though their practice, from the infirmity of human 
nature, is seldom correspondent with their princi- 
ples, yet they are far from the character of specu- 
lative infidels. It is at le^t highly probable, that 
till who frequent the established churches arc ♦Chris- 
tians. It has therefore been matter of just surprise, 
that a great number of the most ingenious divines 
should enter the pulpit, as if they were to convert a 
congregation of heathens or deists. To prove, by a 
great variety of lahoured^aVguments, the existence 
offiod, is surely unnecessary fc&fore an audience, 
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rfhose convention in a S?hurch is a proof that they 
already believe it. It can have little bther •effect 
than tp lull them asleep, or to suggest scruples in- 
stead of removing them? For it is certain, .that not 
halftho.se at fitments in support of scepticism have 
usually fa Wen within the riotiefi of the common 
hearer, which are for the most part adduced in die 
pulpit, in order to be refuted, by a subtile disputant - 
in divinity. A few good treatises might properly 
enough be written by the truly able, to show tho 
sophistry of a deistical author, and then he and his 
lucutfrations might be suffered to pass on to obli- 
vion ; w hither they would glide with a rapid course, 
if they were not impedcS by the imprudent inter- 
ference of those, who, if they arc sincere and con- 
sistent, must wish^o accelerate their extinction. 

Neither polemical, controversial, doctrinal, nor 
systAnatieal divinity, seems wed calculated aft- 
swer the important ends*of true religion. ‘Tins ends 
of true religion arc all friemUv and Benign. But 
pcilce, benevolence, ansi nut^y of heart, arc, I 
believe, not at all promoted in tlfosc many volumes 
of theology, which have*oweiF their origin to con- 
troversy, and to logical aiuV metaphysical refine- 
ment. * They originate in prille, and terminate in 
acrimony. 9 * 

One might, indeed, almost venture to pronounce 
it a judgment tfn the temerity and the presumption 
of man, that scarcely any philosopher has distin- 
guished himself by thofe speculations, which were* 
never* designee/ to fall within the sphere of the 
human intellect, without starting some notion ab- 
surd enough to render his memory ridiculous. 
Berkley, one of the authors on whom I was so un- 
fortunate as to fail, an^ whose sense and virtue I 
venerate, appeared to rfle an object of ridicule, 
however ingeniously he had demonstrated to me 
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the non-existence of matter! * I happened to meet 
with him soon after T had been reading an author 
who hml proved, so far at least as that mv poor 
understanding could not refute him, that the human 
soul was material) and perished at dear!*. Between 
them both I found I was, <m a sudden, deprived of 
both my «>»d and body, without any sensible lews or 
detriment in cither. 1 was tempted to exclaim. 
Oh, the foolishness of vain philosophy ! 

Convinced at last that common sense, or that 
share and specie* of understanding, which nature 
1ms bestowed on the greater part of men, is, *whcn 
competently improved, the safest guide to certainty 
and happiness i have ltiid°asidc proofs, demonstra- 
tions, and iliiisi rations of all matter* sufficiently 
proved, demonstrated, and illustrated to the humble 
mind, by their own internal eviderfee. And how- 
ever the learned r.nd the disputatious may amuse 
llienisc&V&f in morals and 'religion with hue-spun 
subtiltic*, 1 shall rest satisfied with the coarser 
notions of my forefathers, and make the scriptural 
rule the rule of ihy 'thoughts and actions — To do 
justlv, to love mercy, ami to walk humbly with my 
ihni 


*No. XLIU. On the Necessity of Temperance to the 
Utiillk of tnc Mind. , 


Tiif. advantages which arise, from regulating the 
several appetites, to the health of the body, have 
been too repeatedly insisted dpon to require any 
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farther animadversion* * The present remarks shall 
be confined to temperance of diet in pnfticulvr, and 
to disadvantages which accrue from it to the health 
of the mind. • 

How fur Ac intellectual faculties are connected 
with^he animal (economy, is aMisquisiiion which 
rather belongs to the natural philosophers ban to the 
moralist. The experience ol' every individual must 
convince him of their alliance, so far as that the 
jnind and body sympathize in all the modifications 
of pleasure or of pain. 

On4 would imagine, that the stoical apathy was 
founded on a notion of the independence of the 
mind on the body. According to th ^philosophy, 
the mind may remain, as it were, tup unconcerned 
spectator, while the body undergoes the most ex- 
cruciating torments: but tlic moderns, however de- 
posed to be stoics, cannot help being a little ftBlictifd 
by a fit of the gout or stdnc. 

If the mind suffers with the body in the violence 
of jmin, and acuteness ofadiscapif it is usually found 
to recover its worked strength tv ben the body is. 
restored to health and vigour. • 

Hut there is one kind of sympathy, iiyylpch the 
mindcontinucs to si^fer even after the body is relieved. 
When the listless languor, and the nauseous satiety 
of recent excess is gradually worn off, the mind still 
continues for a^while to feel a burthen, which no 
efforts can remove ; and to be surrounded with u 
cloud, which time only can dissipate* 

Didactic authors, who have undertaken to pre- 
scribe rules for the student in his pursuit of know- 
ledge* frequently insist on a regularity and absti- 
nences in the articles of foo& and wine. It is, in- 
deed, a fruitless •labour aim at increasing the 
stock of ideas, and improving the powers of pene- 
vol. xu. • y * 
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tration, without a strict observance of the laws of 
Ternp6rance. * . 

It has been remarked, that the founders of col- 
leges, who spared no expense in the embellishment 
of the buildings, have not been so liberal in t pro- 
viding food for the inhabitants. IVrhup.e those no 
less judicioift than pious patrons of learning were 
sensible of the utility of frequent fasting and tem- 
perate meals, in promoting literary, as well as moral 
and religious improvement. Nature’s wants they 
took care to satisfy, and Nature wants but little. 

Horace, in a satire in which he professedly enu- 
merates the advantages of Temperance, observes, 
with a beautiful energy of expression, “ that the 
44 body, overcharged with the excess of yesterday, 
44 weighs down the mind togetli# with itself, and 
4 • fixes to the earth that partial# of the divine 
« spirit.** ' ' 

That Aurora is a friend to the Muses, is almost 
proverbial, and, lil^e all those aphorisms which are 
founded on experienf.;*;, i& St just remark ; but, it an 
adequate cause were to be assigned for this effect, I 
know not whether it might not justly be attributed 
as rnudwt/' fasting, as to the refreshment of sleep. 
The emptiness of the stomach ; t is which tends to 
give to the understanding acuteness, to the imagi- 
nation vigour, and to the memory retention. 

It is well known, that the principal meal of the 
ancients was the supper ; and it has been matter of 
surprise that they,. whose wisdom was so generally 
conspicuous in the several institutions of common 
life, should adopt a practice which is now univer- 
sally esteemed injurious to health. It is however 
not unreasonable to suppose, tlv»t they were unwil- 
ling to clog their inteliect&by satisfying the cravings 
of hunger in the day-time, tile season of business 
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^nd deliberation, nn$ chose rather to indulge 
ahemsclvcs in the* hour of natural festitrtty, when no 
care Remained, but to retire from the banquet to 
the pillow. 


No. XL IV. * On Conciseness of Style in Writing 
and Conversation. 


A tra/nRATEi> J'rcncli writer, remarkable for 
conciseness of iiyiletter to a friend which 

he had made r fit her longer than usual, apologizes 
tor fts prolixity, by saving, thaf he had not timc.*to 
write a shorter. *• 

To say much in few words is certainly a great 
excellence, and at the tame ♦$»<? a great difficulty 
in composition. •The minu naturally dwells on a 
strong conception, views k oft every aide, and ex- 
presses its variety of lights iji as great^p^ariety of 
words ; but the amplification of a sentence, though 
it may add to its perspicuity* frequently diminishes 
its force: as the scattered sun beams diffuse only a 
gentle heat, btit are able to burn when collected in 
the focus. ^ 

Brevity of expressions is sometimes the mark of 
conscious dignity and virtue. It was manliness of 
sentiment, and haughtiness of soul, which gave rise 
to the laconic style. When the tyrant of Macedon 
merftced the Lgcedemonians, the answer they 
returned was covnpriscdyn these few words : “ Dio- 
“ nysius is at Corinth/' *To understand which, it 
is necessary to calico mind, that Dionysius, Jy rant 
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of Sicily, l;ad been dethroned by Jtts people, and 
compiled to cam his bread by setting up a little 
school at Corinth. Such a document, expressed in 
so brief a manner, must have struck the mind with 
more force than the laboured periods ofan Isocrates, 
or the diffusion of a Cicero? 

It is well 4 known, that Sallust was an enenfy to 
the great orator of Rome. One would almost ima- 
gine, from the difference of their style, that the 
disagreement extended to matters of taste and lite- 
rature. Sallust always labours to express his ideas 
in the fewest words. Cicero delights in amplifica- 
tion. It has been said, , however, that a man of 
true taste would rathe? have written that beautiful 
parallel between Cato and Ctcsar. than all the Phi- 
lipnics. t 

, Magy critics have employed** their talents in 
making comparisons between Demosthenes and 
Tully. of them agree in attributing to the 

former conciseness, \and to the latter diffusion : quid 
according to this juojspnenf they have not hesitated 
to give the preference to .the Athenian. The con- 
cise vehemence of Dctfiosthcnes carried all before 
it by vkl^icc; the r prolixity of Cicero gained 
ground by the soft ar|s of insinuation. The effect 
of the former was sudden and irresistible, that of the 
latter, weak and dilatory. 

In the denouement of a modern tragedy, we find the 
, heroes und heroines expressing their grief in pom- 
pous declamation. * But notwithstanding the actor 
mouths out his plaints in all the grandeur of length- 
ened periods, and with ad the vehemence of studied 
action, the audience frequently sit unmoved, and arc 
more disposed to smile than to weep. In* the 
CEdipus Tyrannus of Sophocles, J&casta, when she 
discovers her own and her husband’s situation as 
deplorable as can well be conceived, immediately 
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retires from the stage/ repeating only these words 
<( — Alas! alas! wretched man that * thou* art — 
if this only can 1 say to thee— henceforth, for 
44 ever silent.'' Corneitlc would have, put* at least, 
fitly monotonous lines into her mouth, without half 
the effect. • • 

. w itary harangues derive their efrief beauty 
from an expressive brevity. Livy abounds with . 
short speeches, consisting of hardly more than half 
a dozen words, in which (icnerals animated their 
soldiers to rush on to danger and deuth. But an- 
cient* history scarcely affords any instance more 
striking than that of a Trench king, who thus ad- 
dressed his men immedidtclp before aiyittack — 44 X 
*'* am your Cicncfal— you arc Frenchman— there arc 
u the enemy.** 

Conciseness ef # narratioi?, whether in writing or 
in speaking, is a mark of trutlf. To in trounce *a 
multitude of proofs and* asseverations, tacitly to 
confess, that what is said s,:m(U in great need of 
coirohoration. One oUour ^mclish sects, which 
professes a singula* love of tfutlrand plain-dealing, 
lias almost made it a tenPuof their religion to use 
no other words in denying, *r assert iyt^ jtlian the 
single particles of pegation and affirmation : and n 
poet of antiquity remarks, thht many promises and 
professions, instead' of strengthening, weaken our 
belief. 

They who have travelled, know that the Ijpnch-^ 
m in, in the profusion ofjiis politeness, makes many 
offers *»vhich lie expects will he refused ; and should 
you really stand in need of his assistance, it j* a 
doubt whether lie will give himself much trouble to 
alleviate your distress, or disentangle your embar- 
rassment : but au Englishman will do you a piece of 
' rvice secretly, and be iTistressed with the expres- 
sions of your gratittWc. The former will overwhelm 

Y*$ 
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you wliIi professions, of friendship^ without the least 
real regard ; the latter will be surly, and at the same 
time go all lengths in soothing your sorrows and 
relieving your wants. 

Blurriness is said to be one of the characteristics . 
of the English, and is allowed to he a natural conse- 
quence ot their sincerity. When it does not dege- 
nerate to rusticity, it is hot unpleasing. 

But the good effects of brevity and conciseness, 
are not to be found only in writing and conversation. 
There is something analogous to them in thc/irts of 
painting and sculpture. There is a concealment 
and shading, which sets 4 off more beautifully, and 
displays mote clearly, than an open, an undisguised, 
a glaring representation. TimantheB took, for the 
subject of a picture, the sacrifice of Iphigenia at 
Aulis«» lie gave a degree of grief to the spectators, 
proportionate to the nearpess or distance of their 
relation to « the lovely victim. Thus he had ex- 
hausted the passiofcbefore he came to the father, 
and, at a toss ta express' a sufficient anguish, he 
represented the disconsolate patent concealing his 
face in the folds of his garments. 

Wcr e«4hc causes Jof the pleasing and powerful 
effects of conciseness 4 to be investigated, one of them 
might perhaps be found to be the pleasure which a 
■reader, or spectator, takes in having something left 
for his own sagacity to discover. The mind gree- 
» dily scotches at a hint, and delights to enlarge upon 
it; but frigid is fhe employment* of attending to 
those productions, the authors of whictf have 
laboured every thing into such perspicuity, that 
the observer has nothing to do but barely ty look 
on. Things may be too obvious to excite atten- 
tion. The sun, the moe*> and the stars, roll over 
our heads every day without attracting our notice ; 
survey with eagjcr curiosity, a comet, an 
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'eclipse, or any other extraordinary phenomenon in 
'nature* * * 


Not XLV. On ike Character and Style ojf PUny* 
ike Younger . 


The character of Pliny tlie younger, in whatever 
light it is viewed, is piegsing. The elegance of his 
writings resulted from thc*habitual elegance of his 
mind. . Considered as a man of letters, and a man 
of the world, hS may Ixt said, more than any of 
the ancients, ta» deserve the epithet of Ml-ucavn^ 
plisJied. 

It has indeed been objected, that his letters are 
too elaborate. Ease, the characteristic of the epis- 
tolary style, is said to 1ft sap. to studied orna- 
#ment: but it shoftld be remembered by the censu- 
rers of Pliny, that there dre beauties of art, as well 
as of nature: and that art, I even whoa .misplaced, 
may produce an •agreeable, work, as nature may 
bring forth something anomalous, which** though 
termed a monster by the naturalists, may yet be 
beautiful. Tfie perusal of Pliny’s letters excites a 
pleasure more similar to that which aribcfaafrom £ 
view of an elegant parterre, tlian to that which is 
derived from contomplating the ruder beauties of 
'uncultivated nature. 

PJiny is among those few ancient authors, who 
have been translated Into English without losing 
much of their* original .grace. Lord Orrery and 
Mr. Melmoth seem to have membled him in their 
manners, as well as in their style. The task was 
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natural to them, for while * they expressed their 
author's idc,% they appear to have expressed their, 
own. Both the translations have uncommon 
merit; and, if a preference be given to Melmoth's, 
it must at the same time be acknowledged, that a 
very great share of praise Js due to thrt of Lord 
Orrery. A 

The panegyric of Trajan has, like the epistles, 
been censured as still', laboured, and affected ; hut 
if the beauties of the composition can excuse the 
appearance of labour in the epistles, with much 
greater reason ■ ought they to justify it in a formal 
oration. At an advanced period of literature, when 
taste becomes too capricious and depraved to en- 
dure the graces of nature arid simplicity, there is no 
resource left for an author who wojld acquire popu- 
larity, but to labour in *?hc invention of ingenious 
tlfou gifts, and in bestowing on his productions the 
nicest polish of art. Panegyrical pieces of elo- 
quence arec<fmmon[y of all others the most difficult, 
because their subjects are, , commonly of all others 
the most barren. WTf/at may bc^. said in praise of 
any man, may usually bfc comprehended in few' 
words, if naked tfutk and unembellished facts are 
represented.** Whenever, therefore, it is required, 
by die ceremonies of a public solemnity, to expa- 
tiate oifthe virtues of particular persons, the orator 
she nr linds himself under a necessity of supplying 
tiie deficiency of matter, by ingenious turns and 
YahouflH\ ornaments^ 

The compositions of Pliny are not'likely to please 
the common or superficial reader. Sounding 
period*, and animated expressions, arc required by 
the vulgar, rather than the less obvious beauties of 
correctness and refinement.^ The passions and the 
imagination of those, whoSSe intellects and judgment 
are weak, arc often strong f.nd lively. Their 
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S cntdl appetite, like their corporeal, urviccusjomed 
> delicacy, learns to prefer coarse viands to the 
dainties of luxury. Ao uncultivated mind perhaps 
feels, at least, an equal pleasure from the rutile ballad 
of ai* itinerant singer, with, that which arises to an 
improved faste from thA polished pieejs of a Ho- 
race,® or an Anacreon. It is, therefore, no, dero- 
gation from the merits of Pliny, that he is not uni- 
versally admired. His elegance is too subtle and 
refined for the vulgar eye. 

Though great genius may be displaced in hewing 
even a rough statue, or in sketching an imperfect 
picture; yet the judicious connoisseur will always 
feel a pleasure in examining* those wqflks of sculp- 
ture or .painting, which have received the highest 
polish, and have been finished with the nicest traits 
of the pencil. Such writers as Jflomer and* Shah- * 
sneare I must admire wi^h all their imperfections On 
their heads; but yet, as imperfections are not of 
thqmselvcs laudable, it is surely consistent with reason 
to adbaire those also, win?, likf Pliny, are even pain- 
iully solicitous to Avoid them. # Longinus, with all 
the ardour of genius, preferj faulty eminence to 
faultless mediocrity ; but yeh neither h<v nor any 
other sensible critic,, has pronounced correctness a 
fault. 

It is possibly that the judgment may approve; 
while the heart and imagination remain unaffected. 
But we read to be moved, to be enfertainedpio Ik* 
delighted. Meve approbation i*a frigid sentiment. 
An animated work, therefore, which excites warm 
emotions, attended with occasional disgust, is read 
in preference to another, which is insipid, though 
correct, and dully* though judicious. But where 
genius is unitecTwith cffsrect taste, the judgment, 
the heart, and thcJmagination arc at once fully 
satisfied. Such a combination existed in tiic4nin<N 
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of Pliny and Addison^. It roust indeed be remarked, 
to the* honour of Addison, that he is far more na- 
tural than Pliny. He has all the elegance of the 
polite Roman, without the affectation. 

“ The elegance of Pliny’s mannei'V says Mei- 
moth, “ adds force to the most interring, at the 
** same tirrio that it enlivens the most common sub* 
<« jects. Rut the polite and spirited turn of his 
“ Kpistles is by no means their principal recom- 
“ mendation: they receive a much higher value, a r 
« they exhibit one of the most amiable and animat- 
«• ing characters in all antiquity. Pliny’s "whole 
** life seems to have been employed in the exercise 
« of every (generous amf .social affection.’ 1 Who 
then, I ask/ will not forgive the blemishes of his 
writings, especially as $ey are Surrounded with so 
ijuuch Jjeauty ? * 1 


No. XL VI. On Vie ‘ft.jcpcdicncy of embellishing 

CowyQ&itJon with Harmonious Periods , and with 
other Judicious Ornaments . 


Tni^abariou* anthpiary, and the dull compiler, 
are commonly contented, with a* book, however 
unadorned and uninteresting, if it affords informa- 
tion. The flowers of rhetoric they despise as 
meretricious artifices; and the graces of style they 
neglect as contributing more to^mbellishrnenS than 
to solidity. i « 

But the majority of readers are neither able nor 
dcsi^uis to overcome that propensity to be pleased, 
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#hich they derive from # nature. Besides an under- 
standing to couceivc, an imagination toiinvcrft, ami 
a memory to retain, they have an ear finely suscep- 
tible of all the music oF modulated periods* Com- 
positions not* addressed to the latter as ivt?ll as to 
thu former* of these faculties, tliey may reject as 
defective. The finest reasoning, and tNfc most ani- 
mated oratory, are attended to with disgust,* u hen 
accompanied with discord. Intrinsic merit may 
excite approbation, but external ornament is neces- 
sary to give pleasure. An accurate system, or a 
well-iuthenticated history, however* rugged the 
style, is valuable as a collection of materials; but 
cannot claim the title of a perfect composition, till 
it is po)ished to syc:h a degree of sfuootlincss or 
brilliancy as the sjfccics of yriting seems to require. 

In the rude agb*of literature, the mind acquiesetjs 
in solid sense expressed in unlfiirmonious oictiojn. 
An Ennius among the Homans, and § Shukspcarc 
among the moderns, is admired for justness and 
sublimity of conception, though the style be rugged 
sjnd discordant, i'he novelty of the first literary 
productions causes so strong* a pleasure in the 
reader’s mind, that he can per Jeive notlyng wanting 
to complete his satisfaction. His cfcr is unaccus- 
tomed to tuneful measures, and, fot want of better 
examples, feels a pleasure arising from the harshest; 
numbers. Thuft the vulgar listen with delight to 
the rude notes of a ballad-singer; while the rr^ined^ 
ear of a connoisseur in music cannot be soothed but 
with the soft warbling of an Italian. 

But succeeding writers find it necessary, if they 
hope for readers, to adopt graces unknown to their 
predecessors. Th|y find it difficult to add novelty 
to the matter ; because, in the course of a few ages, 
every subject is frequently treated, and consequently 
soon exhausted, automatical writings must ^ften. 
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from their very nature, contain nearly the samo 
thoughts, connected in a similar manned In ajl 
kinds of composition, which, either from their oar- 
ticular nature, or from their having been before 
discussed, admit of no additional invention, if no- 
velty is necessary,* it mu$t„be in the styje, anti not 
in. the matjer. An author, who cannot add # any 
thing .new to the philosophy of a Bacon or a Newton, 
may yet deliver their thoughts in such a manner, 
and refine their beauties with such ornaments of 
diction, that his works may be more read than those 
of the inventors, from whom it was derived* • Fon- 
tenelie and Lc Pluche have been universally studied, 
while the sources fron^ which they drew, the works 
of Bacon aiftl Boyle, are often left a prey to moths 
and worms in some deserted libfgry. 

The books which ha v<f united delight with instruc- 
tion, have always survived tho*sc which had no 
other aim than real utility.. Dulness only can pore 
over the uninteresting page where nothing is offered 
to sooth the ear, and flatter the imagination. /Such 
study resembles t : journey ov<jr gloomy desarts, 
where no sunbeam ichepte the way, no hospitable 
door invites, no enchanting prospect alleviates the 
pain of fatigue* . Necessity alone can urge the tra- 
veller over barren tracks ambsnowtopt mountains; 
but he treads with rapture along the fertile vales of 
those happier climes, where every breeze is perfume, 
and every scene a picture. Hence in the reposito- 
• rics literature, we observe, that bulky tomes, 
replete with the jfrofundest erudition, are l$ft un- 
touched on dusty shelves ; while the more super- 
ficial, yet more pleasing, productions are perused 
with delight, and committed to memory by repeti- 
tion. It is indeed a melancholy reflection, that 
those immense works of 3 learning, which cost the 
labour of a life, which were g/oduced by many an 
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Jichinff Jiead and palpitating .heart, and by^ which 
their authors hoped to acquire immortality/ arc at 
last consigned to oblivipn, because external beauty 
is not united with intrinsic value. 

Efcery spdl'ios of composition, lias some end in 
view", whidh if it does nbf accomplish, it Tails short 
of due perfection. The end of all historical, ihe- 
toiical, and poetical works, is to please as well as to 
instruct. If cither of those does not comprehend 
•every mode of pleasing u hich is consistent with its 
kind, it is faulty. Upon this plea, Jhe advocates 
for rhyme, in English verse, rest their argument. 
Rhyme, say they, judicjpusly conducted, gives an 
additional power of pleasing to the natural inherent 
charms .of poetry.. It is not to be rejected as a 
gothic ornament, fnvcntcdtby monkish barbarism, 
and continued by«u bigotted adherence to oustoul; . 
but is to be adopted and admired as an improve- 
ment even on classic versification. ki the hands 
of a Drydcn, or a l*ope, it sooths the ear with a 
nieTdfly hardly excelled fly a^ir^il, and though no 
judicious critic cai? join \4rdtai^;in censuring Shak- 
es pea re for not adopting rflynuff because rhyme is 
absurd in conversation, whether dramatic or con- 
vivial), yet everyone must i|llow, that the poems 
of Pope would lose much of their beauty .should 
they be deprived of rhyme, even though the subject 
matter were not to undergo the least variation. 
We should indeed find, as Horace says on^rather* 
occasion, the scattered^ limbs #f a dismembered 
poet, •but we should infallibly lose all those graces 
which result from melody. The bare matter, how- 
ever iust the thoughts and forcible the reasoning, 
woula not give thetauthor the reputation of a great 
poet. The sante remarks may be transferred to 
prosaic composition^ We shall seldom listen, unless 
the ear is charmed mule the mind is convinced* 

VOL. xlx* V 

9 



Ono rna)'i,t:'»inpare w n'fing In budding. is not 
enough to Wing the stone from I lie quarry, ana 
form it into a regular pile, ix* the rude state in which 
it was pfoduCed !>y rmtuie. It may, mdeed, how- 
ever rough and unshaken, afford a shelter in neces- 
sity, and sqrve all the purposes of cominon use; but 
will not strike the eye of u passenger with wotoder, 
till the chisel in the master’s hand shall have called 
forth each latent beauty, added the festoon and the 
Corinthian foliage, anil united grace with strength.' 

To prove lu>w naturally we are attached to (nodu- 
lated composition, we may rcmaik, that the first 
works of the most celebrated writers were poetical. 
The facultjPpf imagination is the earliest that dis- 
plays itself in tbo human rnin^. The ardour of 
youth, too wild to be restrained oy frigid rules, loves 
*o indulge in all tfie licence of poetry; but qp the 
reasoning powers ripen, tjiey are enabled to con- 
trol the sallies of fancy, which, perhaps, of itself 
gradually grows chaster uml more correct. Atjthis 
advanced period, the :^ind ‘descends from the Heights 
of poetry topropk^iit iunscmibly and unavoidable' 
communicated wSife fif the graces of the art which 
it has relinquished, to that which it assumes. A 
vein of poe|tc$l lotio- will be d^soerned not onty in 
the though fne style; which, though it will 
•notfall into tw^ldt of real metre* will necessarily 
How in stHflftfSfcnce as a poetical ear shall dictate 
i ancMsc./ rove* 

Unlearned readers seldom attend to the beauties 
of harmonious composition, if they are pleased 
with it, they know not whence their pleasure arises. 
Attentive to the matter rather than the manner, 
they windd, perhaps, think an*muthor but ill em- 
ployed, who should writ^*a long treatise on the art 
of turning a period. They vypuid be surprised to 
be ir formed, that one of_ the ancient critics has ac- 



N w U>. 


K VU\ 


''7^ V 


^Juired a. great reputation by writing mi an art winch 
JR conversant in sound, rather than in* sense, and 
which i$ therefore, in their opinion, unimportant* 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus however, wvosjnore of 
; his reputation to his Treatise on* the Structure of 
Words, tliMi to any other of his works. 

Nor has the art born confined to speculative 
critics ; for Cicero, a practical rhetorician, has at- 
tributed an ellicacy to the harmony of periods, 
which experience only can prove fo be real. A 
sentence of no more than live words, (p» informs us, 
was received with ii'iiwrsaJ plaudits, though, as the 
author of it contested, thpir whole nurit consisted 
in the skilful collocation. Transpose kul a smgle 
word, and the effect will he entncly 'lost. In his 
elegant Dialogues ‘bn the Character of an Orator^ 
he has entered into a curious disquisition on the sub# * 
ject of prosaic numbers, and seems to require m an 
oration, an exactness of metre almost equal to that 
of verse. The subject is certainly curious, and this 
greaf ‘'rhetorician, as welfas qratqr, has treated it 
with precision : b u' as then quantity of Latin words 
is ascertained by rules very 111 fevert from the ana- 
logy of modern languages, thc&trtctureD of Cicero 
have no otherwise contributed to hafrmoni/e the 
periods of our writers, than bjft suggesting the 
beauty and expediency of prolate modulation. . 

But if his precepts have not much, iaiiaence in 
giving this (inching grace to coropafitiofts .,v**»9ur .1 
own language, Ids example may communicate to 
them the most captivating melody. His cadences 
arc almost as p!ca»iug to a susceptible ear, as a re- 
gular piece of music. So necessary did he deem it 
to saifcfy tlie sense hearing, that he often adds a 
synonymous and tmnecesaqry word to complete the 
1 roundness of his period. To accuse an author, of 
Cicero’s fame, of usi% words merely for the scjjnd, 
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may, perhaps, surprise hinrwho is not conversant 
in his writings ; but the recollection ‘ of a few pas- 
sages will immediately induce those, who are* well 
acquainted with his works, to acknowledge the just- 
ness of this observation. ' c 

But whoever would trace this harmony to its 
origin, must be referred to the Greek wrkers. 
Their numerous expletives which occur in every 
page, are used almost solely to fill up chasms in the 
cadence, and to render the harmony full and per- 
fect. Some critics have, indeed, attempted to r point 
out the signification of every particle in every pas- 
sage; but their ill success after all their diligence, 
tends to caiform the preceding position. 

The periods of Plato are the* models of* Cicero. 
A good ear, on a cussory comparison of a few 
sentences, cannot but observe how well the Iipman 
orator haB imitated the Gr$ek philosopher. 

It may be reasonably conjectured, that one cause 
why those ancient writers, who have come down to 
us entire, survived tlvdr contemporaries, mdf' be, 
that they extended |heir rttenticfr beyond copious* 
ness and solidity titir pleasing sound and modulated 
cadence. - « 

Among all our late writers *none appear to me 
so capable of pteasing an attic car as the late 
’Mrv, Harris, of Salisbury. In his Philological In- 
quiries He -bp*/ treated the subject on which I now 
••speaks o ith peculiar accuracy and elegance. 
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•On the Prevailing Taste* for the Old 
L'.ntiUth Poets. 


Tm^ antiquarian spirit, w ich was one# confine J to 
inquiries concerning tlu manners, the buildings, 
the records, and the corns of the ages that preceded 
•us, has now extended itself to those poetical com- 
positions which were popular among our forefathers, 
but vfliich have gradually sunk into olflivion through 
the decay of language, and the prevalence of a cor- 
rect and polished taste, kiosks printec^in the black 
letter arjc sought foy with the same avidity with which 
the English antiquary peruses a monumental inscrip- 
tion, or treasuri&^ip a Saxon piece of monej. Thfic^ 
popiflar ballad composed by snmt illiterate nnnstrcT, 
and which has been haflded down by tradition for 
several centuries, is rescued from the Tiands of the 
vul^Rm, to obtain a place in the collection of the 
jpian of taste. Veit-cs, wtych # a ftfw years past, wore 
thought worthy the attention J&fcfrildren only, or 
of the lowest and rudest ordejs, are npw admired 
for that artless simplicity, which once obtained the 
name of coarseness /nd vulgarity. 

It must be confessed, that the species of antiijua- 
rianism is bettef calculated for tBe public in general 
than any other. An old rusty c o i idE^W^sflSe would 
excite rapture jin a Sainton gr frawlinsoii, buf 
would be beheld with perfect indifference by the 
greater pat t of the literati, and by all the unlearned. 
But the genuine beauties of poetry are capable of 
beinj relished by $ose who are perfectly regardless 
wheUier cr not «t was prjnted m the black letter, 
and written by Rowley or by Chatterton. Every 
lover of poetry is pilased with the judiciou^selec* 
33 
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tioQ Of Percy, thoughhe gives himself little £<hicem ' 
about dates. The antiquary may perhaps Admire 
the oldest and the worst piece in the collection, only 
Decausejt is* did. The common reader, however, 
docs often partake«with the antiquarian in the -plea- 
sure resulting from labour bestowed in ‘ researches 
after poetry, though hr has no adequate idea <rf the 
supreme felicity of finding an Otho. 

The mere antiquarian taste in poetry, or the ad- 
miration of bad poetry merely because it is ancient,' 
is certainly absurd. It is more difficult to disfcoovsr 
the meaning of many of our old poets, disguised as 
it is in an obsolete and uspouth phraseology, than 
to read an fipgant Greek or Latin author. Such 
study is, indeed, not unfrequent 1 . v, like raking in a 
cjunghill for pearls, and gaining ttiq labour only for 
— wie s pains. ¥ 

* Our earlier poets, mapy of whose names and 
works are deservedly forgotten, seem to have thought 
that rhyme was poetry. And even this constituent 
requisite they apgdiedvsritli extreme negligence. It 
was, however, gobd,enough for its readers; most of 
whom considerktF i thp mere ability of reading as a 
very high attainment. It has had its day, and the 
antiquary must not despise us, ff wc cannot peruse 
it with patience* Be who delights in all such read- 
ing as is never read, may derive some pleasure 
from the of his ta6te ; but he ought still 

«*to tip; judgment of mankind, which has 

consigned to oblitfon the Works which he admires. 
While he pores unmolested on Chaucer, Gower, 
Lydgate, and Occleve, let him not censure our 
obstinacy in adhering to Homer, Virgil, IVJilton, 
and Pope. 1 

In perusing the antiquated pages of our English 
bards, we sometimes find a passage which has com- 
parative merit, and which shines with the greater 
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hustrJL 'bbcause it is -surrounded with deformity. 
•While vc corisider the rude taste of Uteratifre, the 
want of models, the depraved state of readers* we 
are struck with the least appearance of beauty. We 
are •flattered with an idea. of our own penetration* 
iiT discovering excellencies which 
notice of the world. We take up 
a previous determination, to prove that it contains 
valuable matter. We are unwilling that our pains 
should be unrewarded. We select a few lines from 
a iopg work, and by a little critical refinement* 
prove tliat they arc wonderfully excellent. But 
the candid are ready to^confess, that they have not 
often discovered in this department a^ufficient de- 
gree or quantity* of absolute merit* to repay the 
labour of a profound research. 

IJowe has said, that the old English herds and* 
minstrels soared many a height above their fol- 
lowers ; and it is true, that those old ballads, which 
ai^ in the mouths of peasants on both sides the 
Tw&d, have something iajtheiji Irresistibly capti- 
vating. Vulgar, •coarsef inelegapVthcv yet touch 
the heart. Many of theiri, wm&ftNpad, as the wri- 
ters intended, are musical. •They mhie pleased the 
ear and the minchqf a wholq people, and therefore, 
in spite of the cold feelings of tne critic, must be 
pronounced beautiful. Addison first gained .them 
the notice of scholars, by his prali^s of Chevy-Chase. 
He illustrated their beauties, by compmr^hein 
with the Classics. This indeed drew the attention 
of the classical reader ; but it may be questioned, 
whether it would not be a better method to view 
thejn as originals; and in order to procure them a 
general reception, appeal to the genuine feelings of 
nature. For, fn truth, •when compared as compo- 
sitions, with 'the correct works of Virgil or Horace* 
the barbarous language in which they are*written 


hav^ escaped, the 
the volume with 
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makes them appear to .disadvantage. At the tsamc 
time if must be confessed, that it affords ii*very 
pleasing employment to the c polite scholar, tc re- 
mark the coinoidencics of thought, which are usu- 
ally found in works # of genius, written *at different 
periods by those who could not possibly imitate 
each other. ** The philosopher gladly seizes <the 
phenomenon, as it tends to elucidate a curious truth 
respecting the human mind, that all men of nearly 
equal faculties, fall into nearly the same train o{ 
thought when placed in similar circumstances. {l 
Notwithstanding the incontrovertible merit of 
many of our ancient relicsj)f poetry, 1 believe it 
may be doubted, whether any one of them would 
be tolerated as' the production of a modern poet. 
As a good imitation of tl\p ancient manner it would 
its^mirers; but, considered independently as 
an .original, it would be thought a careless, vulgar, 
inartificial composition. There are few who do not 
read Dr. Percy a own piece, and those of other late 
writers, with pleasure; than the oldest ballad 
in the collection fi^that ingenious writer. 

. Poetical genrjtytSJpkareif with great lustre among 
the Scots, at & time wfyen it was obscured in Eng- 
land. At one of the barronest periods of English 
literature, Dinting Douglas, and Lyndsay, wrote 
wUh great elejptt$c^ as far as the language would 
admit, in the trUfWpirit of original poetry. They 
a better language, and a more durable 
» dialect, to have bfeewne national classics. With all 
• their beauties, it is difficult to read them with, pa- 
tience; for the necessity of' continually recurring 
to a glossary, cools the ardomr which the perusal of 
a beautiful passage may have excised, and induces 
the tired reader to fly to mq*e modern books, whose 
gold, equally pure* may be extracted without the 
tumbkwof an analytical process^ 
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Th| present age, it piust be owned wilh regret, 
,4s an age of literary deception. It is indeed charac- 
terise cal of an advanced period of letters and re- 
finement, when the various modes of. writing have, 
in eyery dejfartmcnt, been anticipated, toriiave re- 
course to ‘forgery in oader to gain attention. Of 
this«every one acquainted with the present statd of 
literature in England is sensible. Chatterton, 
though the best, is not the only imitator and pre- 
• tended restorer of our ancient poets. 

# It will be allowed by all, that a composition ought 
to be estimated by its absolute, ifot its relative 
merit. And yet a poem^ which, while it is supposed 
to have been written tlfree #r four cei^uries a go, is 
generally read an<J admired, is neglected as soon as 
it is discovered t$ be a modern production. This 
seems to have Ifaen the case with the reputed poems 
of Itowley. That a work shotfld lose its value, nf 
the eyes of the antiquary, when it is found to wear 
only a counterfeited rust, is not wonderful; but 
it'raight reasonably be supposed, that a man of 
9 taste would continue to qdimre ft even after the de- 
tection. Though at the it is true, that 

most men have so much of the antiquarian spirit as 
to feel an additional pleasure when excellence is 
united with antiquify. By an effort of imagination, 
we place ourselves in the age of the author, and 
call up a thousand collateral ideas, which ‘give 
beauties to his work not naturally inherent. 

Whether th% antiquarian taste in poefry if rdff- 
sonafele or unreasonable, it affords an elegant and 
a pleasing amusement to those who possess it. Mis- 
takes in matters of mere taste and literature are 
harmless in theiroconsequences to society. They 
have no direct* tendency to hurt any interest, or 
corrupt any morals. While therefore they are not 
likely to become gAicral, they must not be qgtacked 
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with virulence. Disputes in the republic of letters 
a republic, ^unlike the political commonwealth,' 
should he conducted with gentleness. That; hu- 
manity of temper, which a'succesaful pursuit of 
learning inspires, would, of itself, it might be sup- 
posed, secure a mild and generous behaviour yi 
literary controversy. 15 ut the reverse has usually 
been the case. Bentley, Middleton, Warburton, 
have sometimes indulged an irritable temper beyond 
those limits, which, as Christians and scholars, they 
must have seen and approved. They who have ob- 
served the run&mr mutually displaced in the disa- 
greements of the learned, must have concluded, if 
they knew not the state ^of the question, that some- 
thing of the utmost consequence to life, fame, or 
fortune, was at stake. Contempt or indignation 
must 'have taken place, r when they found that 
'TiBlhing *11101*0 was agitated, than the propriety or 
impropriety of Greek accents, the genuineness of 
sonic foolish book, the justness of a conjectural 
emendation, and othersubjects, which had nojfcvtfie 
least tendency to proimKe or injure either science 


or society. 




No. XL VIII. On the Moral Effects of Painting 
and Prints . 


Every thing which is capable of affecting the mind 
in a forcible manner may be rented subservhmt 
to the purposes of morality Music, and indeed 
all the sister arts, are known to possess a power of 
e*citin^sentiments of various kiifdsi of rousing the 
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|mind}to manly virtues or relaxing it to vice and 
•effeminacy, lint perhaps none are Imore instan- 
taneous or subtle in their operation than the pro- 
duction# of the art of painting. lihrery’ onc who 
cantfec, is Sblc to collect .the •meaning of an ob- 
vious picAirc, and the*transition fron^ the eyes to' 
tiie 4u?art is short and rapid. To receive an im- 
pression from a book, it is necessary to read and to 
reflect, but the idea suggested by a painting is 
• caught at a glance. 

• liberal and philosophical statesman, whose 
comprehensive mind attends to the morals no Jess 
than the finances of a nation, will consider the pub- 
lic exhibition of pictures ds a mattyt of national 
concern. He will* use his influence to cause such 
figures to be rcyr$*cntcd ♦«) the public, as hav^ a 
natiyal tendency*to call forth njauly sentiments,^* 
diffuse a love of decency and order, a spirit of be- 
nevnlence 4 honour, honesty, and patriotic virtue. 
Divines* and philosophers, warriors and statesmen, 
useful writers, and goodfmcfl of' t all denominations, 
m represented with all the charms of the pencil, and 
with all the natural expl-csjj^^ttf^their counte- 
nances, cannot fail to animate the Bosom with a 
love of excellent*.. And it, is one peculiar advan- 
tage, that this effect may be produced on the rude 
and the vulgar, on those who have never been, im- 
proved by education, and who are neither able nor 
inclined to improve themselves by re&diag’ a..4 r«s* 
flection. The encouragement Of the arts is indeed 
at tc titled with a considerable expense; but while 
they arc made by due direction to improve the 
minds of the people, » they amply repay it. When 
they are so perverted as to produce unmanly senti- 
ments, or viciobs and iik? habits, they arc, at once, 
the bane of private Jife and of a free constitution. 

The world never ^yet saw the equal of ou^ # couc- 
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tryman Hogarth, in the art of moral paintingf T hi 
scenes^ indeed, which he has exhibited* are taken; 
for the most part, though, not always, front, low 
life ; but in this respect the painter showed his 
judgment; not oply because low lfte affor/is a 
greater abundance and varibty of humoiflr, but be- 
cause low iTfe stands most in need of instruction, 
and can receive it more easily from a picture than 
from oral or written documents. I very much doubt, 
whether the sermons of a Tillotson ever dissuaded 
so efficaciously from lust, cruelty, and intemperance 
as the prints of a Hogarth. 

The painters of the Duprfi or Flemish school do 
indeed represent low £ife; ( but the representations 
are rather amusing than instructive. Indeed, I am 
not sure that they are not injurious to mankind : 
jijrir wliiJLo they exhibit men in some of the lowest 
and most humiliating forms, they tend to increase 
his real degradation. It is much to be lamented, 
that the great skill v^ich they evidently display in 
the art of painting, wps dot employed in subjects 
more susceptible of plevat : on. * 

Humorous 6r prints are, however, too 

entcrtainingCo be rejected, while they are restrained 
within the limits of decency and good-nature. The 
taste for them is, in this age and country, very 
prevalent; but 1 am sorry to say, t that the limits 
which we have just mentioned are too little ob- 
• c cr*£d««t Among the various methods invented for 
the gratification of private and perty malice, few 
have been more successful than the carricatura. 
There is no personage however exalted, nor cha- 
racter however respectable) which may not be low- 
ered in the estimation of the vulgar, by a ludicrous 
picture exhibited to public view* Some action, 
passion, feature^ attitude, or dress, may be applied 
to the most deserving man* arid may render him an 
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lobjecS .of ridicule. A most unjust perversion of u 
{noble, art; but which, it is to be feased, will con- 
tinue while the public is led by its taste for detrac- 
tion to reward the artist by the purchase of his 
works, however defamatory. 

»tfumoitf>us prints have been of late very success- 
fully used to ridicule some of those extravagancies 
of dress and manners, which arise from efle’ininacy 
of maimers, and tend to increase it. The figures 
, represented have raised a very natural and innocent 
laugh, and the satire, though well {jointed and di- 
feettd, has not usually been personal. Nothing 
can be more laudable, than to exert this very effica- 
cious art in rendering frfly, wanity, and vice, objects 
of derision. • 

But \t must be ionfesse^ that it is much oftener 
employed in cofeupting the heart and imgginatQ)!^ 
by indecent figures. And herd I cannot help mak- 
ing a complaint against "the police of l^e metropolis* 
which allows some of the shops in the most crowded 
stitrtg to exhibit, in their windows, such prints as 
caanot fail to enfteme thg pflssidtis of ^experienced 
" youth. Why slumbers the or to what 

purpose are the laws and wiscfregulaiUns of a civil* 
ized state, if we c^pnot permit our children towalk 
through the public; streets of the capital without 
danger of corrupting their morals, merely by their 
looking into a "window, which is so furnished as to 
attract the attention of the most innoceijk'£n<\jiQ* 
suspicious i Aureal and successive crowd is usu- 
ally assembled before the print-shops, which, while 
it annoys the honest passenger who is hastening to 
transact important business, is perpetually drinking 
in a poisonous drqpght, of which who can tell how 
malignant and ^dinusiveunay be the consequences? 
Indeed, the print-shops, which display to thousands 
vol. xli. \ 2 a 
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in the course of every day tjie most inflammatory,, 
print*, may justly he stigmatised as the guides to 
the brothel. In aocicut timef, and in heathen cities, 
we read of the utmost precautions taken to preserve 
the modhsty of v,pung men; and ought not the 
rulers of the greatest citv in the Christian worlcUto 
blush while they connive at a practice, which te,nds, 
perhaps more than any thing else, to debauch the 
minds of apprentices, clerks, and indeed of all the 
rising generation ? It is certainly a nuisance, and 
ynay legally j>e removed. The interest of some 
unconscicntious individual might. perhaps be injured 
by lessening the sale of hjg corrupting representa- 
tions ; but what is thtt interest of an individual, 
when put in competition with % the morals of the 
multitude ? If the pript-shops if* a great city were 
*4fi exhibit only virtuous prints, they might be highly 
serviceable to the cause of morality. 

The serious part of mankind have complained, 
that some of the catchpenny periodical publications 
have of late been embellished, as it is calledffrith 
such prints as tend immediately \o corrupt private 
life, and mosypaen&ally to injure society. Neither 
have. they appeared Clandestinely, but have boldly 
solicited notice by a , description of their contents 
in the public advertisements. Jhe serious part of 
mankind have, I say, complained, and have asked 
each other, whether the official guardians of religion 
.smkdoiiuocy have been so immersed in politics, or 
bo engaged in pursuit of preferment, as not to have 
noticed publications which they ought, il'thup pos- 
sessed sufficient influence, to have suppressed? 
They vi ho have sons and daughters cannot but ap- 
pro?:; ml danger, when the mosUtlicenrious pictures 
are daily obtruded on the^ublic eve; and they can- 
not help thinking* at the same lime, that the pre- 
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tservajfion of the children of the commonwealth de- 
serves at least* as much attention from the legislature, 
as the preservation ofJiares and puppies. 

The art of painting is one of t!u»«*p -innocent and 
delightful iffeans of pleasure, winch Providence lias 
kmdiy afiBrdcd to briyfiten the prospects of hujnan 
life# I nder due reflections, and witPi proper 
rection, ii may he rendered something more than an 
elegant mode of pleasing the eye and the imagi- 
nation; it may become a very powerful auxiliary of 
Mirtiff. ' • 

It is but just to add, that soon after this paper 
Mas printed, but beforj* it was published, the ma- 
gistrates of London issued Orders fomhe prosecu- 
tion of*uch printselliTs as should exliibit licentious 
prints in their i\;itmows* • . 


No. XL I X . On hi c [mjtlrojpriql y of publ id y adopt iug 
a Mew Translation f) thd'Wible, 


The translators of our Bible, it is allowed* hud 
great merit; but, as nothing is begun and perfected 
at the same time, it is not surprising tliayhe M»nai 
lation ifc not exempt from tlie characteristic of all 
human undertakings. Critics, assisted by the la- 
hours of the translators, have prosecuted their in- 
quiries into the Hebrew text, and have defected 
erroTs in it whidPthcy are willing to magnify into 
importance. Manuscripts having been collated, and 
the Hebrew text at last ascertained, as far as human 
ingenuity can ascertain it, there seems, at tiic - 
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pletion of the labour, to be a . wish among the qritics(. 
for a n i'w translation. 

For my own part, if I may venture to give an 
opinion contrary to that of the profound collators of 
Hebrew hrianuscript.s, I cannot help thinking a /iew 
translation of the Bible an aitempt extrctoely dan- 
gerous, and ljuite unnecessary. Instead of serving 
the cause of religion, which is the ostensible motive 
for the wish, I am convinced that nothing would 
more immediately tend to shake the basis of the 
establishment. f 

Time gives a venerable air to all things, to fcien, 
to trees, to buildings, and tp books. Sacred things 
acquire peculiar sanctity by 'long duration. A new 
church, with ‘all the embellishments of Grecian 
architecture, is far less ( vcncrahlt than the Gothic 
^tojier overgrown with moss. The*prescnt transla- 
tion of the Bible derives an advantage from its anti- 
quity greatly, superior to any which could arise 
from the correction of its inaccuracies. Imagine a 
Jboman senator or warrior, "dressed out like a^pow- 
dered beau of modern limas. M<uch more care is 
bestowed on hijuin Ms present dress. He is nicely 
and accurately arrayed in every part. But what is 
the result ? He is now pretty, and before he was 
majestic. Ju6t so, were the Bible corrected and 
modernized, it would probably become more showy, 
and perhaps quite exact : but it would lose that air 
otsanctit^ which enables it to make an impression 
which no accuracy could produce. « 

We hove received the Bible in the very words in 
which it now stands from our fathers ; we have 
learned many passages of it by heart in our infancy; 
we find it quoted in sermons froratjthe earliest td'the 
latest times; so that its phrase is become familiar 
to our e$$, and we cease to be startled at apparent 
difficult&i Let all this be called prejudice; but it 
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its a|prcjudice which- universally prevails^ in the 
* middle and lower ranks ; and we shotlld hardly re- 
cognize the Bible, wem* it to be read in our churches 
in any «other words than those which ohr lathers 
licasd befor? us. . « 

•It is trfic, indeed, that some verv devout .and 
welfr- moaning people carry the prejudice too far,' 
when they profess to believe that our translation 
was written with the linger of the Almighty, and that 
■ to alter a tittle of it is to be guilty of blasphemy. 

as the faith of such person* is strong, and 
their intentions pious, it would be imprudent to 
shock their minds by^an innovation, which they 
could not help corisidcring*as an insfflt on heaven. 
If the lessons in the church were to be read in dif- 
ferent words fregirthose which they have heard 1‘rpm 
theij; infancy, tlifrir faith might J>e more endangered 
than by all the arguments of the deists. And sfleh 
persons, though the sarcastic may stigmatize them 
as weak brethren, are too valuable members, espe- 
ciall)*m this age, to be* waytoqjy cut off from th* 

, body of tlie church. • # 

But forbearing to urge\hq^air of. veneration ac- 
quired by time, or the attachments learned by pre- 
judice to the Bible, l cannotjiclp thinking, that the 
present translation ought to be retained in our 
churches for jts intrinsic beauty and excellence. 
We have had one specimen of a new translation of 
the Bible by a very learned and ingeniuisQ bishop. 
It is exact and turious*, but Will venture to say 
it approaches not to the majesty, sublimity, and lire 
of the old translation, A reader, after going through 
it, vjill not upon the whole, receive so deep and 
lasting an imprcsllon from it, as from die old one, 
with all its imperfections. And it is from the gc- , 
neral effect of a work that its excellence must be 
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The poetical passages of scripture are peculiarly 
pleasing in tlfe present translation. The language, * 
though it is simple ami natural, is rich and expres- 
sive. Solomon’s Song, difficult as 4 is to be inter- 
preted, may be read with delight, even 'if we, attend 
to little else^bqt the brilliancy of the diction; aAd 
it is a circumstance which increases its grace, 'that 
it appears to be quite unstudied. The Psalms, as 
well as the whole Bible, arc literally translated, and 
yet that translation abounds with passages exqui- 
sitely beautiful and irresistibly transporting. , T we,i 
where the sense is not very clear, nor the connexion 
of ideas obvious at first sigty, the mind is soothed, 
and the ear finished, With the powerful yet unaf- 
fected charms of the style. It i& not indeed neces- 
sary to enlarge on the r excellences of the transla- 
* tron in general ; for, its beauties afc such as are to 
be recognized by feeling mpre than by description, 
and it must be owned, that they have been power- 
fully felt by the majority of the nation ever since file 
r first edition. In many,, a cottagq and farm-lfousc, 
where the Bible an<i Prayer-Book constitute the 
library, the sy-eet stfngs* of Judah, and the enter- 
taining histofies of Joseph and his brethren, Saul 
and Jonathan, constitute a nevet -failing source of 
heart-felt pleasure. 

Tt is false refinement, vain philosophy, and an im- 
moderate love of dissipation, which causes so little 
attention^ be paid to this venerable book in the 
busy and gay wofld. If Ve do toot disclaim all 
belief in its contents, it is surely a great omissSm in 
many gentlemen and ladies who wish tp be com- 
pletely accomplished, or think themselves sj> al- 
ready, to be utterly unacqjjaintft with the sacred 
volume* It is our duty to inspect it, and it is gra- 
ciously so ordered, that our duty ip this instance 
may bj^a pleasure; for th ( e Bible is truly pleasing. 
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considered only as a collection of very ancient and 
curious history and poetry. 

With respect to the impropriety of appointing a 
new translation to be redu in churches, what I have 
advanced cfh the subject is only matter bf opinion, 
rihd m a perhaps be found in the event erroneous. 
1 shall, however, very confidently say? that innova- 
lions of this kind are of the highest importance, 
and tnay probably be attended with the most violent 
concussions. 'They ought therefore to be attempted 
«nlg when there is an absolute necessity for them, 
and after the maturest deliberation. 


• No. L. On the Multiplkation of Books . 


No 8musements t arc more^asijy attainable^and**- 
tended with more solid Satisfaction and fewer incon- 
veniencies, than the literary*. In these late ages, 
there is scarcely a subject? which can reasonably 
excite human ciftiosity, on^rhich satisfactory infor- 
mation may not* be acquired by the perusal of 
books, which, from their multitude, arc obviou* to 
all who are disposed to give them their attention. 
Poetry, history, eloquence, and philosophy -in* all 
its ramificatioiTs, are Constantly at hand, and ready 
to gratify the mental appgfite with every elegant 1 
variety of intellectual sustenance. The imagination 
cag at all times call up* by the medium of books, the 
most vivid reprfsentations of every object, which 
the physical and moral world have been knowp to 
produce. Exempt from the inconveniences or 
k foreign travel, from the dangers of a military life, 
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fr6m the narrow escapes of the voyager, and ifrom 
the tumult of political engagements, the student can 
enjoy, in the comfortable ..retareat of his library^* all 
that has employed the active faculties of man in 
every department of life. ' • 

As a source of a very lively, as well As a pufc 
pleasure, reading is become the constant amuse- 
ment of that considerable part of the community, 
whom the circumstances of profession, sex. or incli- 
nation, have confined to a sedentary life. Tin 1 * age 
is said to be dissipated, and tlu* most suprrheiabob* 
servation will justify the cmnpl m t. Yet it must, 
on the other hand, be ackmw lodged, that it is most 
extensively cfcjighttn<’<L (# Hooks, that possess ori- 
ginality and real merit, are still encouraged 1 . Cir- 
culating libraries, furnislur*! with va!,< table as well as 
trifling works, and societies established for tne pur- 
chase of new publications, ^bouud throughout the 
kingdom. The stream of national knowledge is 
certainly diffuse; nor ( is there sufficient reason 
s^ert^ivhat some have, maintained, that it i£ be- 
come shallow by diffusion, w If the productions of 
those who have gone^iefore are richer and more 
solid, it reflects not disgrace cm their followers, 
whose/ discoveries are ai)ticipnted by the first inves- 
tigators. lie who first opens the mine, will return 
ladfen.with treasure at an easy rate. , He who suc- 
ceeds may, with more sagacity and labour, acquire 
lesf'^nor should it detract from his praise, that he 
brings Forth little where little remained. 

In this advanced stagp of literature, much of* the 
student's life is necessarily employed in retracing 
the progress of those who have preceded him. ,Tie 
heaps up knowledge, and has ofteft little time, even 
if h<? has inclination and ability, to communicate it 
in a correct and graceful manner. There is little 
doubt, bit that many of the literati, who hove neve^ 
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written, arc at least .equal in tjic extent of their 
^knowledge tD the writers whom thoy stifdy and 
'fuhwirc. They have sicvcr written, perhaps, front 
indolence, and perhaps ffom a want- of a power to 
utter, with Agreeable facility, ^hat they apprehend 
with clearness. Those must be supplied wi^h a 
constant succession of books ; and it isTound by ex- 
periencc, that few books please more cordially, or 
at least excite attention more forcibly, than those 
of contemporary authors. It appears then, that for 
ihe sake of the learned as well the common 
reader, the multiplication of books, though it has 
sometimes been lamented, ought, upon the whole, 
to be encouraged. No one is compelled to read 
what be docs not approve. A sumptuous enter- 
tainment is prepared, nor should the guest find fault 
with the numbe* or variety of the dishes. •They&ro 
"all faid before him with design \o give him pleasure, 
and it is easy to select that which, is capable of 
affording it, and to refilfce qj 1 that is insipid or dis- 
gustful. 

Modern authoTs are natufallydispoifed to justify to 
themselves and others the*adfKtion which they make 
to the number of boflks. JOiey are unwilling to 
suppose, that evtiry subject^ is anticipated ; that all 
the avenues to fame are closed ; that the knowledge 
acquired by sUidy, and adorned by the exprqsshm 
of genius, is incapable of obtaining its proper re- 
ward, the praise of every ingenuous an£ congeal 
mind. Literary productions •continue, therefore, 
to multiply, and every writer finds some plausible 
apology for presenting to tifie public an additional 
volume. 
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No, LI. Letters *thc Source of solid Consolation. 


Tiie sacred writers, the he* then philosophers, ail 
who have either thought or written with solidity, 
have agreed that man is horn to trouble, and that 
few and evil are his days. The moral poet Euri- 
pides has said, that to be a Man i?» a sufficient plea 
for being miserable ; and who indeed has no^fcl.* 
this truth ? 

Yet it is at the same time <f rue, that the kind hand 
of Providence has scattered flowers as well as 
thorns in the road of life ; and the great shill re- 
quited, is to select thosfcthal ard pereunial, those 
that do not bud, blow, anti wither in a day, from 
those that shine with transient lustre, or conceal 
poisonous qualities under a vivid foliage. 

Among the many arguments for a < las si cal and 
ttoiijtivdicnftive educating, there are few which <night 
to have a greater weight, than that it enables those 
who enjoy the benefit ^f it, to derive the purest, the 
sweetest, the fnost elegant, fand the least injurious 
pleasures from themselves and from reflection. The 
man of taste and learning creates, us it were, a little 
world of his own, in w hich he exercises his facul- 
ties; and he feels his most exalted satisfactions 
aririittg firm things, the existence of which is 
scarcely known to tl*e vulgar mind. 

The parent in the ipiddle ranks of life, whfc is 
able to place his son. above dependence, contributes 
more to his real happiness, when he gives him a 
taste for the classics, and for studies which will 
exalt his nature, than when ify making him a trader 
without a gentleman’s education, he affords him an 
opportunity of hereafter shining in the mean magni* 
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ficencp of wealth, unaccompanied with elegance 
4 and •liberality. To ‘possess tlfousands v#ith the 
nayjow' spirit of a mere stodfc-jobfier, con add 
but little real liuppincsye But to a possess a just 
taste for ^ Virgil, and for the other line writers 
v^hom tlif world lias hyig a'dmifcd; to be capable of 
feeding their beauties, with only the aomiuon com- 
forts and conveniences of life, will confer, an ele- 
gance and dignity of mind ; and will cause a finer 
pleasure than was ever known to a Crass us or a 
£live. 

* Where, indeed, shall we find objects capable of 
attaching the mind in every stage of life, in every 
condition, in every tinfk, jp every place, but in the 
walks of literature ? These studics^Says Cicero, in- 
a passage which {pm never be too often repeated, 
afford nourishment to offr youth, delight our>o)d 
ag£, adorn prospciity, supply*a refuge in*adver8ity, 
are a constant source# of pleasure at liome, are no 
impediment while abroad, attend uS in the night* 
s«?asgn, and accompany us fh our travels an d re tire- 
incuts. Tlie great statesman «poke-the difffflfeMR* 
his own experience. 1 o*his«hours of dejection and 
privacy, we owe mar^v of his finest philosophical 
treatises, in tlie # composition of which he a while 
forgot hi* own and his country's calamity. 

Deep sorrow is* known to seek solitude for indul- 
gence. Confpany may dissipate the lighter fares, 
but it appeals like mockery to real woe. Add to 
this, that to nyx with # compar^ while uttder tlTPin- 
flu^nce of grief, unless it is the company of familiar t 
friends, is a violation of the^ules of propriety, since 
it tends to throw a darpp on that cheerfulness, to 
promote which one oi the ends of society. But 
solitude invites to landing; and amid the great 
variety of books, some one may always be found in* 
unison with our own temper In the retirements of 
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our library, no insolent intruder can upbraid, us for 
disinclination or Incapacity to taste convivial en- ^ 
joyment. Tnerc # *we may find balsam for eatery 
wound of the mind, and a 'emeut medicine for every 
disease. t , 

When tiie prospects whicty present themselves f in 
the common, road of life arc dark and dreary, ( ,the 
man of taste can step jisidc into the clysium of poesy, 
and tread the fiowery paths, and view the gilded 
scenes which fancy raises with the magic of en- 
chantment. The ingenious biographer of the poet 
Gray has informed us, that the most approvcd’pro'- 
ductions of his friend were brought forth soon after 
the death of one whom the pi jet loved. Sorrow led 
him to seek ftr solace of the muse. That the muse 
smiled on her votary, every reader of taste "has al- 
ready acknowledged. Safcrcd history has acquainted 
us With the power of music over the passions, *and 
there is little doubt but the verse as we ll as the lyre 
of David, can Soothe the troubled spirits to repose. 

It is difficult to be attached to the common <&- 
^tfW’human pursuit, without fee! : .ng the sordid or 
the troublesome pa$& : om>. But in the pursuits of 
learning, all is liberal,' « noblq generous. They re- 

S uire and promote tlfht comprehensive mode of 
linkfcg, which overlooks the little and mean occu- 
pations of the vulgar mind. To thb man of philoso- 
phical observation, the world appear# as a theatre, 
in which the busy actors toil and weary themselves 
foHftis anuHernent. He sees, the emptiness of many 
objects which are ardently pursued ; he is acquaipted 
with the false glitter that surrounds him; he knows 
how short and unsubstantial are the good aud evil 
that excite oil the ardour of pursuit and abhorrence; 
and canjfterefore derive a degree of delight from 
* veftectioii, of which they wh& are deeply, and eves 
successfully interested in them, can never partici- 
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J >atc. Notwithstanding the charms of opulence, yet 
lave ‘.Socrates and Epictetus attracted mOre ad- 
niimrs, and probably enjoyed more tranquillity^ of 
xuind, than the richest /publican of. Athens and 
Uoiujc. o' . 

Jt is triar, that learning should be pursued ns a 
qualification for the several professions^ civil life ; 
but excluding the motives of interest and ambition, 
it is to be cultivated for its own sake, by those who 
understand and wish to enjoy, under every circum- 
stance, the utmost attainable happiness. Next to 
religfon, it is the best and sweetest source of com- 
fort in those hours of dejection, which every mor- 
tal must sometimes exjrcricficc. It constitutes one 
of the .most solid pillars to support* the tottering 
fabric of human felicity, a^d commonly contribute? 
as much to virtue as to happiness. 


No. LI I, On the Excellence of Lord Bacon as u 
Mgrali&Ct 


No acts arc so truly our own as those of the undpf^ 
standing. The world has long agreed in admira- 
tion of Alexander, Caesar, and Charles of Sweden; 
and the remark pf Ciccjo seem^ not to HSve occur- 
red tg> them, that the glory of a general is in great 
measure derived from the nrtfrit of those who obey 
him, and that a thousand contingencies must con - 
spin* to give efficacy to the best concerted plans of 
military operation. • 

But the works of genfus arc commonly produced 
in solitude. The mind forms its own design* and 
xli. /2a 
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pursues thin itself all the methods that conduce 
to its accomplishment. Fortune has JUtlc influence 
in retarding or promoting its purposes. IfJ f then “ 
the proportion of glory, t^liich ought to redound to 
an individual, is to be estimated by. personal merit, 
independently of external njd and accidental etents, 
the triumphs of ingenuity must be held more ho- 
nourable than the triumphs of valour, and u 'con- 
quest of the intellectual world more worth\ the dig- 
nified ipage of history, than the subjection of the 
terraqueous globe. Such a conqueror is the great 
Bacon ; and Vrhcn the world shall have corrected 
its erroneous judgment, he will be placed in a rank 
superior to tjhe son of fMiilfy. 

A popular historian of England has, however, de- 
preciated the merit of this glpry of our' nation. 
Inline has plainly proifcuneed him inferior to the 
Fforentfne philosopher Galiheo ; and he attributes 
the great applause that has«been paid to him, to the 
illiberal partiality of our national spirit. Some- 
thi ng more reasonable th»n the suggestions of\tlus 
"spImVill prompt many to attribute his detraction 
to national envy. » 

The testimony oP foreigners, who cannot be 
biassed by this prejudice, is truly honourable to our 
great philosopher. Waco Verulamius, for so they 
B gall him, is more frequently mentioned, and with 
higher applause, than the ingenious philosopher of 
Italy. Cireat as have been the praises bestowed on 
l?acon inTais own country, they have never reached 
the high encomiums of foreign universities. 

It was the great mistake of Aristotle to have ac- 
commodated his physics to his logic, instead of ren- 
dering his logic subservient to lqs physics; and, as 
the critics have observed, tby inverting the natural 
ostler of things, to have subjected the end to the 
means,. To remove this error, our philosopher in- 
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^ventedltis norum or? amort, in ulych he teaches to 
reaMiB by induction ; a mure effectual method of 
eliemng truth, than •the. antiquated and trifling 
forms of a perfejet >\ llogisfn. I his wfnk is acknow- 
ledged to ife his mast er-pK’tv ; t and the 'beneficial 
effect it hits bed in aocctfaining M’kiici, by icduqing 
it hf the test of i xpcriuient, is ahu«t: # MiHic!t nt to - 
mtitle him to all the fame he enjoys. 

But 2ii> j>i i dominant excellence in p'ornolmg the 
scienfv of nature., seems almost to have absorbed hia 
^ongiis a moralist. Hisgmiu?, !uwg*\«r hnftudto 
penetrate into all subjects on which it directed its 
beams, made tluwe disyveries in common life and 
common manners, wbicb. #il might 4ie supposed, 
would be les.v lihVIy to occur to the deep and recluse 
speculator than A (ft he matt of buMnoss. In all hi? 
nionil writings rlfcrc i? a solidify of remaak, wltfcli 
enable 1 ** the read* t to select something useful 
every perusal. It is tnij* original aud substantial 
excellence, which gives a gwe to his writings, not 
to be^lefornmi l^v a style J)y i»° means u 
elegant; though Sir Kith.ird Baker,' whose taste, 
however, wn. not » tpiaJ Jolinjfknowkdge, asserts of 
it, that BdCun has written in*o sweet a style, that, 
like maim.., :t pleases every palate. • 

Men of profound science commonly excel more 
in judgme t than in wit. But Bacon is »ckpjtftC~ 
lodged to have displayed a very considerable degree 
of wit. in his moral lucubration?, llapin^ays, tU#re 
is more ok it fn his Ethics, than in auv of his 
writings; lor which, I think^i rue-on n.ay easily be 
assigned. Observations on nun and manners admit 
a playful ingenuity of thought ; but the features of 
severe science are not # oftcn to be relaxed by the 
sal I i t\s o f a spo Ai ve fan . 

I have often regretted, that so sagacious an dh-* 
■'kjptanding was not more frequently employed in 
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speculations more generally useful, than those su- 
blime subjects of science which are uncoiiifccted* 
with practice. Had he employed tliat sultiilf of 
observation, in remarking and describing manners, 
which is ‘conspicuous in some useless ctnjectur/ s in 
natural philosophy', there is' little dnuli* but the 
world would have received great light, where 
light is ' most wanted, in the art of regulating our 
passions, and the conduct of life. The little he has 
left us is an invaluable treasure; and the works I . 
should most wish to recover, if all his production 
were lost, is the Moral Kssays. * 

The Advancement of Learning, though much less 
read thau thc t 8uperficial t woi! i ks of later times, is one 
of the most entertaining and improving bookj; in the 
language. The remarks in it strrke t ho mind with 
fiti^h an evidence of conviction, that the truth dis- 
covered pleases like that derived from mathematical 
demonstration. The thoughts of Bacon have this 
peculiar excellence, that they not only please and 
convince by their justness, but lead the mvuFto 
^tiiuE^itill farther h n Ihc subject? and assist it in 
its efforts. Not like, the triding w riter, who is 
forced to make the mist advantage of a good idea 
by djlatingit, as the # gold«beater extends a little 
gold; Bacon leaves the reader, to comment on a 
seijd reflection, when he has once given it utterance 
fn a clear and concise expression. 

Ilis reputation as an historian, though great 
during his*lifc v seems gradually ten have declined, 
and is now nearly lost. His reign of Henry the 
Seventh is only read bj' those whose veneration for 
him induces them to acquaint themselves with all 
hts works. 

Whatever defects the prudence of a bad taste 
ms/ have occasioned in some of hi.' productions, we 
ifaay compare them all together to a venerable pile 
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1 ni'Clnthic architecture, which though it his not to 
b ofat the grace of Gracing elegance, or the finery of 
the Chinese st > It . nossews a solidity und'snbstnnce, 
which will^amc it to endure *vhcn not* one stone 
shall be Jolt upon aiuftbcr in the iditices of a more 
refined or ostentatious taste. 

When we compare this great man s writings with 
some of the. weaknesses of Ins life, we are tempted 
to exclaim with a modern delineator of characters, 
tfYkij, poor human nature \ 


No. LIU. * t)/i ihe ( II (ace <J a Pro/cssio 


IMtru has been said on jhe necessity of disco- 
vering the genius at 8 puerile age, and » 
suiting nature in the ehoi8c cu a profession. Vet, 
after all, chance usually tfetqf mines the boy’s desti- 
nation. 

It is, indeed, by no ine^s easy to find in the 
child the distinguishing excellence of the futun^ 
man. The miml, in the course of a few yearr/Stp* 
pcarb to undergo a total renovation. Different 
faculties, like different trees, put forth {Ju* blosvms 
which presage Ihe fruit, at easier or later periods, 
according to some interior arrangement, which 
eludes research. They who have taken the most 
pains to learn the natural propensity of the young 
min'd, and have ifeen led by some striking appear- 
ance to choo$e a future employment for it, 
found their pupils no more skilful or successful, 
% than those who were directed to the same plan 
barely by fortuitous cftcumatanees. Few parents, 
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and few* superintendants of education, arc callable ■ 
of forming this judgmenj ; a judgment that Wust 
proceed from an intimate knowledge of the human 
heart, and* a long experience of tnd changes pro- 
duced in it bv time and accidents. i «* 

But it is less difficult to discover the advantages 
and disadvantages of die various employments of life, 
than to point out those who arc formed by nature to 
.fill them with honour. 

The clerical profession seems to be well adapted 
to promote the happiness of him who can command 
his passions, and who is of a contented disposition. 
Such an one w a Christian plftlosopher, and possesses 
the agreeable* privilege of instructing his Jcllow- 
crejitures in moral, philosophical^ and religious 
truths. He is at liberty to pursue «one of the plea- 
santest and the most tranquil paths of life, that which 
leads through, the quiet, ydt diversified regions of 
learning. He is usually respected much more than 
«ihfti&«Sifhose birth and fortunes have placed tlyjnf in 
a higher sphere. Hfe i^ more a nAstcr of his time, 
that invaluable posse^oif, than the rest eff the busy 
world, because nis engagements are at an appointed 
season. But if to accumulate money, either from 
the necessity of providing for a family, or from 
wfcice, be his object, he will find himself miserable, 
because he is placed in a situation, where his desire 
ca«aot oftqnbe gratified with case and honour. The 
stipends of the mostauseful port of Hie clergy , 4 those 
who officiate, are oflcn not greater than the earpings 
of a hireling mechanic. Vet an appearance of a 
competency must be supported bv the curate, not 
from pride alone, but from a laudable design of ac- 
complishing the purposes ophis profession. In vain 
mil he preach, in vain will he set a good example, 
if a mean appearance and mode of living contradict 
the received opinions of tongruity, and prodtafe 
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• contempt* There are indeed rioii preferments ; hut 
thu^ it is observed, do not ustially fall to merit as 
the reward of it, but aisc lavished where interest and 
funnily cosiest ion put in their irresistible claim. 
Hhov segtn, in this uge, to be Considered as supple- 
xmmtal provisions for tnc younger brothers of opulent 
and noble families. He, therefore, who ha$ neither 
interest nor connexions, must learn, when he enters 
on jhis profession, to view tlie goods of this world 
jn the light in which they have been considered by 
theVisest and the best of mortals. • 

More families have been raised to civil eminence 
by the study of the laft r , than by any other pursuit, 
ltiches and honours lmvd been precisely accumu-, 
luted on its successful professors. The multiplica- 
tion of statute^ and the fhriety of forms in modern 
tinfcs, have indeed rendered die study uflcomiiftnly 
intricate and laborious, and it seems therefore to 
merit uncommon rewards. But distinguished suc- 
cesses necessarily confined* to few, and many have 
worn out a good constitution «in petusing 4**rin; j£i 
all others the least amusing,# without any return of 
honour or of profit. # ln tn« age the profession i* 
overrun by the multitude *of nominal, if not real 
students. Formerly the hoir to a good estate was 
brought up to little else than fox-hunting, and to bp* 
in at the death,, ajnd to water the quorum ten 
round, were the objects of his highest ambition; 
but now he is usually entered at an innaof court, ad- 
vised to read Blacicstone, aifd called to the bar.. 
And though he should new succeed there, yet it if 
certainly better to let a young man have a profession 
to Employ his tly>iights, than to suffer him to live in 
idleness and # vice. JVhen, after a life of useful 
labour, the advocate !s rewarded with a judged aty* 
pointment, his labour does not cease. Ease, his 
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proper roeomponce, remains still at a dristiiuec. ' 
Perhaps, during the time of business, there urtrfew 
employments nmre irksome and unhealthy. The 
truly vultiahlc rewards are indeed sOldiftn obtained 
in the law, till age and application have i eakcmd 
the powers at perccptem ; and when thee art**de- 
caved, what are external advantages : Tpon the 
'whole, wc may conclude, that though the profession 
of the law, when attended with success, is lucrative 
and well adapted to raise and establish a family, if 
is seldom consistent with personal train j nil lity. *' 

The preparation for the practice of physic, is by 
no means agf enable. A philosopher may indeed 
attend a dissection with pleasure, as affording on 
opportunity for the observation of nature ; but it 
imnp always be disgusting to view the loathsome 
objects of an infirmary. \ et ibis discipline is ne- 
cessary ; for books alone are s»f little use. After all 
the expense and labour of education, it is mortifying 
to the s ensibility of merit fro observe those chicly 
Tt\c8ui?aged, who have liule»olse to lecommcnd them 
than confidence and eternal grace of behaviour. 
He whose solid knowledge reduces him to speak 
v ith difJidenco on the success of a prescription, is 
thouglit by the generality less able.than the bold pre* 
Stfiyjer. With all his physiological knowledge, if he 
R* nor tlie address to conciliate the whims of 
fabhien on his side, his sense of feeling will seldom 
be Toothed' by the (grateful . application of ft fee. 
Mon of secse niay respect him, but lie must bo-en- 
riched bv old women afttl fools. When, however, 
ho is sufficiently employed, it must be an additional 
pleasure to thuf. natural satisfaction of success,' to 
find his own emolument arisifl^ from giving ease to 
the* distressed. Yet it is by no means adviseable, 
that any jhould be trained to this profession, who do 
not possess such a ^degree ©^independence, as ra Jry 
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enable them to be ca&y under thq neglect of a capri« 

’ cioiifc-World.* 

We army affords a» finely lum for those spirits, 
which -arc too restless for domestic life. But though 
it has many charms for a warm imagination, it seems 
little adapted to give solid comfort at any f ime, 
mtarh less in the season of infirmity atid in old age. 
ft is happy for the commonwealth, as tilings arc 
now constituted, that the acknowledged gentility of 
the profession obliterates the sense of its hardship*. 

• Still less suited to afford tranqiyl pleasure, the 
navj r is yet always supplied even by those who have 
case and affluence at home. To be confined with a 
crowd for many months it* a wooden»machinc, is a 
situation which* nothing but use and* example could* 
render tolerably* This Iqf, however, must fall to 
some; and it dtes not appear^ that thcy4o whdln it 
has fallen are less happy than the rest of mankind. 
Providence wisely fill the disposition to external 
circumstances. , 

The employment of* merchandise is 
esteemed less literal than fen/ of thfcse ; and it » 
true, thaf the preparutidh^pr it, and the arts of 
keeping and improving mogey, have a tendency to 
contract the sentiments.* The professions* have 
some connexion with public spirit, with science and 
ph i Ian thro py. The trader’s views seem to cent&in 
private emolument ; and, though lie is highly bene* 
ficial to the community, it seems no^froni inten- 
tion ; on the contrary/ he appears ever ready to take 
advantage of it without injury to his character, and! 
consequently to his interfit. Yet it must be con- 
fessed, that^ in our commercial country, and in the 
pr&cnt age, thefeiercantile orders have frequently 
shown themse4ves trulj honourable and enlightened ; 
and he would act imprudently and ridiculously 
who should slight a good opportunity of introducing 
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his son n succcs* r ul merchandise, merely because 
it has not been held so liberal as the professit/H of 
him who starves w ith a doctor** decree. 

All the .occupations of life art* found to have their 
advantages and disadvantages admit aldy Adapted to 
prose: A; the /‘list equii»brium , '"of happinosS. Thfc 
we may ronfidently usst'it, that, whatever are the 
ineonxenii uces of any of them, tluy me all pre- 
ferable to a life of inaction: h> that mi etched li>t- 
lossruNs, winch is const mined to pursue pltMsucV as 
a buslines, andOv rendering it the ol>jeet of soy ere 
aiid unvaried attention, destroys its very essence. 


Ko. LIV. On Aj)cciidl(ni ,jJ the Chtli (icier iff 
Sportsmen. 


Anlmaus that are hurtful to pan, and are therefore 
destroyed by him, secm l tQ have an instinctive know- 
ledge lif their enemy, anvl avoid his'approach before 
can have experienced his pt»v\er or his con- 
tfiViince. Man likewise possesses a counteracting 
instinct, which leads him to the recesses of the 
.forest, and \iears him with alacrity jhrough all the 
^dangers and fat igues If a chace. 

This instinct was necatsary to his subsistence? as 
well as defence, in the savage state ; for the prey 
that he caught was his only ibo^ Implanted in 
his constitution, it continues $o operate with great 
forces even when he is advanced to a state in which 
hfe wants are supplied by the inventions of civilised 
life. 
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In our country, where 7 every improvement of life 
is curried to. an .exalted height, *t he instinct of the 
Iiijijut is certainly not obliterated by the new pro- 
pernsitic.s superinduced rft a state of civilization. 
There is scarcely an individual of tlnVse who are not 
refined to a very uncommon* degree, who delight 
riot in tflo sports of iW fit'll. The peh must not 
Hatter themselves with an idea that their taste 19 
peculiar to themselves ; for there is really no taste 
more, vulgar, and more prevalent among the lowest 
orders, than the ta^tc for destroying noxious animals, 
•prelected by the legislature for tfle amusement of 
the wealthy. The mechanic leaves, without re- 
morse, the employment which is to support himself 
and hi* family, to lollow the Ksqitirirfn the chace of 
a fox; anti would rather shoot a pheasant or manure 
a tiout, than tfftn a guiflt'a. The glee with \jhieh 
heMccounts the adventure* of the pnrsrnt. proves it 
to he a pleasure congenial to his heart. 

A wise politician, who did not wish to monopolise 
»V delights of the thayc, Arnold encourage this na- 
turat propensihiamongjln^ vagabond and fffr dflbrn* 1 
ployed. /For besides it.^nt^ity in the destruction 
of vermin, it tends t # o mffac a spirit, a hardiness, 
and a salinity, well suited no qualify such persons 
for the dangers find the hardships, the cont 1 francos 
and the siratageifis, of a naval and military life^ \ 
roan who U*c\ chided from more libeial employ- 
ments by the lowness of his station, may render 
himself a u.'cfuj member of society by catching ifmles 
and lnm rats and foxes. j 

T$ut it is really no le-s ridiculous than lamentable, 
that the heii to an estate, the man of education, 
should forego t^e honours and pleasures of social, 
civil, and literary exertions, merely to enjoy the 
delight of joining a p&ck of hound* in the detisuifr* 
tion of a helpless animal. Yet the truth is, this in- 



stinc t, a* 1 venture to cal) it, operates with great 
violence* among tlfbse whose’ opportunities fo| im- 
provement might enable theirf to subdue cvetypess 
laudable relic of savage humanity. 

The nobles of our land, whose cxaipple might 
fiave a salutary influence it) disseminating e\er f v 
useful quality, are sutm limes destitute of all ideas 
of excellence beyond the sphere of a stable. They 
indeed indulge their propensities of this kind without 
ceotrol. The laws are on their side, and the poor 
man is prevented from destroying the vermin that 
fattens on his substance. The game-laws are, low- 
over, confessed by those who enact them, to be a 
disgrace to an, enlightened dge. At the same lime 
that they infringe on liberty, they avguc a very con- 
siderable degree of barbarism. , 

7?iti lovp of rural sports, w ith all tfceir appendages 
of horses, dogs, and jbekies, is at present carried so 
far, that the gentleman by birth labours to lower 
himself to the rank of a huntsman, and even 
jhegg es himself in the garb of an ostler. It worfd 
not, in the present day f b,e surprising to meet a 
privy-counsellor or a«j^dgc in the exterior of a 
whipper-in. * 

And why should they* be censured ? says the pre- 
tender to superior rcastfh. Is a man less honest or 
less, learned, according to any difference in his dress ^ 
It is certain that, if the world were filled with philo- 
sophers, it would be a circumstance of little mo- 
ment. But'fevcry tiling tiiat lowers %*he great in the 
'eyes uf the vulgar, injures society by disturbing^ the 
settled climax of subordination. The vulgar* are 
awed into submission by no methods so effectually, 
as by a respectable outside. YVerara clergy maivfor 
instance, to ascend the pulpit in the dress of a 
jbckfcy, such a dress as some* are seen to wear on 
the weekdays, he might speak with the tongue of 



Si. 


KKOX £ ESS ATS. 


589 


an angel, and yet bo disregarded. Ilis appearance, 
evils*. ‘on other occasions, in the livery or a sports- 
Tfljn, though it mjfy make hin pass for, a knowing 
one, end recommend him to his patron, will degrade 
him amoflg his parishioners, •and render his order 
contemptible. 

•The infltfencc of dress on manners is considerable, 
though not much attended to by the moralist. 
Jlorace indeed relates, that when Kutrnpelus wi^ed 
to do any one an injury, he gave him fine clothes. 
•The cause of an effect thus produced in the dispo- 
sition by the externa! habit, is, that the mind in- 
sensibly adopts something of the character it per- 
sonates. There is a natural lov*P of congruityt 
which insensibly causes the behaviour to correspond 
with the dress. -~*Me who«ssuTnes all the externals 
of |ow life, will soon exhibit proofs of internal aj)asc« 
nient. If the peer condescends to spend his days 
in «i stable, and to dress like his grofcm, he will soon 
differ from him in thosg circumstances alone which 
renter his djjgeneracy mye conspidflCius^anlT 
detestable. It will no^bg thought calumny to 
assert, fliat our own tin have exhibited some 
melancholy examples* of this disgraceful humilia- 
tion. 

A taste for the pleasures of the race is indeed 
justified by the example of a most refined people* 
But the Greeks, it is imagined, did not adopt it as 
affording an opportunity forewarning.* In our age 
and nation, it is warmly patronised by the illustrious* 
andtnoble, not from liberal but mean views ; and it 
is frequented by those infernal wretches, whose 
profession it is Uptake advantage of their superiors 
folly. And these, by«a strange event, are admitted 
to familiarity* tviih life great, whose wealth* they 
pillage, and whose principles they corrupt. The 
► JfOLm XLL . CC 
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stand, nr <t gallcry at a horse-race, has been very 
justly likened to a IV.ndfcmoniuin. ’ * - 1 

Jlural sports, t also, wd.cn rtot pursued with* an 
attention greater than their importance will a Unit, 
nor as the business of life, uiford a liot/.thy and a 
maul y relaxation. Hut when sll the cii cu».i>taiKvs 
which relate to them are considered with a serious- 
ness. and pursued with an ardour, which momentous 
br:iness only can justify, the moralist cannot help 
lamenting that so much useful industry is misplaced. 
When they lead the rich and libera! into company and 
occupations which degrade their dignity, he calhmt 
but express utt indignant serMincnl. lie sees with 
regret, at a tinV w hen national virtue is paitieularlv 
required, some of those who have most influence in 
a myion, totally engaged witlings, horse*, and 
grooms. 

To value a noble animal for its use, to admin* ir 
for its bcauty’and swiftness, to love it for its ge- 
nerous alacrity in the service of man, is natural and 
VeuSfhaole. It is indeed the mark of an umidblo 
disposition, to observe and to be pleased with the 
manners and ac it o ns •In’* the poor onit&ik whom 
nature has subjected t. our command. If fnh-Iity 
and generosity arc lovely qualities, the dog and the 
ho'^se have a peculiar claim to a 'share of affection, 
hut they who circumscribe their ideas within the 
verge of a stable, who prefer the company of their 
irrational animals to the society of a fellow -creature, 
seem to be in danger of gradually hs>irr.i!atmg with 
the nature of their bcas^, ami of acquiring a degree 
of biutul ferocity. 



Xo.^LV. On the fa nitjT at/d Fully of departing 
fi'/'n Anf jHOper sphne to become Jrtthota and 
ft*. dors, without previous *atid wjjicicnt prrpa- 
* tutiaiP. • • 


I i Ifas been observed, that the writer who declaims 
fgajp>r vanity, is probably at the s8mc time, under 
it* influence. There are however some species of 
\ unity, which, in corrif>nri«on with others, are not 
only excusable, hut almost laudable. The vanity' 
ot wishing to appear in print, when the person who 
t-ntertain.s it hgS^ecti wiH educated, tyid is#free 
from the necessity of attentifm to any particular 
buiincss thr his support, frequently operates as a 
stimulus to industry, and industry Seldom fails of 
becoming, in some mode rfr oilier, beneficial.^ If 
lie, w^io is really a stud^nL by profession,' "Jecla an 
ambition become an atulnir, though lie should 
fail through the defect jnf Instabilities, yet he can- 
not he said to have acted out of character; neither 
does it often happen, that the time and attention, 

* which be lias given to bis work, is ruinous to lifrn- 
selfor family :«ifor study is his employment, and he 
has m?cn labouring in his vocation. He has inno- 
cently amused, # and perhaps* improved himself, 
•though unable to communicate with success these 
advantage* to others. His iftnity may be pardoned, 
though the fruits of it cannot be praised. 

Bi^t it is cotmmfi in this age to find traders, and 
e\en manufacturers of# very subordinate rank, so 
fascinated with the brillTancy of literary fame, of so* 
overrun with what has been called the itch gf scrib- 
bling, that they devote^liat time t and thought to 
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wretched rhymes, or penning paltry prose, 
which ought 10 be spent in providing food Und 
cloathing fyr themselves and tllteir families. 1 * 
The unfortunate man, who has once contracted 
this lamentable distemper, immediately feels «<an 
aversion for hjs trade or mtuiuhl employ rneoit. He 
considers himself as a gr.Mt natural genius, who Was 
been brought up by his injudicious parents to a 
bigness far beneath him, and for which he is to- 
tally unfit. He is too delicate for hard or diMigvcc* 
able labour, and too volatile for the phlegmatic 
employment of a counter or a counting-house. 
But it is a certain truth, that we seldom succeed in 
"the mode of Ifcv which we do not love; and distress 
of every kind is the certain consequence of tlds mis- 
placed industry. . * *- . 

I wish tile literary trader or mechdnic to consider, 
how very much out of character a student by pro- 
fession would rfppear, were he to invade the province 
of the workshop, and ta lay down the pen and the 
*0o4k a forthe chisel eg the hammer^ or the lait/or 
the needle, or the trqw&J. ' He would succeed but 
ill in his studies, if lit 7! hose to spend lire time at 
the counter and in the warehouse, instead of the 
library ; and the trader and mechanic may assure 
themselves, that, notwithstanding the nattering 
suggestions of their own vanity, tl\ey usually ap- 
pear no less absurd, and succeed no less unhappily, 
in writing verses, than the student would in making 
a shoe, or retailing cheese ahd haberdashery. * 

This unhappy rage for wasting paper is nob only 
attended with the loss of fame, but of money. The 
materials necessary for printing, ^and the modes of 
announcing the important production to the public, 
ore unavoidably attended with considerable expense: 
and, alas! the sale is usually so inconsiderable as 
scarce)/ to pay for the wear of pens, and the font 
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sumption of .ink. lint it is really lamentable to see 
t !i:it money unnecessarily cxptfluledfon paper and 
pmfc, which ought *to to hutchcw, bakers, 
l)rcwcf‘s l , # and chandlers. I cannot lielp thinking it 
a bOnft'ol&it action, vvluTn thft periodical publica- 
tions tn%t production, which originate from* such 
authors, with sarcasm and ridicule. Though the 
lash of criticism may make the simple culprit smart 
Car a little while, it may have* a most beneficial effort 
on Ifirn, in saving him and his family from starving, 
fk mercantile or mechanical author swelled with 
fancied importance, and neglecting his business in 
pursuit of literary fumf, would furnish no bad topic 
lor theatrical ridicule. TAdeed, any* effectual me-* 
tliofl of exploding a folly, which is so pregnant with 
misery in pri\at< ;¥o, is jjrcatly desiralje ; mtfl no 
tnajmont can be so effectual in suppressing what 
originates in vanity, a** that which mortifies it moat, 
contempt and ridicule. * 

put this literary madaess’of the trading and me- 
chanteal orders display^ itself an various s^tnptoms."" 
If it produces many write*!, J believe, 1r produces 
more orators. They \jho cdftnot write, or nt least 
cannot spell, are more incliAed to let their genius 
evaporate by th£ volubility of the tongue* than 
* of the pen; by wRich method their defects in flic 
science of orthography are concealed in elegance 
and pathos of elocution. The subjects arc inva- 
riably politics ayd religion. I £ they caff read, they 
•derive political arguments from newspaper essays, i 
and •religious from Holingfcroke, Timid, and the 
rest of that low' and contemptible set of writers. If 
thcy # i ,r innot rcad,ghey succeed better still ; for tlien 
the arguments roust rtecessarily proceed from im- 
mediate inspiration. The scene in which diesff 
rivals of Cicero and Demosthenes duetto shine, 
•whan they defend religion is in the field* wear 
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Bedlam; and when, they fight against church and 
state it is in those schools of oratory, which lately 
enabled London to vie with Athens. 

Now, 1 wish I could prevail on those redoubtable 
rhetoricians to be hearer? as well as speakers, and 
to lib ten to a .very powerful and pathetic species ef 
oratory, the cries and distress of a family at home, 
reduced to a state of starving, while the orator, in- 
fc+wd of mending souls and heelpieces, or vending 
small wares, is disgorging nonsense on an audience 
of fools, who nfust be even more foolish than him 
self, if they are able to listen to him with patience. 

To all writers and orators* who might be much 
‘more usefully , and honourably employed at the 
anvil or the loom, in the shop or the counting-4tousc, 
1 wi{l recommend the ^msiders^ion of how many 
requisites are necessary to form a distinguished 
writer and a good orator. No man can communi- 
cate what is valuable to others, unless he has him- 
self previously accumulate^ a plentiful store. A 
*iib?Fal education, and much reading and reflection, 
superadde^Uo a competent share of natural ability, 
can alone enable a writer to produce what may 
deserve the atientionoof a polished age. More 
leisure than can fall to the lot of chose who live by 
mercantile or manual industry, is necessary to attain 
an eminence in literature. And with respect to the 
oratory which some of the lower orders are so fond 
of affecting*; it is usually a habit of vain and noisy 
r babbling, Tittle dissimilar to the ravings of madness, - 
and not unfrequently leading to it. I have myself 
seen the dreadf ul effects of methodistical enthusiasm. 
Many an honest taylor or shoe/naker has turned 
preacher, and hurried hin\self, and many oY his 
wearers, into absolute lunacy. And even that kind 
of speechifying, which some persons in the mercan- 
tile wallet of life are so fonjl of displaying in clubs. 



committees, and associations, often tends to no other 
purpose but to waste time, anj fill Uie speaker with 
s* jelf-enneoit, which sometimes t/rminotes in hia 
rum J).V*giviug his ambition a wrrtig direction. 1, 
aw? wefl (assured, that jb. misplaced attention to let* ■ 
4crs, a#d a foolish § vanity in scribbling in npwspa- 
peis and periodical "repositories, Ifas contributed 
greatly to increase the number of advertisements ia 
^jhc London (ia/.ettc. 

Nothing can be more laudable than that flljf- 
• chants, trader*, end mechanics, should fill up their 
inAmtls of leisure in reading books adapted to tlieif 
vuiious Tastes, abilities, and previous improvements* 
Hut they must be cauflouj, lest the cfcurms of literary 
pursuits operate upon them in suen a manner as to" 
bring on that distemper, the scribbling itch, 
or^ the rngc bf oratory. lalic inanuterints ^vhich 
they should delight in composing should bG day 
books, ledgers, bills, *nnd letters to, correspondents, 
and their rhetoric should, chiefly be displayed be- 
Iftntl the counter. Tffc more of these iJie baites^ 
hut when figures gives* pi Ice to rhymt^jind posting 
to prosmg, beware of a ifmi\Jhifc$ion of bankrupt. 

The evil which 1 tmdeqjrnur to remove is really 
a serious one. »Thc poor jcribbler or prater^nay be ' 
a very good mat#; but his weakness, in this respect, 
will probably involve him in miseries which weak- 
ness alone cannot deserve. 1 lis ill success as an 
author, followed as it wiil be with slights, ridicule, 
andf censure, Aust btfto hinf a perpetual source of 
venation. Thus his favourite pursuit terminates ift 
disappointment, and his necessary pursuit, his trade r 
or employment, on which he depends for bread, 
fails to supply him, because it is neglected. 

It is one cif the best ornaments, as well its die 
surest means of success and happiness, in all tnc 
benches of the mercantile life, to be steady in an 
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attention to what is called the main chance. Let- 
ters may form t)$e amv.smwnt of the trader, not- his 
business. Hut liters wilt'Vonn be the business »t 
riii^hle, if he lit votes himself to composition, and 
'learns to pant for literary Rime. Letters, r pm sutid 
within proper limits, will give hit; mind an eltfgnnce, 
and prevent it from Ivi g contracted by a constant 
attention to lucre; but cultivated with the ardour 
auA4' on ^ aru ‘y a profiled student, they seldoip 
fail of bringing; on a complication of diMross,*to 
which their satisfactions, cannot be a counterpoi>c. 
It would not be a bad rule, if merchants and manu- 
facturers, who feel nn incliir tion to poetry, and 
other literary Hvmrs, wen' always to make a point 
of prowding for their wives and daughters, before 
they think of devoting thwtiselvesrW those fantastic 
and extravagant mistresses, Thalia, Melpomene, 
and their seven sisters. 


No. LV f I. Hints tn those who nrc v designed jur a 
Mercantile Life . n 


I t is no w onder that ifiany fail in their employments 
nd 'professions, when i(. is considered by what 
slender and childish motives they are often fixed 
in the pursuit, which is to continue for life. One 
boy admires a red coat and a cockade, or a pair of 
lrfl}Y.*or» and a jacket, and therefore he will be a 
soldier or a sailor. Another thinks it cannot but 
be a perpetual source of happiness to live amidst-a 
+ 
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prolusion of plums and sugir. therefore he will 
be a grocer* An dSrly and accidental nyociation 
ot’«i^o t is i> formed, by whjch "hapfyjhcss is united 
with &oiue peculiar mode of life, and a choice is 
maijc lidtiifc rea>on or experience can possibly havfc 
svjtEcskjI a cause for judicious preference* 

l he clio ice of boys # *?t an early age is certainly too 
ill founded to direct their parents in tiring their 
future mode of life. What success can he expected 
Tlt*^|)hn of conduct which originates in the 
4>l'an infant S A pan nt therefore must study the 
disposition of his child, and endeavour to conform 
it to that profession or trade, to which he has the 
hcs.t opportunity of introducing him with advantage. 
The young mwid may 1)6 moulded like wax, with 
a due degree of^ill, to almost any figure. 

In an in>ul;ir country li£b ours, when* a grc£t part 
•oft he commodities consumed by the people arc im- 
ported, 1 1 side must of necessity constitute! lie employ- 
ment of the majority. I consider it ‘therefore of very 
gu’jjt consequence, t ha* particular instructionsnbould 
he adapted tef young* persons, whose fftes a»e fo 
bcspei4 # in the cngugciqpnts of corntffPrcc. Tney 
are usually fixed at Uie desfc and the counter, at so 
. early an age a§ almost t<? exclude all instruction, 
but that which /elates tolhc confined vieuls of onq 
particular occupation. Were I to offer advicefto a 
young man "intended for the commercial walk, I 
would address him in a manner somewhat similiar 
to the following. It* is impossible tfrnt what I say 
should be exactly accommodated to all cjfeutB* 
stances and situations ; 4>ut yet it may suggest to 
all such hints as are capable df improvement and 
particular application. 

“ The wisdom of $ur ancestors has prescribed, that 
*•’ seven years shall he spent in learning thfe direr- 
“ rise of a trade or a mechanical art* This like 
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u many otlhcr of tlic^r institutions, which the vanity 
“ of the j/resen| age is apt to despise, is founded on 
11 substantial reasons. Ssrpposihg you to begin# at 
'fourteen, seven years bring you ty the^age of 
- 44 twenty-on^ ; a perir»d, ofa which it is cjtriurcurty 
4f enough to assume the liberty^ of manhooA Not' 
4C indeed can tfiosc habits be formed with certainty* 

44 which are to continue during life, in a shorter 
4 * j^nice. .**» 

'*• Seven years, however, it must I>o confessed, 

“ are a very comftdernblc portion of life at any age,* 
u atul particularly valuable in the vernal season. 
u when the seeds of every amiable and useful quality 
“ r ure to he sowirpnd cultivated. You will therefore 
11 be particularly careful to employ it* in a corfMunt 
44 application to useful pwiiits. 

11 The knowledge of your particular business w.ill 
44 claim, alter your moral and religion^ duties, your ‘ 
“ fu st and longest attention. 1> not afraid of in- 
11 curring among your companions the appellation 
“-of dulkeit or a spiritless plodder.* Such narfo s 
“ aie usually-Jlte poor erfisomtions of tlu\sc, who 
“ envy the happiness wpifn must attend tflo pro- 
u priety of your conduct. lYocccd there fori* in 
“ the regular performance; of your dtties, animated 
11 bv r the approbation of your owif heart, and ef 
if your friends and superintendants, and despising 
■' that ridicule which originates only in malice, 

11 though it h?s been sufficiently powerful to r^in 
many. 1 need not ‘inform c you, that writing, 
f^rithv.ictic, book-keeping, and all the particular 
mysteries, as they are called, of your particular 
4 occupation, will leave you little ti^ae for inacliop. 

4 The less, indeed, the better. f Yice and misery are 
:t a^nosd the certain consequences of your not 
knowing how to employ your time. Great cities, 
where commerce is chiefly carried on. abound 
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44 with temptations, and lew *4fo foundfmorc fro- 
“ qucntly in the hotjnts of debauchery tyul disffpa- 
4 tioii than clerks apd apprenticed 
L JSiitte however it is nuposilflc Iwit that you 
“jhourajiavc some leisure, 1 very iori#m*dy r vajtfl 
“ mend it to you to acquire a* taste (hr good hooks; 
4< # 1 say good books,* fc>r \ou may injure votif mind, 
-‘and ruin )our fortune, by an indiscriminate and 
64 improper choice. The readers in your way of 
*^Jjfe seldom read any tiling but novels, piuy.s^m^ 
r “ licentious productions of every species, besides 
<( that these have a tlndencv to corrupt the morals 
44 of \ot#ng men in gentral, tliey have usually an in** 
i: rfuonce poculiarlythuriful on the mind of the 
44 }oyr,g trailer, ; for tlufy almost ^variably repre- 
“stnt the essential \iitues of a trader, such as 
honesty, stdmTfy, puriPtuality, and^imlusjry, as 
J* T’onte.uptihle and i idieulous. The very name and 
44 character of a trader appear in them in a low and 
44 vulgar light. Tlu* object held oTit as a model for 
‘t imitation is usually* some dissipated rake, who, 
44 wok every vfee and unfortunate failing fNiiclrfcnds 
“ to m^Se himself miscupk* and to bfmk a parent’s 
heart, is npiescnjed as 11 fiife fellow, and as the 
44 object of lo\ e and admiration, 

“ Let me in treat you to summon resolution 
44 enough to avoid such reading till vour judgment. 
*' i- mature yum pardons regulated, and your 
41 principles termed. If you ha\e been loMunato 
44 enough to Lave acquired apjtlie knowledge of the 
44 chides at jour u hoo 1 , preserve and impijjpc^. 
“^hud and tefLu upo* the histone^ ot (/recce, 
44 Uosnc, n.ul \*mr own country. Th to are books 
44 «of innrnhry Jli the Lnglish hmguJge u.s lull of* 
41 enurtimrqent f«># a mind unviliated as any* 
f * hovlI. • ^ 

• f A taste for good hooka will have ^ happy in- 
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4 4 due no^ on your temper, and will tend to secure 
44 your conduct, not only bjr filling up ypur time in- 
44 nocently, btr by suggesting to your mind wfte 
i‘ rules an3 useful maxims. They will teach you 
"to know yourself and yonr situation, and to sot a 
44 just value on those things which ignoran* avarice 
“ and atpbitioft pursue with festless avidity, and at 
“ the same time without any genuine enjoyment. 

They will enlarge your views, and .give you •** 
'' liberality of sentiment and manners. If yc* at- 
44 tend solely tc the means of getting money, you * 
44 mind will gradually becdtne narrow. You^will 
44 consider money as the only "good. Yotfr eyes and 
" your heart vtfll be shut to uil those other objects 
11 of delight, with which tiic God of nature has pro- 
44 fu^ely furnished the residence of his favourite 
44 crtfcture/ This is an enlightened* age ; and the 
44 mtm of fortune, but illiberal mind, must be pined.* 
11 despised, and neglected. *He will find few asso- 
41 ciates, but among those who are as vulgar as him- 
44 Hf, a^'d whose riches, 7f they possess riches, 
44 cannot render them 'respectable. *But ipouerajion 
44 is necessary in that Jfchrjh is laudable, and while I 
44 recommend to you at} attention to letters, 1 must 
** remjnd you, that they are only lo form your re- 
44 creation and not your business Be centered 
44 with reading. Beware of scribbling verses when 
44 you ought to be posting your accounts. A little 
44 applause hestowed on your rhymes may Jfe your 
44 rum. It may give*your ambition \ wrong object, 
** and lead you astray, like the dancing vapour,of a 
44 irtisty evening. Be ca&tious of raising your ideas 
94 above your situation* Dare to te what you really 
41 are ; and, if you think your situation and fcha- 
9 raster require to be elevate# and adorned, elevate 
4 ^and adorn them yourself by exemplary behaviour. 
99 If you wish to become respectable, you will sue- 
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“ ceed by raising tho sphere in wMfch you emplaced, 
« but^not by showing, that youithink it too nunalle 
44 Wor a person of yoqr exalted 1deps« 

<* Yoiymust beware of entertaining too early tho 
44 (gtal. addition of. shining as a fine 'gentlemgtf 
*i and ^ man of pleasufe, To support these cha- 
44 $acters, supposing (hem consistent uuth innocence, 
44 a fund of money is absolutely necessary*. It can 
“ be procured only by importuning and offending^ 
^^prent, by incurring debt, or by fraudulent.pgflfl* 
jf tices ; each of whidi methods is almost a certain 
“ source of ruin and lifamy. AdS tonhisAhat ho, 
« who imlways adorning his person, and frequent* 
44 ing theatres, assemblies, and public gardens, will 
44 Be so over-run with folly and \anfe(% that no room 
44 will be left for |he solid virtues of the sober citizen. 
44 Before the* expiration *bf his apprentices^, he 
j&ftill probably grow sick of his trade, get an en- 
• 4 signey, if bis father can afford to purchase one, 
44 and, if not, turn strolling playtV, and at last, in- 
stead of becoming*an alderman, or a respect- 
44 ^aole private? citizen* c\pg«erate to a A infadiou* 
41 swindfer. 

• 44 I consider the ananne? in which a Sunday is 

44 spent in a grf at city, b f the young men who are 
44 trained to trafle and merchandize, as a matter of 
4 *the highest consequence to their happiness. ’The 
44 master and mistress of the family are thep usually 
44 at\Jjeir country-house, or engaged in some rural 
44 excursion. *Theru is no Restraint And no amuse- 
44 ment at home. The apprentice or clerk ^ I 
44 To make use of his liberty, and to fly ft om th/soli- 
44 tude of a deserted house. Parties of pleasure are 
"•formed; imfftoper and even vicious connexioni 
41 made; aiftd the goor young man often dates bfi 
44 greatest misfortunes from that day, the*inMtu 
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\« don of ^Hicfa was designed to increase die virtue 
m Aid happiness of mankind. Part of the day may 
44 be very reasonably' and usefully devoted^ to inno- 
* cent relaxation ; but let that part consist of the 
intervals 'between djyine service, or of that- which 
u remains at its conclusion. ^Sunday affords a fine 
44 opportunity for indulging Sfti inclination for read- 
44 iog ; add f have no doubt, but that, after a few 
44 hours spent in this decent and profitable manner. 
*“* %l \ 5 re wouM be more pleasure than in galloping 
44 along the city^oad, and drwing 8 high phaeton to 
'•Tticbmond hr to Windsor, * 

44 1 have been thus particular tfi suggesting advice 
41 to you for thq conduct of au apprenticeship, be- 
44 cause good conduct during that dangerous period 
44 is a very promising presage of future success. I 
44 mak* use of the woM Apprenticeship, though 1 
44 know that many are introduced to the superior 
44 houses of merchandize without the form of in* 
44 dentftres, and without a limited terra of prepara- 
44 tion. Bpt whatever time fa spent in preparation, 
44 and whether it is spdht^at ihe counter of at* the 
44 desk, the Tffints whicl^ Liiave thrown out may, 1 
44 hope, be sometimes serviceable. If they save 
44 but one out of a thousand from rein, I shall be- 
“anipl/ repaid, • ®. 

44 rwill add but one more rule, rand that shall be 
44 a general one. Learn to placfe a due value on 
44 the plai&ahd homely qualities of cofnmon honesty, 
44 punctuality, diligence, and' ceconomy. Were 
4< <^ear* pursued with half the ardour with whi«h 
44 theVgraces are courted, c and the vices adopted, 
44 there would be fewer bankrupts^than there are, 
u notwithstanding the American war. Bad times 
41 are indeed injurious to commerce, and so also are 
« m manners in the conductors of h. When both 



“ arc combined in p remarkable degree JKt Itrat p$ 
“ be {wondered, that there aft complainings Worn 
^•streets.- -» * # * # / J 

‘“With a mind enlightened and •enlarged to 
‘tpropef education, * and a, heart furnished m 
sound principles^ if you have fair opportunities 
you will not often fail. You will^probably rise ft 
that honourable character, a British' merchant 


who has acquired opulence with unshakei*4|} 
tegrity, and who is able to enjoy and adormiaaM 
a noble liberality 
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